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CERTIFICATE  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersig-ned,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residinj.:^  within 
the  County  of  Cayug'a  and  State  of  New  York,  and  being  also  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Ne\^'  York,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  up- 
wards, do  hereb}'  associate  ourselves  and  form  a  corporation,  pursu- 
ant to  the  pro\nsi()ns  of  the  Statutes  of  the  State  of  New  York,  known 
as  chapter  267  of  the  laws  of  1S75,  as  amended  by  chapter  53  of  the 
laws  of  1876. 

The  name  by  whic?i  such  corporation  shall  be  known  in  law,  is 
"The  Cayuga  Couxtv  Historical  S<jcikty." 

Said  corporation  is  formed  for  social,  literary  and  historical  pur- 
pose^,,  and  the  particular  business  and  objects  thereof,  shall  be  the 
discussion  of  general  and  local  histc^ry,  and  the  discovery,  collection 
and  preseivation  of  the  historical  records  of  Cayuga  County,  afore- 
said, comprising  books,  newspapers,  pamphlets,  maps  and  genealogies ; 
and  also  of  paintings,  relics  and  any  articles  or  materials  which  may 
or  shall  illustrate  the  growth  or  progress  of  society,  religion,  educa- 
tion, literature,  art,  science,  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce, 
and  the  trades  and  professions  within  the  United  States,  and  especial- 
ly within  the  County  of  Cayuga  and  State  of  New  York. 

The  principal  ofrioe  and  place  of  business  of  said  Society,  shall  be 
in  the  city  of  Auburn,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y. 

The  said  corporation  shall  be  managed  by  seven  trustees.  The 
names  of  said  trustees  for  the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  said  cor- 
poration are,  Benjamin  B.  Snow,  Blanchard  Fosgate,  James  D.  But- 
ton. Lewis  E.  Cai'perxter,  David  M.  Diuniing,  John  H.  O.sborne,  and 
J.  Lewis  Grant,  all  of  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

It  is  hereby  intended  to  incorporate  an  association  heretofore  exist- 
ing under  the  name  of  -'The  Ca\mga  CouiUy  Historical  Societ)-,"  but 
heretofore  unincorp* >rated. 

In  witness  where<jf  we  have  hereunto  set  our  iiands  and  seals  the 
23d  day  of  January,  1^77. 

CHARLES  HAWLEY.  [l.  s.]      BLANCHARD  FOSGATE.  [1..  s.] 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD,  [  l.  s.  ]  JOHN  S.  CLARK,  [1.  s.] 

JAMES  D.  BUTTr)X.  [l.  s. ]        A.  W.  LAWTON,  [i..  s.J 

B.  B.  SNOW.  [!,.  s.]  W.  D.  BALDWIN',  !  I.  s.] 

F.  L.  (;RISW()LD.  [i,.  s.j  1).  M.  OSBORNE,  fi..  s.l 

j.  H.  OSBORNE.  [I.,  s.]  OTIS  M.  GODDARD,  [i..  s.  j 
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W.  A.  RAKER.  (!..  s.]  BYRON  C.  SMITH,  [l.  s.] 

D.  M.  DUNNING,  [i,.  s.]  GEO.  R.  PECK,  [l.  s.] 

L.  E.  CARPENTER,  [i..  s.  |  JOHN  UNDERWOOD,  [l.  .s.] 

DENNIS  R.  ALWARD.  [i,.  .s.]  CHAS.  A.  SMITH,  [l.  s.] 

J.  W.  DUNNING,  [l.  s.]  E.  S.  NEWTON,  [l.  s.] 

H.  J.  KNAPP.  [l.  .s.]  J.  T.  U.  DAVIE,  [l.  s.] 

A.  G.  BEARDSLEY,  Jr.,  [l.  .-^.l  JAS.  SEYMOUR,  Jr.,  [l.  s.] 

S.  L.  BRADLEY,  [l.  s.]  D.  H.  ARMSTRONG,  [l.  s.] 

C.  J.  REED.  [L.  >.]  GORTON  W.  ALLEN,  [l.  s.] 

SAMUEL  W.  DUPEIELD,  [i..  ..  jW.  H.  CARPENTER,  [i..  s.] 

NELSON  P.  ELDRED.  [f..  s.]  F.  P.  TABER,  [i,.  s.] 

Sta  i  f.  of  New  York,  >  ., , 
Cayuga  County.  (  ^' " 
On  diis  first  d'dy  of  Febraary,  1S77,  personally  appeared  before  me. 
a  Notary  Public,  in  and  f(.>r  said  count}-:  Charles  Hawlcy,  William.  H. 
Seward,  James  D.  Button.  Blanchard  Fosgate,  Benjamin  B.  Snow, 
John  S.  Clark,  Franklin  L.  Griswold,  John  II.  Osborne,  William  A. 
Baker.  David  M.  Dun.ning,  Lewis  E.  Carpenter,  Dennis  R.  Alward. 
Joseph  W.  Dunning,  Horace  J.  Knapp.  Alonzo  G.  Beardsly,  Jr..  Silas 
L.  Bradley.  Charles  J.  Reed,  Nelson  B.  Eldred,  David  M.  Osborne, 
Otis  il.  Goddard.  Byron  C.  Smith,  Charles  A.  Smith,  John  Under- 
wood, George  R.  Peck,  John  T.  M.  Davie,  James  Seymour,  Jr.,  Da- 
vid H.  Armstrong,-  Frank  P.  Talker,  Ed.  S.  Newton  and  A.  W.  Law- 
ton,  to  me  personally  knou"n  to  be  thirty  of  the  persons  described  in. 
and  who  executed  the  foregoing  instrument,  and  .severally  acknowl- 
edged that  they  executed  the  same.        CHARLES.  M.  BAKER, 

Notary  Pubhc,  Cayuga  County. 


CaYUC.A  COi  N'l  V.  ss. 

On  tlie  2d  day  of  February,  1S77,  personally  appeared  before  me, 
Samuel  W.  Duffield.  Gorton  W.  Allen  and  William  H.  Carpenter,  to 
me  known  to  be  three  of  the  persons  described  in,  and  who  executed 
the  foregoing  instrument,  and  severally  acknowledged  the  e.xeeution 
thereof.^  '   CHARLES  M.  BAKER, 

Notary  Public. 

The  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the 
Seventh  Judicial  District  of  the  State  of  New  York,  hereby  eonsents 
to  and  approves  of  the  filing  of  the  foregoing  certificate. 
Dated  Auburn.  N.  Y.,  February  2,  1S77. 

CHARLES  C.  D WIGHT; 
Jus.  Sup.  Ct..  7th  Jud.  Dist.  S.  N.  Y. 
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1.  The  name  of  the  Society  shall  be,  "The  Cayuga  County  Histori- 
cal vSociety." 

2.  The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  discover,  procure  and  preserve 
whatever  relates  to  the  natural,  civil,  military,  industrial,  literary  and 
ecclesiastical  history,  and  the  history  of  science  and  art,  of  the  State 
of  New  York  in  general,  and  the  County  of  Cayuga  in  particular. 

3.  The  societv  shall  consist  of  resident,  honorary,  and  correspond- 
ing members.  Resident  members  .shall  be  nominated  by  a  member 
iu  open  meeting,  and  the  nominations  be  referred  to  the  membership 
committee,  \vhich  shall  report  thereon  at  the  next  regular  meeting. 
A  ballot  shall  then  be  taken  in  v,-hich  hve  negative  votes  shall  ex- 
clude. Resident  members  only  shall  be  entitled  to  vote.  Hontirary  and 
corresponding  members  shall  be  nominateed  only  b}- the  Board  i>f 
Tn.istees  and  shall  be  elected  in  the  same  manner  a.s  resident  mem- 
bers. 

4.  The  annual  dues  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  each  year, 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  February  in  each  year  in  advance.  The 
sum  of  fifty  dollars  paid  at  one  time  shall  be  m  full  for  all  annual  dues 
dtuniig  life.  A  faibare  or  refusal  to  pav  annual  dues  \\-ithin  the  three 
months  after  the  same  become  due,  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of  mem- 
bership, and  the  Trustees  shall  erase  the  name  of  such  delinquent 
from  the  roll  of  members  unless  said  dues  shall  be  paid  (^r  remitted 
by  a  vote  of  the  Society. 

5.  The  ofncers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President.  Vice-President, 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Librarian, 
and  seven  Trustees,  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  from  the 
resident  members  only,  and  shall  hold  their  othces  for  one  year,  and 
until  others  are  chosen,  to  till  their  places. 

6.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  vSociety  shall  be  held  on  the  .second 
Tuesday  in  February  in  each  and  every  year  hereafter,  at  which  a 
general  election  of  ofhcers  shall  take  place.  In  such  election  of  offi- 
cers shall  take  place.  In  such  election  of  officers  a  majority  of  the 
ballots  given  for  any  oiheer  shall  constitute  a  cIidIcc  ;  if  no  choice  is 
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made  on  the  first  balloL  aiiot'ier  baU(jt  shall  take  place,  in  which  a 
plnraliiy  shall  determine, the  choice. 

7.  If  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  any  oiTiee  the  same  may  be  filled  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees. 

S.  The  Society  shall  meet  statedly  for  the  transaction  of  business 
an  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  m(;nth,  at  sueh  hour  of  the  day  a^. 
may  be  decided  upon,  unless  otherwise  specially  ordered.  The  Pres- 
ident, or  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President,  may  call  specia.1  meet- 
ings for  special  purpose.-^,  the  nature  thereof  being  fully  set  forth  in 
the  call. 

9.  At  the  stated  meetings  of  the  Society,  the  folloM'ing  shall  be  the 
<^rder  of  business: 

1.  Reading  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting. 

2.  Reports  and  C(.'mmunicalioriS  from  ofilcers. 

3.  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  of  standing  committees. 

4.  Reports  of  special  committee'^. 

5.  Election  of  mem])'-rs  previously  pn. -posed. 

6.  Nomination  of  new  members. 

7.  Reading  of  papers,  delivery  of  addres.ses  and  discussion  there- 

on. 

S.  Miscellaneous  business. 

10.  Seven  members  sl;all  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

11.  The  President,  or  in  his  absence  the  Vice-President,  or  in  their 
absence  a  Chairman  />ro  ituiporc  shall  perform  all  the  duties  pertain- 
ing to  that  office. 

12.  The  Correspon.ding  Secretary  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  cor- 
respondence and  perform  all  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  same. 

13.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  have  charge  of  the  seal,  charter, 
by-laws  and  books  of  record  and  perform  all  the  duties  pertaining 
to  his  office. 

14.  The  Trea.surer  shall  collect  and  keep  the  funds  and  securities 
of  the  Society,  and  they  shall  be  depo-uted  in  a  safe  bank  to  the  cred- 
it of  the  Society  and  onlv  dra\sm  therefrom  on  his  check,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Society,  and  by  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, lie  shall  keep  a  true  account  and  report  the  same  to  the  Society 
antl  to  the  Firiance  Committee  whenever  either  of  them  shall  require. 

15.  The  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  the  Library  and  be  general 
custodian  of  all  the  books,  maps,  pamphlets,  pictures  and  all  other 
property  contributed  to  the  Society.  He  may  receive  and  aiTange 
articles  loaned  to  the  Society  and  sign  a  receipt  for  the  same  to  be 
returr.ed  when  called  for  by  the  owners  thereof. 
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16.  Library  regulations 

1.  No  book  or  other  article  shall  at  any  time  be  le:U  to  any  per- 

son to  be  removed.  tYom.  the  library,  except  by  express  con- 
sent of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

2.  No  paper  or  muinuscript  read  before  the  Society  and  deposited 

therewitl:',,  shall  be  published  except  bv  the  consent  of  the 
Trustees  and  the  author. 

3.  All  members  ma\'  have  access  to  the  rooms  at  any  reasonable 

times,  and  may  consult  and  examine  any  book  or  manuscript 
except  such  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Trustees.  But  no 
person  not  a  member  shall  have  siich  privilege  except  a 
doner,  or  one  introduced  by  a  member,  ov  by  special  author- 
ity of  tlie  Executive  Committee. 

4.  Any  injury  done  t<>  books  or  other  articles  shall  be  reported  by 

the  Librarian  to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  damage 
shall  be  required  for  such  injury. 

17.  The  Board  «>f  Trustees  shall  have  charge  and  control  of  the 
business  and  property  of  the  Society. 

The  Vice-President  shall  be  ex-ofhcio  Chairman,  and  the  Recording 
Secretary-  shall  be  the  Secretary  of  the  Board.  They  shall  have 
charge  and  general  supei-\nsion  and  management  of  the  rooms  an.d 
all  the  property  and  funds  of  the  society.  They  shall  meet  monthly 
at  the  ruoms.  the  evening  before  the  regular  meeting,  and  four  mem- 
bers shall  be  a  quorum  to  do  biisiness. 

The  Chairman  .shall  appoint  from  their  number; 
ist,  An  Executive  Committee. 
■2d.   A  Finance  Commnttee. 

3d.  A  Membership  Committee,  consisting  of  three  members  eacii. 

4th,  A  Committee  on  Rooms. 
iS.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  E.xecutive  Ctunmitt^e  to  solicit  dona- 
tions and  contrib;:tions,  to  propose  and  digest  basine.^s  for  the  Socie- 
ty; to  authorise  disbursements  and  expenditures  (->f  urappr^^p-.-iared 
money  in  the  Treasury  for  the  paym.cnt  of  ciirrent  ex])ensos  "f  the 
Society,  and  fi«r  Librarv,  purchase  <--f  books,  p'-inting  and  binding, 
but  no  expendiiture  or  liability  shall  be  niade  at  any  time,  exceeding 
the  amount  of  cash  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  availaltle  assets  of  the 
Society. 

The  committee  shall  have  a  general  superintendence  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Society  im.der  the  control  and  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  report  to  them  as  often  as  may  be  reqiiired. 

19.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  cxanii'.^.e  tl'.c  bo,  .ks  and  aceour.ts 
of  the  Treasurer,  and  audit  all  Vjilis  ami  accounts  against  the  Society. 
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anu  be  able  to  report  at  all  tinies  tlie  cf mdition  of  tlie  Sr)ciety  as  to 
umds,  etc. 

20.  The  Committee  on  >[eiriber>hip  sliall  report  on  all  nominations 
for  membership  before  an  election  shall  be  had. 

21.  The  Committee  on  Ro.oms  shall  have  the  immediate  care  nf  the 
rooms  and  furniture  of  the  Society  and  shall  determine  applications 
for  the  temporary  use  thereof  for  other  than  Society  purposes. 

22.  The  President  shall  appoint  a  committee  of  five  members  of 
the  Society,  to  v.diich  shall  be  referred  all  papers  and  addresses  pre- 
sented to  the  Sneiet}'.  and  said  Committee  shall  examine  the  same, 
and  give  notice  of  the  time  of  the  readi:;g  of  any  paper  before  the 
Society.  It  shall  also  be  theii'  d'j.tv  to  solicit  and  provide  somie  paper 
on  a  subject  in  the  second  bv-hiw  designated,  to  be  read  at  eac'i 
meeting;  and  shall  give  public  notice  of  the  same. 

23.  Amendm.ents  or  alLera^-n-.r  -.'f  the  By-l^avs  niav  he  made  l_>y  a 
maj'.)nty  vote  at  an\-  regular  nucLing.  pr'ivided  such  ameiidment  <.r 
aheratif>n  shall  have  been,  preoaire  1  ;in'l  entered  upon  the  minuLe.^  at 
a  meeting  held  at  least  four  weeks  previous,  with  the  name  01  the 
member  proposing  the  same. 


OFFICERS. 


P  reside:::. 
WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

\'kc-Prcsidn::. 
BE XJ AM IX  B.  SXOW. 

Correspornii}:^  Secretary, 
FRAXK  W.  RICHARUsbx. 

Reecriiiiig  Seereiary, 
DAVID  >L  Dl'XXIXG. 


Treasurer. 
XELSOX  B.  ELDRKD. 

Librarian. 
JOHX  H.  OSBORXE. 

liistorieai  S  ere-ary, 
I).  WARREX  ADAMS. 


TRUSTEES. 

JOil.N   H.    O^KHRNF.                 ■  XeIsoX   B.  ElDRE!>. 

Lewis  E.  Lvon.  EkEr-KuicK  I.  Allen. 

D.  Warrfn  A^\^^^.  Cvreni^s  Wheeler.  Jr. 

J"HN  X.  K.VAPr.  Charles  M.  Baker. 

DwiD  M.  Di  NMN';.  Frank  W.  Richardson. 

Jamks  Sey.molr.  Jr.  John  W.  O'Brien. 

WiLLi.>  J.  Beechek.  D.  D. 


COMMITTEES. 

On  Papers. — Lewis  E.  Lyoii.  A.  W.  Lawton.  Frank  W.  Richard 

.^on.  Charles  M.  Baker,  Thomas  M.  Osb'^rr.e. 
E.xelc  ri\ E. — C.  Whecier.  Jr.,  Jolm  II.  Osborne,  Wilhs  J.  Beecher. 
Finance. — J<>hn  X.  K.;-app,  1>.  M.  Dunning.  luhn  ^^^  O'Brien. 
Mkmfekshtp. — James  Seymour.  Jr..   Xci««n    B.    Ekhcd.    Wm.  H 

Meaker.  ' 

Room.  — H.  D.  Woodruri",  D.  W.  Adam-  A.  W.  Lawton, 
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LIST  OF  A1EMBERS 


HONORARY. 

Hon.  Andrew  I).  White,  Henkv  Ivison.--  Esq.. 

Ithaca,  X.  Y.  New  York  C\i\ 

Hon.  Frederick  \V.  Sew.vrd.  Joseimi  Thomas,  LL.  I)., 

Washington.  Philadelphia,  Pi 

Hon.  Henry  Farn'ha>!.  llnx.  SA>TrKL  R.  Wei.i.s, 

New  Haven.  Ct.  Watei-loo.  N.  Y. 

Hon.  Koscoe  Conkling.--  Skvellon  A.  Brown,  Esq., 

Utica,  N.  Y.  Washingtor 

WiELiAM  P.  Le'iciiworti!.  Esq..  Wm.  H.  Eew  i.^,  E.-,q. , 

Buffalo.  Katonah,  N.  \ 
Hon.  Ja.nfes  G.  A.  Creigh  ri.)N,  Ottawa,  Candida. 

CORRESPONDiNG. 
Dan'l  Goodwin.  Chicag<j, 

RESIDENT. 

Rk^'.  Charles  TT\wi,ev.""-  Dk.  David  H.  Armstrong. 

Gen.  AVieeiam  H.  Sew,\ro.  J\mes  SEV^!':'^R.  Jr. 

Rev.  Samuee  W.  I  )rEEiEi.D."'-'  Wiemam  (t.  We-e."-^' 

Benj.\m!N  B.  Snovv-.  Dr.  Svi  \t>i  er  V\'ii.EARr).^-- 

J.  Lewis  Grani.'^'^'  Siea.-,  L.  Bk.vdeey." 

Dennis  R.  Ai  ward.  Fr.vnk  P.  Takkk. 

David  M.  Dunnince  Gen.  John  N.  Knaim-. 

Dr.  James  D.  Betton.'^  Nelson  B.  Eldred. 

John  H.  Osborne.  Lewis  E.  Lyon. 

Dk.  Blanchard  Fos(;ai"e.'"-'  Horace  Y.  Hov.i..\nd. 

Lewis  E.  Carfenter.  Cl!nio.n  D.  Ma(  DnL(;Af,i.. 


*  Dvo eased. 

■t  liemoved  frotu  city. 
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FrEDKRICK   I.    Al  LKN. 

Edward  H.  Townsend. 
James  R.  Cox. 
George  \V.  Elliott. 
WiLLARD  E.  Case. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  MINUTES 

OF  THE 

ANNUAL  MEETING 
1888. 


The  Annual  iNleeting  of  tlie  Society  was  held  at  the 
Society  Rooni6,  Tuesday,  February  14th,  1888,  at  4 
o'clock  p.  M.  Tlie  trustees  and  officers  lor  tlie  ensuing- 
year  were  duly  elected,  and  the  ivpoi'ts  of  officers  and 
committees  were  j)resent(^d  and  read. 

The  president,  Gcn'l  Seward,  extended  an  invita- 
tion, on  ])e]nilf  of  liiinself  and  Mrs.  Seward,  to  hold 
the  furtlier  exei'cises  of  the  meeriug  at  their  residence 
in  the  evening.  The  iTivitation  was  accepted,  and  tlie 
Society  adjourned  till  8  o'clock,  p.  m. 

About  one  hundred  ]nenif)ers  of  the  Society  and 
their  friends  gath^u'ed  at  tlie  liouie  of  the  pi-esident  at 
8  o'clock  in  tlie  eveiiiug,  tor  the  literary  exei'cises  of 
the  annual  nieetiug. 

Hon.  Warren  A.  Worden  read  a  niemorial  address 
on  tlie  life  of  the  late  Di-.  Elanchard  Fosgate,  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  the  Soci(^ty.  Mr.  E.  B.  Snovr, 
vice  president,  read  a  i)ax)er  detail iug  the  principal 
local  events  of  tlie  preceding  yea]'.  Prof.  Willis  J. 
Eeecher,  I).  D.,  read  an  oiiginal  poem  entitlnd  ''The 
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NnjiunxttorS^  uftei*  wliicli  Pivsideiit  Seward  briefly 
addressed  the  Society,  ivviewing  the  work  which  had 
been  done  d.uring  the  year,  and  congratuhiting  the 
members  upon  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  Soci- 
ety. In  closing  he  extended  to  those  present,  in  l^e- 
lialf  of  himself  and  Mrs.  Seward,  the  unrestrained 
freedom  of  their  home.  An  hour  of  social  intercory>e^ 
fo]k)wed,  dnriiig  wliich  tlie  innumerable  objects  of 
interest  of  the  ''Seward  home"  were  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  all  present.  A  more  enjoyable  inaugura- 
tion of  the  new  year  could  scarcely  ])e  conceived,  noi* 
one  better  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
Society. 


CULTURE  AND  MANUFACTURE  Ol^ 
WOOL  IN  CAYUGA  COUNTY 

I  ROM  ITS  FIRST  I N  TRO I  >  L  CT  1(  jN 
TO  THE  PRrSENT  TIME. 


A  Paper  read  before  the  Caytga  County  Histork-ai.  Society 
February  nth,  1SS7, 

BY  WILLIAM  HAYDEN. 


CULTURE  AXJJ  MAXUPACTUEE  OF  WOOL 
IN  CAYUUfA  COUNTY 

FROM  ITS  FIRST  IXTllOI-l^rTIOX  TO  TilE 
PRESENT  TIME. 


Li  giving  yoti  a  fevr  incidents  connected  with  the 
early  raising  of  wool,  and  its  ninnufactiire  in  this 
county,  yoTi  will  allow  nie  to  state  tliat  it  is  not  niy 
purpose  to  give  a.  minute  account  oi'  what  our  large 
and  v.ell  Iviiov/n  establishments  have  done  imd  are 
now  doing,  but  to  put  on  record  a  few  facts  arjd  inci- 
dents connected  \vith  the  manufaclure  of  woolen 
goods,  of  which,  to  my  knov.  ledge,  there  is  no  docu- 
mentary history.  Most  of  the  information  possessed 
by  me,  except  fiom  personal  knowledge,  was  obtained 
from  my  father,  and  other  minabers  of  his  fandly, 
who  v.'ere  among  the  early  settlers,  and  nearly  all  co]i- 
iiected,  nujre  or  less,  with  the  business. 

In  looking  back  through  the  past  ages  I  am  led  to 
conclude  that  no  nmterial  progress  had  been  made  in 
the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods,  for  the  past  30()U 
years,  until  the  last  half  of  the  ISth  centuj'y.  when 
the  cai'ding  machine,  the  spinning- jenny  and  ily  shut- 
tle were  inveiited,  that  of  tlie  spiiming- jenny  Vxu'ng 
the  result  of  an  accident.  In  17()0.  Jaujes  llai'grave, 
a  })oor,  illiterate  mechanic  of  England,  who  Inid  sup- 
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ported  liiiiiseli'  and  a  large  family  by  spinning  and 
weaving,  nni'le  nnmerons  attempts  to  so  arrange  spin- 
dles that  lie  might  l)e  ai)le  to  spin  two  or  more  threads 
at  a  time,  only  to  meet  vrith  disappointment,  nntil  he 
had  about  concluded  it  to  be  imx^os.sible.  By  accident 
one  of  his  cliildren  upset  his  spinning  wheel  while  he 
was  at  \N-ork,  and,  retaining  the  thread  in  hand,  vras 
surprised  at  seeing  the  wheel  continue  to  revolve 
A\hile  in  a  horizontal  posirion  vsitli  llie  spindle  verti- 
cal. This  little  incident  gave  him  new  ideas  and 
encouragement,  which  in  a  short  time  crowned  his 
efforts  with  success  and  eventually  led  to  a  pei'fect 
I'evolutiou  in  the  manner  of  spiujiing  both  wool  and 
cotton. 

Sheep  have  contributed  to  the  comfort  of  man  from 
the  earliest  time,  as  we  hnd  it  the  lirst  animal  imnied 
in  the  J3ible  —  Genesis  iv,  2  :  ''And  Abel  was  a  keep- 
er of  sheep."  Fi'om  this  time  down  throiigh  all  the 
ages,  siiv'ep  have  been  man's  best  friend,  contrilniting 
of  its  fleece  more  to  clothe  the  humaji  family,  tlian  is 
derived  from  all  other  sonrces  combined,  while  its 
ties!)  is  largely  used. as  a  meat  food  all  over  the  world 
and  in  many  countries  its  milk  is  coJisidered  indis- 
J3ensabie. 

Wool  was  an  article  of  conmierce  and  high  value 
among  all  the  ancient  nations,  and  we  hnd  that 
crowned  heads  were  not  above  caiing  for  sheep — 
II  Kiiigs  III,  4.  ''AndMesha  king  of  Moab,  was  a 
slieep  nmsiMr,  and  rendered  unto  the  king  of  Israel  an 
hundred  thousand  lamlis  and  an  hundred  thousand 
rams,  with  tlie  wool."  Thus  we  learn  that  in  this  re- 
mote agv  iiocks  were  owned  in  sullicient  magnitude  to 
satisfy  tlie  most  ardi-nt  longing  of  a  Texas  or  Califor- 
nia ranch aian.  That  wool  was  spun  in  those  early  days 
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\v- til  111  in  Exodus  xxxv,  2.")-5(5,  "Anrl  nil  ilip  woiu- 
•Mi  tliat  were  v.ise  hearted  did  s}>in  with  tlieir  hands," 
etc.  "And  all  the  women  whose  hearts  stirred  them 
np  in  wisdom  spun."  etc.  The  art  of  weaving  dates 
to  the  earli(\st  dawn  of  civilization,  but  in  wliat  coun- 
try the  loom  was  lirst  invented,  history  fails  to  give  an 
account.  We  find  it  practiced  witli  great  sidll  by  the 
ancients  of  the  East.  In  Egypt  specinuuis  have  l>=-pn 
found  entombed  with  the  dead  that  would  do  credit  to 
any  age  or  nation,  which  nuist  have  been  v/rought, 
long  before  the  advent  of  the  Israelites  into  their 
country.  Nor  would  I  say  tliat  powe)'  looms,  m'o- 
pelled  by  machinery,  were  unknown  to  the  ancients, 
for  Job  must  have  had  sonietliing  that  moved  with 
great  rax)idity,  in  his  mind  v^iien  he  says  "My  days 
are  swifter  than  a  weavers  shitttle."  That  the  art 
of  fulling  was  understood,  we  hud  stifficient  evidenc*^ 
from  numerous  mention  in  the  Bible  of  fuller's 
('\\\]\  fuller  s  earth,  ftiller's  soap,  and  fuller  s  held. 
We  also  have  the  best  of  reasons  to  believe  that  the 
art  of  dyeing  had  arrived  to  a  liigli  dearee  of  perfec- 
tion, since  we  hnd  scarlet,  crin.ison  and  i)urple  in  gen- 
eral use,  all  of  which  are  colors  requiring  more  than 
ordinary  skill  for  their  com})osirion. 

From  the  best  evidence  obtained  I  have  been  led  t<^ 
conclude  that  the  lirst  introduction  of  sheep  into  Vny- 
uga  county  was  a  small  tiock  of  less  than  twenty, 
from  the  eastern  part  of  Pennsylvania  into  the  soutli 
part  of  the  town  of  Ledyard.  in  the  sununei'  oi*  fall  of 
179-1,  and  probably  anothnr  thr  same  season  into  the 
town  of  Genoa,  most  of  wliich  were  destroyed  by 
wolves,  or  other  wild  animals  which  existed  then  in 
large  numbers.  A  year  or  two  later  several  small 
flocks  reached  llie  town  of  Aurelius,  most  of  which 
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fojiTul  a  sro])})in:r  place  in  that  ]»art  (''Hniu-isino;  rli^' 
present  town  of  Sennett.  Tin's  a})XK*ar:f  to  liave  j»roved 
a,  better  investment  to  the  enterprising  settlers, 
tliey  having  prol>a])ly  profited  from  the  sad  experience 
ol*  their  neighboj's  in  Ledyard.  and  learned  tliat  eter- 
nal vigilance  was.  in  those  days,  the  price  of  sheep. 

The  new  settler,  after  making  a  commencement  l>y 
clearing  a  fev.-  acres  on  his  farm,  pnttina-  np  a  lr»L>: 
honse  and  procniiiig  a  cow,  iiadt  a  desire  for  a  liock  of 
slieep,  bnt  often  felt  that  his  means  Avere  too  limited 
and  the  ijrospect  of  raisin.c:  money  snfMcient  for  a  cash 
purchase  too  uncertain,  soon  found  a  way  to  accom- 
plish liis  X'^iil'^^^f.  Thousands  of  sJieep  were  driven 
into  the  county  with  the  object  of  "  letting  oitt  to 
dotible/'  whicli  meant  to  let  a  pjerson  have  a  certain 
number,  to  be  returned  at  a  time  agreed  upon. — in 
two,  three  or  four  years,  in  as  good  condition  and 
dtOid^le  in  number.  A  large  rate  of  interest,  but  v/hat 
proved  in  many  cases  the  foundation  of  large  flocks 
and  so  in  time  a  lilessing  to  many.  Another  system 
in  practice  was  to  let  slieep  for  longer  tenns.  the  one 
taking  them  to  rettirn  the  owtier  a  certain  amount  of 
wool  per  head  f  generally  one  and  one-half  pounds") 
each  season,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  lease  of  six. 
eight  or  ten  years,  as  had  been  agreed,  to  return  as 
many  sheep  as  good  in  age  and  all  other  conditions  as 
those  received  and  he  retaining  the  increase. 

To  relate  a  little  incident  may  not  l)e  out  of  place 
here  :  One  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Mentz, 
after  a  year's  hard  vrork  on  his  purchase,  having 
made  a  good  clearing  and  put  things  in  shape  for 
liousekee])ini:-.  returned  tr>  lii>  foi-mer  home  in  Wash- 
ington county  to  claim  his  Ijetrothed.  After  the 
marriage  ceivniony.  the  olliciatiiig  clergyman  vras  ten- 
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dei'ed  a  liberal  fee.  He  being  of  a  generous  rlis})osil  io?i, 
handed  the  amount  to  the  bride  accompanied  l)y  a 
request  that  she  invest  theamofiitt  in  sliee})  and  have 
them  imt  out  to  doui)le  on  as  good  terms  as  possible 
and  tliat  tliey  and  their  increase  be  so  kept  until  her 
hrst  born  son  should  arrive  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
when  all  should  be  his.  Sux)i)Osing  the  ntimb;?r  of 
sheep  bought  was  eight,  and  tlie  time  twenty-seven 
years,  when  the  son  arrived  at  his  majority  the  liock 
would  amount  to  4(J96. 

From  the  year  1800  forvrard,  by  the  contintial  intro- 
duction from  the  east,  and  natural  causes,  the  increase 
of  sheep  in  the  cotmty  was  rapid,  while  the  facilities 
for  tlie  manufacttire  of  the  wool  remained  limited  and 
primitive.  Wool  carding  was  all  done  by  hand,  with 
a  i^air  of  hand  cards,  while  the  spinning  was  done  on 
a  home-made  wheel,  which  was  often  constructed  by 
some  member  of  the  family  or  neighl^orhood  who  hap- 
I)ened  to  be  gifted  with  a  sufficient  aniotmt  of  skill. 
The  wheel  was  made  sometinies  entirely  of  wood,  btit 
generally  with  an  iron  spi]idle  forged  by  some  country 
blacksmith.  Tlie  weaving  of  the  yarn  thus  made,  into 
cloth,  was  done  by  some  women  of  the  vicinity,  edti- 
cated  in  that  line  of  work,  on  a  loom  equally  as  crtide 
as  the  spinning  wlieel.  Her  pay  vras  from  fotir  to  six 
cents  ])er  yard,  and  enabled  her  to  earn  from  twenty- 
five  to  lifty  cents  per  day,  according  to  her  skill  and 
the  quality  of  yarn. 

This  is  the  condition  in  wliicli  we  find  woolen  man- 
tifacturing  in  Cayuga  county  at  the  commencement  of 
the  ]»rebHnt  century,  prior  to  which  all  woolen  cloth 
made  had  bv-en  used  as  it  canit^  from  the  loom,  and 
consequently  was  siuiply  tlannel.  Aaron  Hayden.  of 
Conway,  Massachusetts,  in  the  sx>ring  of  JSOO,  altera 
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live  weeks'  journey,  willi  ox  and  horse  teams,  reached 
tliis  county  and  located  two  and  one-liali  miles  north 
of  Hardenburg's  Corners,  now  tlie  city  of  Auburn, 
and  in  tlie  early  fall  of  the  same  year  erected  the  tirsi 
fulling  mill  operated  in  tlie  county  of  Cayuga.  Tht- 
mill  was  w^hat  is  knov%-n  to  the  craft  as  a  crank  mill, 
consisting  of  a  stock  and  two  wooden  hammers,  each 
of  about  ten  by  twenty  incli  face,  worked  back  and 
forth  against  the  cloth  by  a  double  crank,  so  tliat 
while  one  was  driven  back,  tlie  otlier  was  drawn  for- 
ward to  retarn  at  the  next  revolution  of  the  wh<-el. 
This  mil]  was  of  capacity  to  full  sixty  yards  in  twenty - 
four  hoars.  The  power  was  obtained  from  water  How  - 
ing  from  a  large  spring  on  his  farm.  For  the  more 
pailicular  information  of  tlie  members  of  this  Society. 
I  will  state  that  the  spring  here  si^oken  of  is  about 
forty  rods  to  the  north- v\-est  of  the  North  street  forks, 
one  road  leading  to  Weedsport  and  the  other  to  Seti- 
nett,  and  now  ov:ned  by  Joseph  Price.  Mr.  Hayden 
tised  this  mill  for  fulling  such  cloth  as  was  made  in 
the  vicinity  and  brought  to  him  for  that  ptirpose,  un- 
til his  death  in  1804.  Mr.  Hayden  also  practiced  dye- 
ing and  finishing  or  dressing  cloth,  in  his  primitive 
manner,  using  a  five-pail  bi'ass  kettle  in  which  to  do 
tlie  dyeing,  and  for  sheaiing  a  pair  of  shears  consist- 
ing of  two  ponderoTts  blades,  and  looking  more  like  a 
pair  of  mammoth  sheep  shears  than  like  a  modern 
shearing  maciiine.  This  machine  was  operated  by  the 
hands,  the  broad  blades  lying  flat  tipon  tlie  cloth,  wliicli 
\\  as  spread  over  an  evenly  ctishioned  table,  a  man  being 
able  to  shear  from  eight  to  twelve  yards  per  day,  ac- 
cording to  his  experience  in  tlie  Imsiness.  Tlie  second 
fulling  mill  is  l)e]ieved  to  hav(^  been  erected  two  years 
later  in  the  town  of  Ledyard,  at  what  is  now  known 
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n?  Bhirk  Jlovk.  In  JS(>:->  ^Iv.  Tyler  (^Daiifirulh'-i- of 
R.  E.  Tyler,  of  \]n^  <^'ity.j  built  a  mill  ;iT  the  York 
strf^eT  sprinir  and  Thus  f^ave  lii^s  nanie  not  only  to  th^^ 
spring,  but  to  tlie  whole  stream,  vducli  is  still  known 
as  the  Tyler  brook. 

Eigiiteen  hundred  and  four  dates  the  ii]st  huTiodnr- 
tion  of  a  wr>o]  carding  snachine,  for  carding  wool  into 
rolls.  Ijy  one  John  Vv^illver,  which  was  located  on  or 
near  the  present  site  of  the  Lewis  tioiiring  mill,  <»n 
Genesee  street.  From  this  time  carding  machines, 
and  fulliim'  mills,  \\  irh  all  other  machinery  necessary 
for  tlie  dy.-iiig  and  dresr^ing  oi"  clorli,  were  generally 
buili  and  o])erated  tog^-vher.  aT?d  known  as  clothing 
works.  In  IPoo  Levi  S.  Tryon  *  grandfather  of  Oscar 
Tryon  of  this  city, )  V^uiit  what  ^^'a5  at  that  time  con- 
sidered tlie  most  complete  works  of  tlie  kind  west  of 
Albany,  and  which  he  continued  to  operate  sncces.s- 
fnlly  until  it  was  destroyed  by  lire,  in  tlie  winter  <d 
1S35.  The  location  <*!  these  works  was  at  tlie  east  end 
of  what  is  known  as  the  up]>er  dam.  where  the  Bencli 
brothers  now  are.  The  number  of  such  works  in- 
creased with  the  demand  until  nearly  evei  y  town  in 
the  C(.)unty  could  b'~'ast  of  one  or  more,  so  that  by  the 
year  lS3t>.  or  befoie.  more  than  tilty  set  of  caiTliiio- 
machines  were  making  rolls  in  I  lie  coiiniy.  The  sea- 
son for  carding  wonld  commence  as  early  as  tlie 
vreathe]  would  permit  of  washing  sheep,  generally 
from  the  middle  of  May  to  Juiie  1st.  From  this  time 
forth  machines  would  be  run  day  ami  nigiit,  until  :Sep- 
tember.  all  women  being  in  a  gieat  hurry  to  get  their 
rolls  earlv,  that  the  spinninu'  iiii^lir  be  done  during; 
warm  v.'eatlier.  Knowing  the  ca.i)aci!y  of  a  single  set 
of  machines.  I  tliink  myself  safe  in  ass^-rtiiig  that  not 
less  than  5ot»,000  jujunds  of  wool  luiist  have  been  card- 
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fHl  into  rolls  eacli  seasoii  for  a  number  of  years.  This 
vast  pile  of  roils  (containing  about  lot)  to  the  pound/) 
necessitated  their  being  handled  a  single  one  at  a 
time,  for  the  pur]K)se  of  spinning,  by  women  of  this 
county.  When  hel])  was  hired  to  s])in.  the  wages 
were  usually  seventy-live  cents  per  week  and  board  : 
one  rnn  and  a  half  ot*  warj^  and  two  runs  of  fdling 
constituting  a  day's  work.  The  standard  run  of  yarn 
was  1600  yards,  usually  reeled  on.  a  two-yjird  reel  in 
two  skeins,  whicli  v>'ere  subdivided  into  ten  equal 
])arts  of  forty  threads  called  knots.  The  price  paid 
for  carding  for  several  years  v/as  sixpence  ])er  ])ound, 
Imt  competition  reduced  it  to  threepence  for  cash,  or 
ready  pay,  and  four])ence  credit  or  barte]',  wliich  was 
the  more  usual  practice,  farmers'  products  being  the 
usual  medium  of  payment.  Wheat  was  a  legal  tender 
at  one  dollar  per  bushel,  whicli,  to  turn  into  money, 
must  be  carted  to  rtica,  imt  aboard  of  tlat  boats,  and 
floated  down  the  Mohawk  to  Albany.  i\lany  times  1 
have  lieard  my  father  relate  that  at  one  tinx^  he  had 
wheat  nuide  into  flour  in  this  city,  sent  to  Utica  b^^ 
sleighs,  and  sold  for  two  dollars  t)er  barrel,  to  irdy 
for  dye  woods.  At  another  time,  vvdien  he  had  allowed 
more  than  8000  l)ushels  to  accuniulate  on  his  hands, 
in  anticipation  of  being  able  to  realize  better  prices, 
and  a  time  arriving  when  it  was  necessary  for  lii])t  to 
sell,  the  only  cash  oiler  obtainable  vras  two  shillings 
nine  pence,  or  thirry-four  and  three-eigliths  cents  per 
bushel,  delivered  at  a  tloui'ing  mill  wheiv  the  city 
water  woi'ks  are  now  located. 

Machine  carding  of  wool,  like  numy  oiher  gi'eat  in- 
ventions and  imp] ovemenls.  did  not  meet  with  the 
favor  of  all  at  the  outset,  some  old  ladies  declaring 
that  all  wool  carded  b}^  nuichine  would  certainly  be 
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s})(»il«Ml,  while  oliiers  vv-ei*e  smv  tliMt  all  sncli  innova- 
tions ]nu>\  i>"  the  iii\'entioii  ol  tlit^  evil  o]ie,  iiiui  only 
int>,nKled  to  make  tiieir  daiigliter-i  hizy. 

Most  sliee])  in  the  county,  up  to  ah^ont  tlie  year 
1817,  liad  l)eeii  of  tlie  coarse  wool,  long  legge^L  jn.ni]*- 
ing  kind.  Ahour  tlds  date  a  craze  set  in  for  soni^^- 
thing  nev.'.  that  v^onld  prodtice  a  liner  article  of  wool. 
Tlie  Saxoii  slieep  took  tlie  prelVreiic;.^  in  this  seciion, 
and  i]]  a  few  years  tliey  constituted  a  Jiiajority  of  th^* 
shee})  in  tln^  county.  At  this  time  Caynga  was  !i()tfMl 
for  its  htrg'^  and  tine  liocks,  many  of  Avliich  conlaiti'-d 
a  thousand  (>r  more  sheep  and  ])ossess(^d  a  iiatiojial 
i-epui  :i  •  ion.  Amo.fg  (lie  noted  breeders  of  line  Saxoii^. 
who  ^^'e■!v  owiiti^rs  of  thx'ks  worthy  of  mention.  I  now 
recall  r'le  names  of  Jo^ieph  F.  Osijorn  of  Mentz,  Jud^e 
.Iose])li  L.  Kicliavdson  of  AuorLru.  Messrs.  Airi*dius 
and  Elijaj!  Wheeier  of  Anrelius.  Frederick  CiiJd'.n-- 
sleeve  and  Gen.  Josepli  Pettit  of  vSciido.  and  Joiin 
Marsli  of  Ledyard.  The  ileece  of  tins  sheep  weigluMl 
only  about  tvro  ])Ounds  eacli.  but  v/as  tine  of  til)re  and 
ven-y  fr-'c  from  oil  or  gtim,  giving  a  variety  in  quality 
of  goovls  not  ])Ossil)le  <)eLore  theij'  int  roduction.  That 
cloth  made  in  the  coarse  anil  ]n-imitive  manner  de- 
.scribed,  entered  into  tlie  formation  of  garments  to  ajiy 
consideral>]e  amount  scuue  will  think  im]>roba}t]e. 
The  facts  in  the  case  ars-,^  otherwist^ :  ;i  large  inajoriry 
of  not  onl\'  farmers  and  mechardcs,  bu.t  of  merchants 
and  ])rofessional  nien  vsore  these  goods.  From  avooI 
i-aised  by  Frederick  Gildersleeve  of  Sci])io,  s])'in  au'.l 
wove  in  his  hou.se,  was  made  clotii  suilicient  for  a 
complete  suit  of  clotlies  whicli  was  ])i'esiUit(nl  to  Amei  - 
ica's  greacte^t  cliam})ioii  of  pi-utection,  Henry  Clay, 
which  he  considt^-ed  good  enougli  for  him  to  v/ear 


28 


CULTUKE  AND  MANrFACTX'RE  OF  WOOL 


whilM  occupying  the  honorable  position  of  spcnkpr  of 
the  house  of  representatives  at  Wasliington. 

Fifty  years  ago  no  ready-made  clothing  for  men 
was  ke].)t  for  sale  in  this  county.  Its  iirst  manufact- 
ure was  commenced  in  the  prison  in  1838. 

Again  tliousands  of  pieces  were  annually  finished 
as  flannel,  by  being  dyed  a  madder  red,  a  wine,  o]- 
Loudon  brown,  and  pressed  for  vroman's  wear;  live 
yards,  of  one  yaixl  wide,  being  considered  sufRcienr 
for  a  dress  x^^^ttern.  Until  after  the  completion  of  tlie 
Erie  canal  in  1824,  but  little  dye  woods  had  been  tised 
excepting  such  as  were  furnished  by  the  native  woofls 
and  ba]'ks,  the  principal  biding  butternut,  black  wal- 
nut, sumac,  oak,  asli,  soft  maple  and  hemlock.  "When 
foreign  dye  woods  vrere  to  be  had  they  were  brought 
in  the  stick,  generally  from  four  to  eight  inclies  in 
diameter,  and  four  feet  long,  and  usually  converted 
into  chips  with  a  common  ax.  to  ])repare  it  for  nse. 
The  old  adage  that  every  tiock  has  its  black  sheep  was 
literally  more  than  true  during  the  days  of  home- 
spun, and  instead  of  its  being  despised  and  rejected, 
as  at  present,  was  i]i  great  favor,  and  carefully  pro- 
tected from  the  butcher's  knife.  The  black  sheep's 
wool  mixed  with  white,  not  only  saved  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  dyeing,  but  was  the  source  from  which 
was  derived  the  coveted  sheep's  gray  cloth.  When 
knit  into  socks  many  believed  them  to  be  much  warm- 
er than  when  made  from  other  wool,  besides  being  a 
sure  preventive  and  cure  of  chilblains.  I  have  known 
of  persons  traveling  miles  to  x^i'ocure  a  small  lock  of 
natural  bladv  wool  to  place  in  the  eai*  to  cure  or  pre- 
vent its  aching. 

The  tirst  to  engage  in  the  mantifaclure  of  woolen 
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clotlis  m  the  county,  as  a  special  and  distinct  bnsiness, 
was  Williani  Ilayden,  a  son  of  tlie  operator  of  the  first 
fulling  mill.  Tlie  princi])al  advantage  possessed  over 
the  nsnal  mode  of  spinning  was  the  introduction  of 
the  spinning  jenny,  m aiding  ten  threads  v/hile  the  for- 
mer made  1  nit  one;  and  a  newly  invented  (Parscms) 
sliearing  nmcliine,  containing  three  blades,  two  s])iral, 
which  revolved  against  a  straight  stationary  one,  and 
intended  to  be  turned  by  hand  with  a  crank.  Mr. 
Hayden,  believing  water  power  to  be  mncli  cheapei', 
and  more  steady  than  that  derived  from  the  avei'age 
boy,  conceived  the  idea  and  made  the  ax)plication, 
which  proved  a  success,  and  it  is  belie\'ed  he  was  tlie 
first  to  so  operate  a  sheaiing  machine,  in  this  or  any 
otlier  county.  Encouraged  by  the  high  price  of  cloth, 
caused  by  the  war  of  1812-14,  Mr.  Ilayden  commenced 
his  ]iew  enterprise  under  most  favorable  ausx^ices,  and 
for  a  few  years  was  very  successful.  Tlie  rex)eal  of 
the  non-intercourse  laws  vdth  Great  Britain,  combined 
with  a  very  low  rate  of  import  duty,  invited  an  im- 
mense importation  of  foivign  goods  and  reduced  the 
price  of  domestics  far  below  actual  cost  to  the  manu- 
facturer. This,  combined  with  tlie  gi'eat  scarcity  of 
money,  or  its  almost  total  <li'ainage  from  tlie  country, 
to  pay  for  importations,  soon  caused  a  suspension  of 
the  ])usiness.  The  above  busijiess  v.tis  conunenced  in 
1817  near  the  })resent  location  of  David  \Vads\vorth  & 
Son's  scythe  factory,  now  in  this  city,  tlien  in  the 
tov^^n  of  Aurelius.  Mr.  ITayden  continued  to  card 
wool  and  di'ess  cloth,  renujving  in  the  spring  of  1824 
to  the  present  site  of  the  Ilayden  factory,  near  Port 
Byron,  doing  a  largv  shar(^  ol  such  work  until  1844, 
when,  in  connection  wit  is  a  soa,  uiuh'r  the  hrm  name 
of  William  Ilayden       Son,  hi,'  added  niacliinery  for 
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the  luanui'acture  oT  a  line  of  cloliis,  ilannels  and  yarn, 
desiiiTied  expres:-ly  for  the  lionie  market,  ^oon  build- 
ing up  a  retail  trade  unsurpassed  by  any  of  the  kind 
in  the  state.  Their  goods  in  a  short  time  were  as  fa- 
milial' as  *' household  words"  tlirougkout  central  New 
York,  and  known  as  Hayden's  extra  durable,  no 
slioddy  cloths  and  flannels.  Some  cloths  manufact- 
ured by  this  lirm  became  historical,  notably  the  drab 
overcoat  worn  by  Horace  Greeley  for  twelve  or  iifteen 
years,  ^vllen  it  was  stolen.  He  mourned  over  the  coat 
declaring  tliat  it  had  not  outlived  one-half  of  its  days 
of  usefulness.  This  mill  has  continued  to  be  operated 
by  its  originators,  or  some  one  of  the  sons,  to  tlie 
present  time,  and  is  now  the  only  one  of  the  kind  left 
in  tlie  county,  out  of  hfteen  or  tvrenty  that  liave  at 
different  j)eriods  i^een  o^jerated  within  its  borders. 

The  second  enterprise  in  woolen  manufacturing  was 
hy  Philip  Winegar,  at  Union  Springs,  about  1S23  or 
4,  and  was  continued  in  operation  by  himself  or  sons, 
uiitil  tliey  removed  to  what  is  now  known  as  the  Can- 
oga  mills,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city.  This  latter 
building  \vas  ei'ected  for  the  j^tirpose  of  a  factory  in 
18:20,  hy  one  Eels,  an  Englishman,  but  for  reasons  on- 
ly known  to  himself,  the  entei'xjrise  was  abandoned 
by  Eels'  sudden  departure  from  the  coraiti'y. 

In  ISi^l)  Josiah  Har])er,  a  manufacturer  from  Colum- 
l)ia  county,  obtained  a  contract,  and  commenced  the 
mamtl'acture  of  satinet  in  the  prison,  but  soon  after 
changed  to  carpets,  which  he  continued  with  good 
siK^cess  for  a  number  of  years,  and  until  removed  to 
his  large  buildings  on  AYashington  sti'eet,  where,  un- 
der the  iirm  name  of  Josiah  Barber  &  Sons,  it  is  con- 
tinued in  connection  witfi  their  ten  set  woolen  factory 
for  the  juanufacture  of  broadcloths,  the  two  mills  con- 
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:siiiiiiTig  more  than  1,0(h).()(X)  i^ouiid^  of  wool  aiiiiually, 
and  employing  about  27o  hands.  These  mills  are  now 
owned  and  conducted  by  the  family  of  ihe  founder  of 
this  inmiense  industry.  Mr.  Bai'Der  was  also  at  one 
time  hirgely  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  cheap 
tlannels  at  Tliroopsville. 

Reuben  and  Aivah  Riker  operated  a  factory  at  the 
south  end  of  the  i^/ison  dam.  for  a  numbei'  of  years, 
and  were  the  first  to  introduce  indigo  blue  dyeing  into 
the  county. 

John  C.  Barr  built  and  conducted  a  factory  a  sea- 
son, one-half  mile  south  of  T]iruu]).>vil]e,  selling  out  to 
an  Englishman  by  the  name  uf  .Mjdwood,  who  con- 
tinued the  making  of  excellent  cloths  for  several 
yeai'S. 

David  Edwards,  direct  from  AVales,  a  born  manu- 
facture'and  well  versfd  in  all  its  branches,  started 
another  at  what  is  now  familiarly  known  as  the  bone- 
yard,  one-half  mile  north  of  tlie  Canoga  mills.  Owing 
to  a  limited  amount  of  capital,  and  a  dispute  in  regard 
to  his  I'ights  in  tlie  use  of  v/ater,  lie  af>andoned  the 
place  and  located  near  Ithaca,  where  better  results 
favored  his  well  deserved  elf i>i  ts.  Other  factories  were 
built  and  operated  in  Loci^e,  Moravia  and  Owasco, 
mostly  for  a  few  years,  Vvdien  they  would  be  aban- 
doried  as  unprofitable. 

Of  our  large  vroolen  mills  I  vv  iil  make  only  Inief 
mention  : 

The  Atiburn  Woolen  Company's  mill,  sitmited  in 
tlie  south  part  of  the  city,  was  lirst  erected  in  1^47, 
since  Avhich  time  it  has  been  much  enlarged  and  im- 
proved, both  in  building  and  machinery,  and  is  today 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  thoroughly  equii)ped  fac- 
tories in  the  state,  running  twent}'-hve  set  of  njachin- 
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ery,  using  al»ouL  one  and  one-lialf  million  pounds  ol' 
tlie  finest  wool  annually,  and  turning  out  fancy  cassi- 
nieres  in  patterns  and  tinisli  equal  to  the  best  impoit- 
ed,  for  wliicli  they  are  often  sold. 

The  Canoga  mills,  owned  and  operated  by  ])arties 
interested  in  the  ALiburn  Woolen  Company,  run  five 
set,  making  goods  identical.  The  mill  is  located  one 
and  one-half  miles  l)elow. 

The  carpet  factory  of  Xye  &  Wait  (George  F.  X ye 
and  William  F.  Wait},  is  located  at  what  is  familiarly 
known  to  all  Auburn  people  as  Hackney  falls,  and  is 
possessed  of  the  best  water  power  on  the  Owasco  out- 
let. Their  buildings  and  machinery  are  all  hrst  class 
in  every  particular,  enabling  them  to  turn  out  one- 
half  njillion  yards  annually  of  extra  superfine  cai'- 
peTs. 

Another  and  radical  change  in  the  breed  of  sheep 
commenced  in  this  county  about  the  year  1836,  vrheii 
Joseph  F.  Osborn  of  Mentz.  and  one  or  two  jjersons 
residing  in  the  south  part  of  the  county,  made  a  vent- 
ure in  the  purchase  of  a  few  choice  blood  Spanish 
Merinos  at  X'lict^s  wjiich  had  been  unknovrn  in  this 
section.  Small  liocks  of  Merinos  had  been  introduced 
into  Connecticut  and  Vermont  early  in  the  present 
century,  with  the  idea  of  imiu'oving  their  native 
liocks.  A  few  having  been  preserved  in  pure  blood, 
it  was  demonstrated  that  no  country  in  the  world  was 
better  adapted  to  their  greatest  development.  The 
rage  to  possess  pure  blood  Merinos  may  be  said  to 
have  culminated  in  1865,  when  the  choice  of  some  of 
the  n(jted  liocks  sold  for  fabulous  prices,  that  of  a 
sht^ep,  in  several  instances,  reaching  as  high  asslO,000 
to  s'io.ooo,  and  aggregating  more  than  850  per  pound 
of  live  weight.    Improvement  in  shee})  culture  has 
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continued  with  iiinrked  success  so  that  at  the  present 
time  tloclvs  ait^  not  nnconmion  tliat  produce  lleeces 
averaiiina-  in  wei^lit  more  than  twelve  pounds  each. 
Tlioseof  Howard  Ti'von  ol*  Fieinin.g,  and  Newel  Franlv- 
lin  of  Ledyai'd,  are  deserving  ol  special  mention.  The 
lleeces  of  today  may  l>e  said  to  weigh  more  tlian  tlave 
times  those  in  the  days  of  the  Saxons,  and  not  a  single 
sheep  of  the  latter  is  now  left  in  the  county. 

The  time  of  the  last  enterprise  in  the  manufacture 
of  woolen  clotlis  in  tlie  county  luis  no^v  been  reached. 
In  ISGG  ^yilliam  Hayden,  Jr.  and  Richard  T.  Morgan, 
AvitJi  tirm  name  of  William  Ha} den,  Jr.  <fc  Co.,  efl'ect- 
ed  a  lease  of  a  newly  erected  builditig  at  the  dam  a 
few  rods  below  Auburn's  present  noted  stone  arch 
bridge.  This  l.)uilding  they  equlpiied  for  a  two  set 
mill  of  new  and  latest  improved  machinery,  the  cards 
and  ;*acks  being  the  largest  ever  nsed  in  the  county 
u})  to  this  time.  With  one  of  the  latter,  containing 
264  spindles,  a  man  was  able  to  x)roduce  an  amount  of 
yarn  that  would  have  reqtiin  d  the  united  effort  of  at 
least  200  women,  with  the  spinning  wheel,  to  have 
equaled  in  the  same  space  of  time.  This  hrm  manu- 
factured none  but  honest  goods,  and  found  a  ready 
market  for  all  they  were  al)le  to  produce,  and  should 
have  proved  a  fortune  to  all  interested.  Like  the  fii'st 
enterprise  of  the  kind  in  the  county,  this  was  com- 
menced soon  after  the  close  of  a  war,  when  prices 
were  highly  in.ilated,  ar.d  as  a  consequence  conducted 
on  a  continually  falling  market.  Soon  after  the  expi- 
ration of  tlieir  lease  of  the  building  the  machinery 
was  sold  to  J.  S.  Manro,  who  used  it  for  nniny  years 
in  making  the  celebrated  Manro  yarns. 

In  taking  a  retrosi)ective  view,  we  lind  not  less  than 
three  complete  revolutions  in  the  manner  of  manufact- 
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uring  woolen  clotlis  since  tiie  lirst  year  of  the  prest'iit 
centnry.  At  the  lirst  iinnd  cards  only  were  used, 
wljicli  were  su])])l(nnented  by  the  cardin^-  machine  for 
making  rolls  ;  they  in  turii  giving  way  to  the  small 
factories.  And  so  com])l'-te  is  the  displaceiiK'nt  of  tiie 
roll  card,  that  of  more  than  hfty  machines  engaged  in 
that  business  less  than  fifty  years  ago,  but  one  rn- 
mains  to  remind  us  of  the  X)tist.  The  single  remaining 
machine  is  rendered  historical  as  being  the  one  on 
which  jMillard  Fillmore,  afterwards  president  of  the 
United  States,  served  his  apprenticeship.  The  small 
factory  in  its  turn  is  driven  to  the  wall  hx  the  large 
eor])orations,  which,  with  capital  and  skill,  combined 
v/itli  a  classification  .of  labor,  X'l'oduce  goods  at  a  less 
cost  than  possible  for  the  former.  The  spinning  wlinnl 
was  followed  at  lirst  by  the  jenny,  then  by  the  jack  and 
now  by  thx  mule.  By  the  help  of  the  latter  a  girl  of 
fiiteen,  with  much  less  bodily  exej'tion,  can  accomplish 
more  than  was  possible  for  a  man  with  the  best  jacks, 
which  1  have  before  noticed  were  capable  of  doing  the 
work  of  more  than  200  women  in  the  old  maniuM". 
With  later  made  macliines  for  the  purpos(.\  one.  girl  is 
al)le  to  shear  more  cloth,  and  in  a  jnuch  better  man- 
ner,  than  could  1000  men  100  years  ago. 

Today  ten  peJ'Sons  witli  the  labor-saving  machinery 
invented  and  bj^ought  into  use  during  the  past  cent- 
ury, are  enabled  to  accomx)lish  as  much  in  the  manu- 
facture of  vroolen  goods  as  would  have  been  possil)le 
for  1000  to  have  done  before.  During  the  same  time 
the  vrages  of  operatives  have  increased  more  than  four 
fold,  enabling  tliem  to  dress  and  live  much  better  than 
did  p]'()})rietors  in  the  oldeii  times.  But  during  the  ^ame 
time  th(^  manner  of  living  lias  l:)een  revolutionized. 
What  were  tlnui  considered  luxuries  have  now  by 
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usage  ])ev'?onie  iiecef^saries,  so  that  it  is  but  little  more 
frequent  that  property  is  accumulated  b}^  days'  work 
than  formerly,  except  by  those  who  are  satisfied  to 
live  as  did  our  grandparents.  I  anticipate  the  ques- 
tion of  future  progress,  many  doubting  its  continuance 
possilde,  thinking  each  new  improvement  must  be  the 
culmination  of  per-fection.  From  what  direction,  or 
in  what  particular  line,  tlie  next  great  advance  will  b*^ 
made  is  not  for  me  to  predict,  but  that  it  is  sure  to 
come  is  the  tirm  belief  of  your  historian. 
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[A  peculiar  interest  attaches  itself  to  the  leadin,^' 
minds  among  the  eaily  setth^rs  of  the  country,  who 
entered  as  new  ground  tlie  regions  tliat  had  for  so 
many  centuries  remained  an  unbroken  wiklerness,  and 
wliich  was  hrst  opened  by  them  to  the  influences  of 
civilization,  and  which  will  doubtless  teem  with  enter- 
prise, intelligence,  and  educated  mind  for  long  centu- 
ries to  come.  Within  much  less  time  than  the  com- 
pass of  a  single  century,  the  forests  have  been  broken 
ana  SAvept  avray,  large  cities  have  sprung  up,  innumer- 
able and  richly  cultivated  llelds  have  si) read  over  a 
vast  domain,  and  through  the  agency  of  canals,  rail- 
roads and  other  genei-al  im})rovements,  this  young 
country  has  assumed  a  commercial  and  social  position, 
on  a  full  level  with  the  long  existing  communities  of 
Europe,  Among  tlie  men  who  toolv  an  early  and 
active  ])iu  {  in  tliese  improvements,  and  whose  in1lu- 
ence  w:ks  hugtdy  felt  in  ])romoting  the  general  ben^-ht 
of  the  j)eople  was  the  subject  of  tiiis  memoir.] 

David  'riiomas  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  r)Tli  of  June,  1776,  or  one 
montli  l)efore  the  D'-clar-Uion  of  Independence,  and 
he  wa.^  consequently  a  subject  of  George  III,  for  that 
bi-ipf  i)eri()d.  His  early  years  were  passed  during  the 
storms  and  commotions  of  that  struggle  foi-  life  and 
existence,  the  v/ar  of  the  American  Ivevoliition.  His 
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fatlier,  altlioii<4-]i  a  Tfieiti])e7'  of  tlie  Society  of  Friends, 
took  so  great  an  inter(^st  in  the  conflict  and  possessed 
so  miicli  intluence,  tliat  a  commission  as  colonel  of  a 
rifle  company  was  lield  by  liim,  but  he  was  never 
called  into  action  in  the  held.  David  Thomas  secured 
an  English  education  and  was  so  thorough  a  student 
in  mathematics  that  at  one  time  he  neai'ly  destroyed 
his  health  by  the  inteiiseness  of  his  studies.  After 
his  marriage  he  remo^'ed  in  1801  to  the  region  of 
country  in  Lycoming  county,  then  known  as  the  E] In- 
lands, and  also  by  tlie  name  of  Beech  Woods,  where 
he  purchased  several  liundivd  acres.  He  remained 
there  about  four  yeais,  during  whicli  time  he  gave 
special  attention  to  tlie  study  of  natni'al  history  and 
botany.  He  corresponded  with  the  elder  Prof.  Barton 
of  Philadelphia,,  one  of  the  first  botanists  of  that  day, 
who  named  a  new  genus  of  x^^^iif''^  after  him,  tlie 
Thomasia,  but  this  name  did  not  stand,  as  it  had  been 
X)revlously  apx^lied  to  another  j^lant,  after  a  Swiss 
botanist  of  that  name.  The  wild  and  magnificent 
scenery  of  that  region  naturally  inspired  a  x)oetical 
imaginati("»n,  and  lie  wrote  a  descrix^tive  X'Oem  entifled, 
"The  Wilderness,"  which,  however,  vras  never  pul)- 
lished,  but  r'emains  in  manuscrix)t,  and  as  a  brief 
sx)ecimen  I  cox)y  the  following  descrix)tive  account, 
addressed  to  a  friend  : 

"  Nor  linger  long, 
While  Allegany  rises  from  afar, 
Blue  in  the  dim  hori/.uii.    There  behold 
The  hind  of  fountains  and  perpetual  rills, 
Whose  waters  down  a  hundredi  rivers  roll 
To  visit  distant  climes.    And  now  they  dash 
The  sun-deserted  eoast  of  Lahn'ador, 
Or  sweep  the  deck  on  IIat.lci-as'  stormy  cape, 
Or  meet  in  southern  gulf  the  mighty  tide 
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That  hurries  round  the  Atlantie.    There  thine  eye 
Slial!  i"aiige  a  re^dfm  va.st,  whieh  ekiimed  its  form 
In  the  first  period  of  the  reign  of  Time. 
Hills  beyond  hiils  in  dim  suceession  rise 
And  stretch  alon^^  to  meet  tlie  orient  sun. 
Midst  these,  from  fancy's  airy  station,  see 
\Miere  Burnet's  loft}^  mountain  bounds  the  view 
And  overlooks  the  wild." 

He  also  wrote  vrliile  tliere  a  sliort  x^oem  entitled, 
'•The  Wounded  Duck,"  v/liioli  was  widely  pnbli&lied 
at  The  time.  It  referred  to  an  incident  which  occurred 
on  tlie  waters  of  the  beautiful  Elk  Lake,  in  front  of 
his  dv.-elling. 

He  lir.s  often  remarked  on  the  suddenness  with 
wliicli  Tliunderstornis  arose  and  swept  over  these 
niouijiains,  and  on  one  occasion  when  a  mile-  from 
home  ar  work  on  the  mountain  side,  he  saw  indica- 
tions of  a  gatherijig  tempest,  and  knowing  the  rapid 
progress  of  such  stoiTns,  left  immediately  on  a  run  for 
honiH.  His  quickness  of  foot  in  those  young  days  has 
been  compared  to  that  of  a  deer,  and  on  his  way  he 
had  just  passed  under  a  large  hemloclv  and  was  tweji- 
ty  yards  fi'om  it  when  it  was  shivered  to  fragments  by 
lightning.  Some  other  unustial  electric  occurrences 
which  he  witnessed  at  different  times,  were  of  so  inter- 
esting a  character  tliat  it  may  not  he  out  of  place  to 
narrate  them  Inieliy. 

During  his  early  residence  in  this  cotmty  the  light- 
ning struck  a  large  bass-vrood  on  his  fann  and  split  it 
into  r>ortions  about  the  size  of  fence  rails,  and  he  com- 
pleted the  work  ])y  cutting  them  of  the  usual  length 
for  building  the  fence.  Some  of  his  nem'h])ors  reaard- 
ed  him  with  much  suspicion  for  what  seemed  to  tliem 
almost  sacrilege  in  emph)ying  an  agent  from  the 
clouds  to  prepare  his  fencing  nuiterial.    On  another 
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occasion,  during  a  long  horsel'nck  joui'uey,  lie  was 
overtaken  by  a  dark  and  rainy  niglit.  Suddenly  two 
tiames  or  bushes  of  liglit  sirrung  up  from  liis  horse's 
ears,  an  appearance  which  has  sometimes  terriiied  the 
ignorant,  but  which  he  knew  at  once  to  ))e  the  result 
of  a  negatively  electric  cloud  overhead  ;  the  tluid  es- 
caping from  the  earth  to  the  cloud  alcove  through  the 
horse's  ears,  in  the  maniier  well  known  to  electricians 
in  the  form  of  a  brush  of  light.  Again,  after  his  re- 
moval to  Union  Springs,  another  curious  occurrence 
took  place.  An  electric  discharge,  as  loud  as  the  re- 
port of  a  musket,  passed  upward  througli  tlie  side  of 
his  house,  boring  a  liole  in  the  sill  board,  and  tlij'ow- 
ing  the  mud  on  the  window  panes  and  against  the 
coriace  above.  Tliese  marks  I'emained  for  some  years. 
While  residing  near  Aurora,  as  he  sat  one  stormy 
evening  in  his  study,  an  intensely  loud  clap  of  thun- 
der, followed  iiLstantaneously .  the  flash  of  lightning 
which  appeared  to  envelope  the  stove  and  pipe,  in  the 
room  where  he  sat,  in  tiame.  The  next  morning  tlie 
silver  point  of  the  contiguous  liglitning  rod  was  found 
melted  into  a  round  ball ;  and  the  joist  under  the 
stove  was  covered  with  splinters,  and  many  more  had 
fallen  on  the  celhir  bottom.  The  rod  had  not  brought 
down  the  whole  discharge,  and  x^art  liad  passed  into 
the  stovepipe  and  down  through  the  two  stories  of  the 
building,  producing  the  result  already  described. 

To  return  to  the  narrative.  After  remaining  nearly 
four  years  at  the  Elk  Lands  he  found  that  hovrever 
excellent  tlie  country  and  beautiful  the  scenery,  he 
was  too  far  fr(^m  all  markets,  and  widely  I'emoved 
from  the  various  facilities  of  civilization  ;  and  leavijig 
Ills  farm  he  removed  to  Levauna,  in  this  county,  and 
soon  after  purchased  and  S'^ttled  on  a  fai'in  in  tliat 
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neiglil)or]ioocl  wiiei'e  he  long  resided.  This  hinn  was 
a  portion  of  the  t'ou]*  hundred  acres  of  wheat,  sown  as 
the  first  crop  after  clearing  by  Judge  John  Eichard- 
son,  and  his  residence  was  known  to  his  many  cori'es- 
pondents  as  Great  Field. 

Althougli  he  had  not  received  a  medical  education 
he  had  given  niucli  attention  to  medical  reading,  and 
possessed  much  knowledge,  jndgment  and  skill. 
When  the  formidable  disease  known  as  the  ''cold 
plague"  prevailed  in  1812,  he  was  called  upon  by  his 
neighbors,  in  the  al)sence  of  a  physician,  and  had  a 
large  number  oC  patients  under  liis  immediate  charge. 
Every  one  of  tliese  recovered,  although  the  disease 
was  fatal  in  many  ca$es  elsewliere.  When,  in  I8I0, 
he  made  a  jouriiey  mostly  on  horseback  to  the  Wa- 
bash river,  at  Yincennes,  Terre-llaute  and  Fort  Harri- 
son the  exposure  of  the  journey  brought  on  symptoms 
of  rapidly  approaching  disease.  He  gave  the  follow- 
ing account  at  the  time:  ''Paroxysms  of  that  dis- 
tressing sensation  which  physicians  have  denominated 
an.riety  (the  stomach  being  the  seat  of  the  disease) 
had  daily  increased  ;  and  my  traveling  companion, 
(Jonathan  Swan  of  Aurora,)  had  marked  the  change 
with  silent  ap|>]'ehension.  On  descendi?ig  into  the 
first  tlats  of  tln^  Wabash  ri\  er  it  returned  with  vio- 
lence, and  I  entreated  my  companions  to  x^i'^P^^ji'e  an 
emetic  without  delay,  but  tlie  proposal  was  rejected, 
for  the  air  was  re2)]ete  with  ju^trid  vapoi",  the  sky 
overcast  and  the  ground  wet  with  the  late  rain.  In 
tliis  comfortless  exti'enuty,  without  the  means  of 
preparation,  T  applied  dry  pearlash  to  my  tongue  till 
tlie  skin  was  abraded,  taking  it  rather  in  agony  than 
in  hope.  The  r^dief  was  sudden  ;  the  fonivs  of  the 
fever  wei'e  neutralized,  and  my  recovery  seemed  like 
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enchantnienL  Ilepeated  dosps  of  tJiis  allvali  in  a  few 
days  completed  tlie  cure,  and  I  liave  since  witnessed 
its  efTicacy  in  otliers.  Its  action  is  chiefly  chemical. " 
This  substance,  tbe  sub-carbonate  of  potasli,  Jias  now- 
given  w^ay  to  others  in  domestic  use,  and  it  is  no  k)ng- 
er  to  be  had  in  shops. 

Again,  wdien  lie  was  ai')pointed  exploring  and  chief 
engineer  of  tlie  Erie  canal  between  Rochester  and 
Buifalo,  wdtli  ten  or  twelve  assistants,  the  country  be- 
ing neW'  and  much  of  it  unsettled  so  that  the  company 
had  to  carry  and  lodge  in  tents  through  the  lirst  sum- 
mer, he  directed  that  none  of  the  men  sliould  drink 
w^ater  that  had  not  been  first  boiled.  Tbe  few  avIio 
broke  thi.^  order,  were  in  every  case  xirost rated  w^ith 
sickness;  those  who  stiictly  observed  it  all  escaped. 

Tlicse  few  facts  are  mentioned  to  show  the  sound 
judgment  and  intelligence  which  he  possessed  on 
whatever  subject  was  presented  to  him. 

His  journey  to  the  w^est,  already  alluded  to,  led  to 
the  publication  of  a  journal  of  his  travels,  which  was 
chiefly  occupied  with  notices  of  the  natural  history, 
tox^ography,  geology,  antiquities,  maiiufactures,  agri- 
culture and  commerce  of  the  w^estern  country.  It 
w^as  printed  by  I)a\  id  Kumsey  of  Auburn,  and  was 
issued  in  1819.  Tlie  merits  of  rhis  book  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  fact  that  Governor  (Tin ton  (who  had 
occasionally  corresponded  with  David  Thonuis,)  sub- 
scribed for  tAvplve  co]>ies ;  and  he  subsequently  re- 
marked to  one  of  the  canal  conmiissioners,  then  in  the 
early  history  of  tho.  Erie  canal,  "Tlie  man  who  wrote 
that  book  will  make  an  excellent  canal  engineer.'' 
He  was  accoi diniily  ap)i)oinitMl  rarly  the  following 
year,  as  already  remarked,  chitd'  of  the  company  of 
exploring  engineers  for  the  line  between  Rochester 
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and  Bufl'alo,  and  was  occupied  throiigli  tlie  season  of 
1820  in  laying  out  the  line  between  these  two  points. 
This  ai)pointment  was  not  of  his  own  seeking  ;  he  had 
not  asked  for  it  nor  expected  it.  It  was  a  very  unus- 
ual circumstance  that  one  who  had  liad  no  experience 
as  such,  nor  in  any  subordinate  position,  should  be  at 
once  placed  at  the  head  in  so  responsible  a  charge. 
He  had,  however,  previously  liad  great  experience  as 
a  land  surveyor  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  in 
which  his  services  were  widely  and  continually  sought. 
He  had  entire  charge  of  this  line,  as  chief  engineer, 
till  its  completion. 

As  a  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  Gov.  Clinton  in  sek^ct- 
ing  him,  and  of  the  skill  vrhich  he  joossessed,  it  may 
be  stated  that  lie  had  two  separate  lines  of  levels  run 
under  his  immediate  inspection  by  two  sei)arate  com- 
panies of  assistants,  from  Kocheste]'  to  Lockport,  a 
distance  of  sixty  miles.  As  this  distance  was  a  con- 
tinuous level,  it  was  of  tiie  utmost  importance  that  it 
should  be  correctly  run  in  order  tliat  the  water  in  the 
channel  might  stand  at  a  uniform  iieight  throughout, 
as  well  to  satisfy  the  canal  commissioners  and  tiie  pub- 
lic as  to  guard  against  any  possible  error.  AYhen  the 
two  lines  of  level  were  completed,  a  com})arison  was 
made  at  the  end  of  the  sixty  miles,  and  they  were 
found  to  vary  a  little  less  than  two-thirds  of  an  ijicli 
from  each  other.  Such  an  achievement  in  engineeriag 
skill,  it  is  believed,  had  never  l^een  equalled  at  that 
time.  He  subsequently  laid  out  and  had  charge  as 
chief  engineer  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  and  of 
the  Welland  canal  in  Canada  during  the  hrst  year  of 
its  construction. 

Soon  alterwards  the  Canal  Board  of  Pennsylvania 
applied  to  Cov.  Clinton  to  select  the  best  engineer  he 
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could  mime  to  tal^e  clmrgy  of  the  public  works  of  that 
state.  He  at  once  recominended  David  Thomas,  and 
the  Board  invited  him  to  that  position  with  the  privi- 
lege of  naming  his  own  salary.  But  on  account  of  tlie 
lingering  illness  of  a  njember  of  his  family,  he  said 
that  nothing  could  induce  him  to  leave  home,  and  he 
declined  further  service  of  the  kind. 

It  was  during  his  position  as  chief  engineer  on  the 
western  portion  of  the  Erie  canal,  that  the  high  a])- 
pointinent  which  he  held  and  the  great  confidence 
reposed  in  him,  awakened  jealousy  in  certain  persons 
who  imagined  that  he  had  obstructed  their  paths  and 
who  consequently  met  him  with  bitterness.  This  treat- 
ment led  to  his  intention  of  resigning.  Tlie  follov/ing 
extract  from  a  letter  of  Gov.  Clintou  (now  in  my  pos- 
, session),  dated  February  23d,  1822,  will  show  in  what 
esteem  his  abilities  were  held  : 

''David  Thomas  called  on  me  to  signify  his  intention 
of  resigning  the  post  of  engineer.  This  I  resisted,  on 
the  ground  of  his  great  usefulness  and  high  reputa- 
tion, and  he  promised  to  take  the  subject  into  full 
considejation,  and  to  ^vrite  to  you.  Mr.  Wright  says 
the  services  of  Mr.  Thomas  are  all  important.  Con- 
sidering the  weight  which  is  due  to  this  opinion,  I 
trust  you  will  not  hesitate  u])on  Mr.  T.'s  continuance. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  ,  a  sub-engineer,  treated  IMr. 

Thomas  with  great  rudeness,  recently  in  Albany  ;  and 
that  his  iinairected  meekness  shrinks  from  collision 
with  such  a  rough  and  rude  tem}>er.  I  have  written 
to  Mr.  Thomas  that  he  nuist  not  resign.  Tln^  report 
has  excited  great  alarm  among  the  friends  of  the 
canal.'' 

A  controversy  arose  on  the  place  for  the  western 
terminus  of  the  canal.  A  sti'ong  inllupiice  was  brought 
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to  Ix-ar  ill  favor  of  ending  it  at  Bliick-Rock,  and  mak- 
ing a  large  and  ex])ensive  }!ar])or  at  tliat  point.  This 
coui'se  was  strongly  ox)posed  ])y  David  Thomas,  wlio 
favoi-ed  Buffalo  as  the  place  for  the  true  liarbor,  and 
a  lonir  and  heatf^d  controversy  followed.  De  ^Vitt 
Clinton  and  one  other  connnissioner  tirnily  maintained 
the  ground  assumed  by  David  Thomas,  but  the  niajor- 
ii  y  w^^nt  for  Black-E.ock.  It  was,  hovrever,  decided  to 
CM]}tiniie  tlie  channel,  as  a  branch,  to  Buffalo.  To  any 
one  wliO  lias  seen  the  present  condition  of  the  two 
places,  no  comment  is  required.  The  business  all  went 
to  Buh'alo.  It  was  during  tliis  controversy  that  Gov. 
Clintun  said  in  private  to  Mr.  Thomas,  ''I  am  willing 
to  l  isjv  my  re].utalion  on  the  correctness  of  all  your 
j)i'edic1ions  on  this  snljject."  At  the  conclusion  of  one 
of  the  several  doc^iments  wiiich  lie  pu])lished  in  this 
controversy,  Mr.  T.  said,  ''I  now  submit  the  question 
to  tliH  elements,  and  if  Buffalo  liarl^or  becomes  a  fail- 
ure, I  shall  then.  ]>nt  not  till  then,  confess  my  error." 

One  of  his  frinnds  wrote,  ''I  liave  heard  Gov.  Clin- 
ton say  that  Thomas  only  lacl-ied  impudence  to  pass 
for  a  much  greater  man  tlian  a  certain  Professor  he 
then  named.  But  with  his  habitual  modesty  and  po- 
lite deference  to  the  opinion  of  others,  no  man  was 
more  linn  and  decided  when  he  knew  he  was  right ; 
and  to  this  trait  in  his  character,  the  great  city  of 
Bufialo  is  somewhat  indebted  for  its  present  commer- 
ci:d  ])ositi()n. 

**  Integrity  and  faithfulness  in  those  vvlio  hold  ini- 
X^ortant  public  trusts  v/as  not  too  common  even  in 
those  days  ;  these  virtues  have  not  increased  any  in 
frequency  up  to  the  ])resent  time.  During  all  the 
years  in  which  he  was  enjployed  as  engineer  by  the 
state  he  maintained  iiicorrui)tible  and  unilinching  in- 
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tL-*gi'ity,  and  lie  never  permitted  its  financial  interests, 
so  far  as  they  were  under  his  control,  to  suiter  b}'  a 
single  cent.  Some  of  his  associates  thought  liim  too 
particular,  but  he  ansvrered  v/ith  emphasis,  '  I  intend 
to  be  as  scrupuhjusly  accui*ate  in  all  my  money  trans- 
actions with  the  state,  as  with  a  near  neighbor  or 
friend.'  " 

Ilis  interest  in  the  study  of  geology  and  botany  con- 
tinued unabated,  and  he  employed  every  opportunity 
to  impart  a  taste  for  these  sciences  to  tlie  many  young 
men  wlio  wei-e  in  liis  employ  at  dilierent  times  as 
assistants.  Among  these  some  have  since  become 
widely  known  for  their  eminent  scientific  acquire- 
ments. While  thus  emx^h'jyed  in  the  held  he  com- 
menced liis  rare  collection  of  native  and  hardy  exotic 
plants.  Many  of  these,  as  they  stood  in  the  garden, 
had  an  interesting  history  connected  with  their  collec- 
tion. He  has  sometimes  shown  Ms  friends  a  rare 
specimen  which  he  secured  from  the  woods  near  the 
middle  of  a  moonlight  night,  while  the  stage  in  wliicli 
he  was  traveling  was  changing  its  horses,  and  which 
he  had  previously  marked  at  another  time  when  it 
was  in  bloom,  liis  eminent  scientific  knowledge  sub- 
sequently led  to  his  election  as  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Literary  iind  Philosophical  Society  of  Xew 
York,  of  which  De  Witt  Clinton  was  president,  and  as 
a  corresponding  member  of  the  Horticulttire  Society 
of  London,  and  of  the  Linnoen  Society  of  Paris.  At 
the  earnest  request  of  Gov.  Clinton  a  correspondence 
was  opened  and  continued  with  his  son,  George  W. 
Clinton,  on  scientihc  subjects,  until,  after  the  death 
of  the  governoi',  the  young  botanist  was  compelled  to 
seek  other  studies. 

During  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  he  devoted  a 
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pui'tion  of  Ills  attention  to  the  culture  of  lui  extensive 
collection  of  fruits,  and  to  the  study  of  pomology. 

The  culture  of  liowers  w^is  esi)ecially  attractive  to 
him.  His  contributions  on  these  sul\jecis  to  the  period- 
ical press  were  highly  valued,  and  largely  contiibuted 
to  the  rapidly  increasing  taste  throughout  the  country. 
He  was  a  constant  corres}X)ndent  of  the  original  Gf  ne- 
see  Farmer,  published  by  Luther  Tucker  at  Rocliester 
in  1830,  and  for  many  subsequent  years.  The  x^nbli- 
cation  of  this  paper  opened  :i  new  ei'a  in  periodical 
agricultural  litera.tur'e.  as  it  had  li  wide  circulation 
among  jn'actical  farmers,  and  wus  especiidly  adjiyited 
to  their  wants.  The  X)ubiisher  depended  largely  on 
the  assistance  afforded  I)y  Mr.  Thomas  in  this  entei'- 
prise,  whicli  was  given  gra.tuitously,  with  the  li<)i)e  of 
benefitting  its  many  readers,  and  of  promoting  the 
advancement  of  scientiiic  knowledge  and  of  imx)roved 
cultivation. 

David  Thomas  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  In  the  early  settlement  of  the  county  large 
numbers  lixed  their  residence  in  the  region  a  few  miles 
east  of  Aurora.  For  some  years  they  held  tlieir  meet- 
ings in  a  house  l)uilt  of  logs,  wiiere  nran}'  assembled. 
Among  tile  transient  attenders,  which  Mr.  Tliomas 
mentioned  as  having  seen  there  was  Judge  Cooper 
(the  father  of  Fenimore  Cooper,  the  acUthor),  wlio 
had  l^een  educated  in  connection  with  this  Society. 
A  large  and  commodious  building  soon  took  the  place 
of  the  log  structure.  Among  the  prominent  men  at 
that  time  connected  with  tlus  Society  v/ere  Jethro 
Wood  and  Jonathan  Swan.  In  b^28  the  \vidt4y 
known  separation  took  place,  and  the  two  resulting 
bodies  were  kn.own  as  the  Orthodox  and  Hicksites,  — 
the  former  holding  wliat  are  known  as  evangelical 
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views,  while  the  latter  were  mostly  Unitarians,  al- 
tliongh  announcing  no  prescribed  belief.  David 
Tliomas  was  among  the  former,  and  of  the  piominent 
members  who  wei'e  associated  witli  him  were  Joseph 
Tallcot,  Allen  Mosher.  Humphrey  Howhmd,  Slocum 
Howland  and  Richard  Tallcot. 

Phebe  Field  (the  mother-in-law  of  Humphrey  How- 
land),  well  known  for  her  charitable  and  religious  la- 
bors, was  also  a  member  of  the  orthodox  Society,  as 
well  as  Sarah  S.  Merritt,  who  died  last  year  at  the  age 
of  97,  and  of  whom  an  interesting  incident,  in  her  ad- 
vanced years,  is  worth  mentioning.  On  account  of 
her  declining  strength  she  was  in  the  habit  of  taking 
wine  regularly  as  a  stimulant,  supposing  it  necessary; 
at  the  age  of  94  she  discontinued  its  use  as  a  matter  of 
principle,  whatever  Tuight  be  the  result.  Her  health 
and  sti'ength  immediately  improved. 

A  more  particular  account  of  the  character  and  la- 
bors of  Joseph  Tallcott  is  worthy  of  notice  in  this  con- 
nection. He  was  descended  from  Gov.  Tallcott  of  Con- 
necticut, Vvdio  died  in  1741.  He  became  early  interest- 
ed in  the  cause  oi'  education  iind  his  self-sacillicing  in- 
terest in  this  cause  was  shown  by  an  occui'ence  soon 
after  his  mariiage,  which  ids  wife  related  to  the  writer 
ol*  this  memoir.  He  then  resided  in  Duchess  Co., 
Y.  where  he  had  observed  the  delicient  condition  of 
the  common  schools.  He  became  associated  with  oth- 
ers for  establishing  a  boarding  school  for  advanced  in- 
struction, iind  altliuiigh  his  means  were  moderate,  he 
made  the  liberal  subscription  of  One  Hundred  Pounds 
for  this  purpose.  And  about  the  same  time  on  tlie 
occasion  of  a  visit  to  their  I'ela fives,  he  pursued  su 
rigid  a  system  of  economy  in  order  to  meet  this  liber- 
ality, as  to  use  a  harness  for  his  horses  with  traces 


:\rEAroi.R  OF  DAVID  Tno:\rAs. 


51 


made  of  Jiemp  ro]:)es.  He  subsequently  became  deeply 
intej'ested  in  the  cause  of  tempei'anc<^  from  liaving 
witnessed  tlie  destructive  elfects  of  tiie  general  use  of 
alcoholic  driaks.  He  wrote  an  addivss  on  the  subject 
which  he  took  to  tht  Pre^^byterian  Synod,  held  at 
Geneva  in  1810.  It  was  examined  by  the  committee  of 
overtures,  approved,  and  he  was  invited  to  read  it  be- 
fore the  Synod.  Resolutions  adopted  by  that  body 
shovv'  the  a.ppi'eciatiori  in  which  it  was  held,  declaring 
tliat  from  that  time  tliey  would  abandon  the  use  of  ar- 
dent sx)ii'its,  except  for  medical  purposes;  tiiat  they 
wotdd  sppak  against  its  common  use  from  the  pulpit ; 
that  they  would  seek  for  and  give  preference  to  labor- 
ers who  w^ould  comply  with  their  views,  and  use  all  the 
intliience  they  had  to  i)revail  witli  others  to  follow 
their  example.  These  documents  being-  coi^ied  into 
papers  were  extensi^xdy  circulated  and  read,  and 
dotd)tless  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  this  great 
cause,  then  in  its  infancy.  Soon  after  this  occurrence, 
Josejih  Tallcot.  with  tiie  assistance  of  David  Thomas, 
was  engaged  in  the  publication  of  religious  tracts,  and 
he  continued  their  publication  for  a  great  ntimber  of 
years,  (under  the  name  of  the  Friendl}'  Visitant),  which 
were  subsequently  collected  and  bound  in  two  snudi 
volumes.  He  was  much  interested  in  the  inq)rove- 
ment  of  our  district  schools,  nmny  of  which  he  ^dsited 
tlirough  the  country.    He  died  in  1853. 

David  Tfiouias  was  au  uncompromising  opponent  of 
Ainericau  slavery,  and  frequently  wrote  (uief  articles 
on  the  subject.  He  w^as  well  aware  of  the  dangerous 
character  and  titter  incoiupatibility  of  tlds  system  to 
our  free  institutions,  and  daring  the  last  years  of  his 
life,  a  few  years  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  he  often  asserted  that  a  terril)le  rt^tribu- 
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tion  was  coming  uxDon  the  country,  but  he  did  not 
think  he  should  live  to  see  it. 

It  is  impossi])le  to  depict  the  true  cliaracter  of  such 
a  man  in  his  social  intercourse,  but  a  few  incidents 
will  throw  some  light  on  his  Ivind  and  unpretending- 
manners  in  his  family.  During  the  years  in  which  he 
frequently  contributed  to  the  agricultural  press,  it 
was  his  practice  wlien  he  had  written  any  important 
article  to  read  it  to  his  children,  and  to  invite  their 
free  criticism  which  was  accordingly  given  and  re- 
ceived as  between  companions  and  equals.  Many 
years  ago  he  had  adopted  political  views  not  fully  in 
accordance  with  those  iield  by  his  sons,  and  althoiigli 
all  of  them  were  young,  and  a  part  of  them  not  of  age, 
yet  out  of  respect  to  their  opinions  he  al)stained  fj*om 
voting  and  subsequently  adopted  their  sentim'ents. 

The  latter  years  of  the  life  of  David  Thomas  were 
spent  in  the  village  of  Union  Springs,  to  which  place 
he  removed  a  large  portion  of  his  extensive  collection 
of  rare  plants. 

His  entire  withdrawal  from  business  enabled  him  to 
devote  much  of  his  tmie  to  his  favorite  pursuit,  the 
culture  of  flowers.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  inter- 
est and  delight  which  the  occupation  afforded  him, 
and  the  open  air  exercise  which  was  connected  with 
planting  seeds,  bulbs  and  shrubs  contributed  materi- 
ally to  the  i)reservation  of  his  health  and  to  the 
lengthening  of  his  days.  His  was  emi)hatically  a  se- 
rene old  iige.  His  last  illness  continued  but  a  few 
days.  He  died  on  the  5th  of  November,  1859,  aged  83 
years.  Dr.  Kennicott  of  Illinois,  President  of  the 
North- American  Fruit-Growers  Association  (an  or^an- 
ization  wliich  was  afterward  merged  in  the  American 
Pomological  Society^  gave  the  following  testimony  in 
an  address  after  his  decease  : 
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^'T  would  fain  s].eak  of  David  Thomas,  onr  first 
President,  and  father  of  Horticulture  in  the  West. 
His  life  had  l^een  as  blameless  as  a  child's,  and  his 
usefulness  commensui'ate  with  his  lengthened  years, 
and  the  pcnvers  of  a  god-like  mind,  simplicity,  beauty, 
ti'uthfulness  and  grandeur.  His  history  is  written  in 
the  hearts  of  the  lovers  of  science  and  on  the  long  line 
of  ISTew- York's  first  great  work  of  internal  impi-ove- 
ment.'' 

One  who  knew  him  intimately  wrote  of  him,  ''His 
various  reading  and  large  exix^rience  in  life  rendered 
him  an  admirable  companion  for  the  refined  and  cul- 
tivated, while  his  kindly  disx)Osition,  playful  and  gen- 
ial nature  and  simple  habits,  endeared  him  to  all. 
His  life  was  unsullied  and  his  death  marked  by  that 
positive  serenity  and  composiu'e  vrell  befitting  the 
character  of  a  Chi  istian  gentleman." 
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i;y  his  son, 
HENRY  H.  BOSTWICK. 


C:\'  Pater  kkad  i^kfore  hie  Cayu(;a  County  Historical  Society. 
Septemhek  nth.  1S77. 
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In  complyins:  with  your  request  to  furnish  a  pa]^er 
relative  to  William  Bosrwick,  my  father,  I  experi- 
ence a  delicacy  which  would  not  be  felt  by  an  indif- 
ferent person,  not  a  relative. 

Tiiere  are  many  things  which  miirht  with  propriety 
be  said  by  another,  ^^"hich  I  am  restrained  from  say- 
ing :  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  a  brief  history 
of  the  person  and  his  family  :  which  is,  I  stippose,  all 
that  is  desired  by  the  Society. 

He  was  a  descendant  of  John  Bostwick.  avIio,  with 
^-^x^rthur  Bostwick  and  Zachariali  Bostwick.  three 
brothers  of  Scotch  descent,  came  from  England  and 
located  in  Stratford,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  or 
about  the  year  1668.  He  was  the  son  of  Arthur  Bost- 
wick, who  was  tlie  son  of  Nathaniel  Bostwick.  who 
was  the  son  of  John  Bostwick,  one  of  the  three  broth- 
ers mentioned. 

He,  William  Bostvrick,  was  born  November  25tli. 
1765,  and  died  at  Auburn,  X.  Y.,  June  24tli,  1825. 

Hannah  Bostwick.  his  wife,  was  born  January  22d, 
1768,  and  died  at  Auburn.  N.  Y.,  August  14th,  1851. 

They  were  married  March  10th,  1700,  and  had  thir- 
teen children,  viz  : 

Soi)hia.  —  born  March  2od.  1701,  married  to  Eben- 
ezer  Hoskins,  December  30th.  1812,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 23d,  1820. 
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Abigail  Hawley,  — born  Jane  26th,  1792,  married  to 
George  B.  Throop,  August  23d,  1815,  and  died  Febru- 
ary 4th,  1825. 

Laura, — born  March  18th,  1794,  married  to  Hugh 
Hughes,  January  27th,  1811,  and  died  June  1st,  1815. 

Harriet, — born  Septeni])er  30th,  1795,  married  to 
Erastus  D.  Tuttle,  December  30th,  1812,  and  died  May 
3d,  1870. 

Polly, —born  September  28th,  1798,  married  to 
Samuel  Graves,  May  23d,  1819,  and  died  February 
9th,  1876. 

William  Warner, —born  February  19th,  1799,  mai-- 
ried  to  Mary  Lewis,  April,  1828,  and  died  October 
6th,  1845. 

Hiram,  —  born  August  Sth,  1801,  married  to  Ann 
Cornell,  January  1st,  1827,  and  died  July  7th,  1853. 

Philura, — born  December  1st,  1802,  married  to 
Daniel'  W.  Cole,  Decembei'  25th,  1826,  and  to  Lewis 
A.  Cole  (date  unknown),  and  died  October  27th,  1851. 

Augustus  Gideon,  —  born  November  20(h,  1804,  and 
died  May  6th,  1872  (never  having  married). 

James  Haney, — born  October  21st.  1806,  and  mar- 
ried to  Maria  M.  Gardner,  December  22d,  1830.^ 

Jane  Elizabeth, —born  April  21st,  1809,  miirried  to 
Hiram  Hugunin,  October  27th,  1830,  and  died  Febru- 
ary 28th,  1842. 

Betsey  Maria,  —  born  February  14th,  1811,  married 
to  Joseph  P.  Mott,  Noveml)er  7th,  1832,  and  subse- 
quently to  Simeon  Ide,  March  21st,  1859.  (Still  liv- 
ing-) 

Henry  Hobart, — born  January  20th,  1814,  married 
to  Julia  M.  Tde,  October  4tli,  1860.    (Still  living.) 
He  moved  his  family  to  Aurelius,  near  Aubuin, 


*  James  H.  Bch^iwick  duxi  June  ^Oth,  h'^'Sy, 
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from  AVliitestown.  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  in  F'ebrn- 
ary,  1799  :  lie  having  puj'cliased  the  ''States  htindrod 
acres''  in  Lot  No.  46,  Aurelius.  bounded  and  described 
as  follows  :  ''Beginning  at  the  S.  E.  corner  of  lot  No. 
40.  and  I'unning  thence  North,  tliii'ty-one  chains  and 
sixty-three  links  ;  thence  West,  thirty-one  chains  and 
sixty-tliree  links  ;  thence  South,  thirty-one  chains  and 
sixty-three  links  to  the  South  line  of  said  Lot,  and 
thence  East,  thirty-one  chains  and  sixty-three  links, 
to  the  place  of  beginning.''  The  south-east  corner 
being  what  is  now  the  south-east  corner  of  the  home- 
stead lot  of  the  late  John  H.  Chedell,  in  the  centre  of 
South  street,  the  north-east  cornei-  being  at  the  intei'- 
section  of  the  centre  of  Genesee  street  and  the  centre 
of  North  and  Sonth  streets.  The  north-west  corner 
at  the  intersection  of  Clark  and  Benton  streets  :  and 
the  south-west  corner  in  Fort  Hill  cemetery  ;  embrac- 
ing the  heart  of  the  city  both  sides  of  Genesee 
^street  from  South  street  next  to  nearly  tlie  top  of  Gen- 
^esee  street  hill  ;  and  from  Clark  sti-eet  and  a  continu- 
ous straight  line  East  therefrom  south,  to  neai*  the 
deep  hollow  in  Fort  Hill  cemetery  and  tlie  south  line 
of  the  lands  of  the  estate  of  Jolin  H.  Chedell  and  all 
the  rest  of  South  street. 

His  hrst  habitation  was  a  log  house  situate  on  the 
north  side  of  Genesee  street  on  what  is  now  known  as 
93  Genest^e  street,  and  his  l)arn  stood  on  what  is  now 
105  Genesee  street,  and  occupied  as  an  elegant  Jewelry 
store. 

In  1803  he  built  a  frame  house  on  what  is  now  the 
west  corner  of  Genesee  street  and  Exchange,  and 
moved  into  it  in  1804.  and  opened  it  as  a  hotel,  or 
what  was,  in  those  days,  called  a  tavern. 

This  he  occupied  until  the  year  1810,  when  lie  sold 
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it  to  Canfield  and  Bela  Coe,  wlio  rontinued  it  as  a  lin- 
tel, and  sold  to  other  parties,  under  whom  and  subse- 
quent o\\iiei's  it  so  continued  until  the  year  1868,  when 
the  building,  consisting  of  the  original  structure  witli 
various  alterations  and  additions,  and  known  as  tlu^ 
Western-Exchange,  was  demolished,  and  the  buildings 
now  occupied  by  I.  F.  Terrill  &  Co.,  Auburn  City  Na- 
tional Bank,  d^c,  were  erected  u})on  tlie  spot. 

In  1816  he  moved  into  the  house  situate  on  what  is 
now  the  vrest  corner  of  Genesee  and  James  streets.  ^  and 
there  continued  to  reside  until  tlie  date  of  his  deatli. 
The  consideration  for  the  purchase  of  the  hundied 
acres  of  land  was  s^ToO,  and  it  is  evident  that  it  did 
not  immediately  increase  greatly  in  value  from  the  fact 
that  in  the  latter  part  of  1802.  or  early  part  of  1803.  a 
bargain  was  partly  consummated,  to  sell  the  whole  for 
§700  ;  all  was  agreed  upon  except  an  allowance  for  the 
cost  of  a  lot  of  stone  for  the  cellar  of  the  fi'ame  house 
designed  to  be  built  upon  the  premises.  This  the  pur- 
chaser would  not  agree  Uk  and  his  refusal  defeated 
the  bargain. 

He  was  identiiied  with  all  of  tlie  projects  of  im- 
provement of  the  day. 

The  location  of  County  Seat  was  secured  at  Aure- 
lius  by  his  gift  of  an  acre  of  land  where  the  Coui't 
House,  Jail  and  County  Clerk's  Oflice  now  stand. 

He  gave  an  acre  of  ground  to  the  corx>oration  of  St. 
Peter's  church,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  erection 
of  the  lirsi  edifice  ei'ected  n\)on  the  lot,  and  was  tlip 
architect  and  builder  thereof. 

He  gave  to  the  Auburn  Bank  the  lot  u|)on  which,  the 
banking  house  now  stands,  and  thus  secured  the  loca- 
tion in  the  western  pait  of  the  village. 

*  Now  occ-nnit-d  by  the  First  Bupiist  Chun-h, 
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And  hu  oiJei  ed  to  give  for  a  park,  oi'  public  grounds, 
tlie  land  embraced  in  tlie  Triangle  formed  by  Genesee, 
Soutli  and  Exchange  streets,  provided  tlie  corporation 
of  the  village  would  agree  to  fence  and  keep  it  in  re- 
pair. 

He  was  a  member  and  communicant  of  the  Episco- 
pal church,  and  ^o  was  his  wife  ;  and  each  and  every 
one  of  his  children  became  ■meml)ers  and  communi- 
cants of  that  church. 

The  first  ser\'ices  of  the  church  in  Auburn  were  held 
in  his  house  and  were  conducted  by  liini  as  lay  reader, 
and  v/ere  so  continued  until  a  suitable  house  of  wor- 
ship) was  erected,  witii  an  occasional  instance  in  the 
open  air,  under  a  large  tree  of  the  then  forest. 

He  was  one  of  the  hrst  vestrymen  of  St.  Peter's 
church,  and  for  many  years  one  of  its  wardens,  and 
contributed  largely  to  its  suppoit. 

And  before  the  organization  of  the  society  he  was 
one  of  the  trustees  of  a  Congregational  society  in  the 
place. 

He  lived  respected  aiid  honored  by  all  who  knew 
him  :  a  true  ChristiaJi  and  an  estt^emed  citizen  ;  and 
as  he  lived,  so  he  died. 

At  this  time  only  three  of  his  thirteen  children  are 
living  :  James  H.  Bostwick,  Mrs.  Betsey  M.  Ide,  and 
myself. 

I  am  the  only  representative  i^roper  of  the  family 
now  lesiding  in  Auburn. 

Of  the  hundred  acres  ol'  land,  once  the  "Bostwick 
farm"  and  now  the  heart  of  the  cit}^,  not  a  foot  is 
owned  by  any  of  the  children,  except  a  triangular 
piece,  of  about  three  feet  upon  each  side,  at  the  inter- 
section of  the  south  line  of  Chuich  and  the  east  line 
of  Pine  streets. 


62 


BIOftRAPHY  OF  WILLIAM  BOSTW'ICK. 


Of  the  cliildreii,  sr  ven  vrere  born  in  Aul)urn,  and 
each  and  every  member  oi'  tlie  family  has  bet-n  n.iore 
or  less  identilied  Avitli  the  giovrth  and  business  of  the 
phic*-:  but  time  with  its  iinhaltinir  strides,  and  death 
by  its  relentless  chums,  and  tiie  changes  and  chances 
of  life  have  reduced  the  number  now  resident  of  the 
city  to  only  one,  myself ;  and  though  the  youngest, 
sixtv-tliree  years  of  a«-e.  I  have  seen  the  rise  and 
X)]'ogress  of  the  place,  so  far  as  it  liad  adtvanced  during 
my  time,  having  made  it  my  life-long  residence,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  years'  occasional  temporary 
absence. 

I  have  grownup  and  been  in  maturity  with  the  place 
and  have  well  known  its  ]•e^idents  of  village  times  and 
early  city  days. 

But,  when  I  look  about  me  now,  and  find  so  many  of 
the  old  residents  dead  and  gone,  I  feel  myself  compar- 
atively a  stranger,  in  the  changing  increase  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  city,  arid  am  reminded  that  I,  too,  am 
groAving  old ;  and  that  I  soon  shall  have  fullilled  my 
allotted  time.  ^ 

I  have  now  given,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  the  rec- 
ord you  desii-e,  and  trust  it  contains  all  that  is  reqiu- 
site  for  the  purpose  named,  and  most  respectiidly  sul)- 
mit  the  x^aper  I  have  written. 

Henry  H.  Bostwick. 
Aulnirn,  ]N\  Y.,  Sei)teniber  11th,  A.  U.  Ib77. 
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EECOLLECTIONS  OF  MY  EARLY  LIFE 


IN  AUBLElN. 


In  1791  my  father,  Robert  Dill  piircliased  lot  No. 
37,  wiiicli  formed  tlie  iioitli-vvest  corner  of  Aul/urn, 
and  in  ]8n0  iie  canie  Iiere  with  ms  family  to  reside. 
He  drove  from  Rome,  where  l^.e  liad  been  living  for 
several  years,  and  brought  with  liirn  my  mother,  my 
b/other  John  and  my  sister  Caroline.  I  know  very 
litth^  of  his  first  few  years  in  Aubnrn.  except  that  at 
the  time  of  my  l^irtli  the  family  ^^'ere  living  in  a  large 
-Intone  house  which  stood  on  the  corner  of  Franklin 
street  and  Seminary  avenue,  and  vrhich  was  long  since 
destroyed.  I  am  still  waiting  for  the  good  luck  which 
is  said  to  attend  t lie  lives  of  those  peoi^le  who  are  born 
in  stone  houses.  Seminary  avenm^  was  at  that  time  a 
narrow  road  leading  from  Franklin  street  to  the  old 
Stone  Mill  and  to  the  Centi'e  house,  which  stood  where 
Patten's  marker  and  Devitt's  stores  are  now  located. 
The  tavern  was  a  large  two-storiod  wooden  building 
with  a  broad  piazza  which  faced  tovrard  East  Genesee 
street,  and  its  appearance  was  unchanged  for  many 
years.  ^[arket  street  vvas  an  almost  unused  lane 
whicli  led  to  North  street,  passing  the  houses  of  Col. 
Hardenberg  and  Major  John  Compston,  of  wliich  I 
shall  speak  farther  on.    In  ISuO,  my  father  Imiit  liis 
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house  on  the  ground  where  Mr.  Howlet  now  resides,^ 
and  whicli  for  many  years  was  called  the  *' Mount 
House."  There  I  passed  my  childhood,  and  lived  un- 
til I  was  married  in  1829.  The  Mount  House  was  a 
large  double  wooden  structure,  witli  four  great  brick 
chimneys,  and  it  stood  a  short  distance  back  from  the 
road.  It  had  a  large  hall  running  through  the  centre, 
and  four  rooms  on  each  story,  with  open  fireplaces  in 
each  room,  where  we  used  brass  andii'ons  and  fenders. 
The  beds  were  large  four-posted  a  [fairs  with  curtains 
and  valance,  and  we  had  several  carpets  whicli  my 
mother  had  brou2:ht  with  her  from  New  York,  also  a 
solid  silver  tea-service,  and  which  at  this  time  were 
not  by  any  means  common  in  Auburn.  There  was  a 
large  piazza  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  house 
in  the  rear,  and  underneath  were  the  large  cellar  kitch- 
ens with  brick  ovens  and  cranes,  while  in  the  lower  or 
basement  hall  we  had  a  bunk  built  in  the  wall  for  tiie 
use  of  the  servants.  Our  barns  were  on  the  site  of 
tlie  house  where  Mr.  Dean  now  resides,  and  the  pas- 
tures for  our  cattle  and  sheep  were  the  fields  now  cov- 
ered by  Orchard  and  Clark  streets,  while  on  the  site  of 
Dr.  Wil lard's  residence  was  a  thrifty  orchard.  There 
were  large  forest  trees  in  our  yard,  with  a  few  poi:>lars 
interspersed,  and  almost  no  trees  in  the  road  except  a 
clump  of  poplai's  about  oj^posite  Mr.  Charles  Koss' 
residence.  I  wish  I  could  give  you  even  a  faint  idea 
of  Auburn  as  it  apj^eared  at  the  time  of  my  father's 
death  in  1S13.  So  much  has  been  written  as  to  the  lo- 
calities of  the  houses  and  public  buildings  that  you 
are  doubtless  familiar  with  them,  and  1  may  perhaps 
repeat  much  that  you  will  not  care  to  listen  to.  Wash- 
ington stJ'eet  liad  not  tlien  been  opened,  but  was  sim- 

*  Ou  uorth-east  coruer  of  (it-neset*  aiul  WashingtDD  streets. 


EARLY  LIFE  IN  AUBUIl'N'. 


67 


ply  *' Dill's  lane''  leading  to  my  father's  factory  and 
dam,  which  stood  about  where  do  the  buildings  of  Jo- 
siah  Barber  &  Sons,  As  children  we  often  strolled 
down  to  see  the  hammers  at  work  in  the  forge  shop, 
wading  the  crs^elv  and  amusing  ourselves  in  the  dense 
woods  Vvdiich  extended  in  nearly  every  direction,  stop- 
ping sometimes  on  our  return  to  let  down  tlie  bars  and 
drive  the  cattle  home  to  the  house  on  tlie  hill.  Oppo- 
site the  house  where  are  now  the  residences  of  Messrs. 
Ross,  Bradley  and  Case,  wos  a  large  piece  of  wood- 
land v.hich  extended  south  as  far  as  tlie  Owasco  lake, 
to  the  east  about  as  far  as  St.  Peter's  chui'ch,  and  over 
the  hill  nearly  to  Mr.  Garrow's.  These  woods  were 
separated  from  the  street  b}'  a  rail  fence,  vvdiich  I  have 
often  climbed  early  in  the  morning,  and  then  tilled  my 
pockets  with  the  chestnuts  brought  down  by  sonie 
autumnal  frost.  The  woods  were  full  of  wild  grapes 
and  thorn  apples,  in  addition  to  the  many  chestnut 
.^  and  butternut  trees,  which  were  found  in  all  directions 
about  Auburn  at  this  time.  We  had  but  fe^v  neighboi's, 
for  over  the  hill  tliere  were  but  three  houses,  one  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Garrow,^-  where  Mr.  Charles  A.  Smith 
now  resides,  and  just  opposite  a  small  dwelling  used 
by  James  Wilson,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Silas  Arnett. 
Between  this  house  and  my  father  s  there  was  a  large 
sand  bank,  fi-om  wliich  for  many  years  all  our  supx>ly 
of  building  sand  was  dravrn.  Beyond  ]\Ir.  Garrow's 
liouse  was  an  old  distillery  and  then  came  Eldad 
Steele's  residence,  which  was  just  l)eyo}id  the  brook 
on  Mr.  Charles  P.  Wood's  place.  This  was  a  disrep- 
utable old  barrack,  which  afterward  fell  do^vn  from 
old  age.  Mr.  Steele  was  a  very  inefficient  nuin,  of  poor 
education,  and  we  usually  called  him  "steel  datl." 

*  Now  No.       Cene.-ec  btreet. 
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He  had,  liowever,  two  excellent  sons,  David  and  Dan- 
iel, with  whom  we  used  to  attend  school.  There  were 
no  sidewalks  at  this  time,  and  the  patlis  wore  much 
nearer  the  center  of  tlie  road  tlian  are  the  sidewalks 
of  the  present  day.  My  fatlier  s  gardeii  extended 
down  Genesee  street  to  Tliomas  Finn's  house,  now  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Durston,  ^'  and  the  first  board  fence  whicli 
I  can  recollect,  separated  the  garden  ij'oni  the  street. 
This  fence  was  lined  with  cuiiiuit  bushes,  which  bore 
abundantly,  as  I  kno-w  to  my  sorrow,  having  passed 
many  hours  in  picking  the  currants.  There  was  a 
great  variety  of  peach  and  j^lum  trees  in  the  garden, 
and  we. had  beside  goo^se))erry  bushes,  gieat  clunips  of 
smellage,  a  plant  which  by  criltivation,  ijas  become 
our  modern  celery.  Behind  it  were  OT)en  helds  as  far 
as  the  outlet.  Just  at  the  foot  ot  the  garden  vv^as  a 
great  barrack  built  for  the  use  of  tlie  soldiers  of  the 
1812  war.  It  was  on  our  own  ground,  and  as  the  com- 
panies usually  stopped  for  some  time  in  passing 
through  Auburn,  we  had  plenty  of  excitement.  I 
recollect  well  how  they  used  to  march  through  our 
muddy  roads,  and  tlje  terror  with  wliicli  I  and  my  sis- 
ters regarded  them  wlier'  they  came  to  my  fathe]'\s 
well  to  hil  their  canteens.  My  Uncle,  Sanuiel  Dill, 
had  charge  of  them  when  in  Auburn,  and  I  have  li  e- 
quentl}-  been  down  with  him  wlien  he  \vent  to  mal^e 
his  visit  of  inspection  in  iJie  evening,  and  seen  tlie 
lioor  covered  ^vith  sleeping  soldiers.  The  Indians  were 
also  a  great  annoN^ance  to  us  and  to  all  the  villagers. 
There  were  reservations  at  Oneida,  Onondaga,  BuiTaio 
and  Union  Springs,  and  the  Indians  whh  tlieir  squaws 
and  papooses  sti'appcal  on  boards  tramped  incessantl}^ 
through  the  t(jwns,  in  parties  varying  from  three  to 

*  Mow  No.  lf<J  <jtuf .^et'  .-tri't't. 
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jni  liiindivd  in  nninbi-i*.  They  walked  into  a  lionse 
without  knorkiii-j.  and  were  liable  to  a])pear  at  any 
mom(mt  in  any  part  of  it,  begging  usnally  I'or  wliisky, 
oi'  for  something  which  conld  not  be  conveniently 
s]>aved.  When  David  Ilonu^r  and  liis  family  came 
iro'Ti  Savanna  to  Aubnrn.  they  lived  vsntli  my  mother 
for  a  time,  and  one  niglit  wlien  Mary  Ann  Horner 
went  up  stairs  to  bed,  sh^  v/as  naturally  qnite  terrified 
to  find  a  drunken  Indian  behind  her  door.  She  was  so 
frightened  that  she  did  not  stay  to  d.escendL  the  stairs  in 
the  ordinary  nu\nner,  but  jiimpt-d  directly  over  tlis  bal- 
ustrade to  rtK/  floor  of  the  halk  and  calling  for  my  Un- 
cle Saninel,  vrho  haxn)ened  to  be  in  the  house  at  the  time 
she  St  .on  saw  the  Indian  ejected.  One  day  Mrs.  Hor- 
ner had  put  her  bread  before  the  open  fii-e  to  rise, 
when  an  Indiaji  walked  in  vriili  Ins  laniily.  He  asked 
for  .whisky,  then  for  money,  and  being  refused,  for 
Invad.  Mrs.  Horner  conld  not  accommodate  him  and 
-  told  him  so,  ^^'llen  lie  replied,  T3am  big  house,  to  have 
no  whisky,  no  money,  no  bread.''  I  can  recollect  very 
little  of  my  father,  or  of  the  circumstances  of  his 
dearli,  as  until  aVxnit  that  time  I  was  so  small  that  I 
slept  with  my  t^vin  sister  Jane  in  the  trundle  bed  in 
his  room.  He  died  of  the  exnd.emic  which  prevailed 
extensively  hei  e  in  1S12  and  1S13,  and  was  attend..ed 
by  Dr.  Cole,  our  family  physician,  wlio  lived  in  the 
house  now  occuxned  by  Dr.  Brinkerliofr.  on  North 
street.  The  cliaracter  of  the  epidemic  I  have  for_ 
gotten.,  but  I  know  that  the  treatment  of  diseases 
v;as  very  different  iV'^m  the  pnici  ice  of  the  vu'esent  day. 
Hciid',  ek  tea  v/as  a  favoi'ite  remedy,  and  other  decoc- 
liuus  of  hc..i;^)ck  w>^ri>  nst d  for  bathiug  purposes. 
Abou  t  ihe  year  loi4,  niy  Gi andraother  Eov.  er  came  up 

*  Now  No.  CO  N"r;l)  --tivct. 
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from  New  York  to  make  iis  a  visit.  Slie  suffered 
acutely  from  rlieumati.sm,  and  iu  ]ioj)e  of  relief,  a 
mode  of  treatment  not  uncommon  in  Llio.se  days  was 
adopted.  A  large  hole  was  dug  in  tlie  garden  about 
live  feet  in  diameter  and  four  feet  dee]),  and  in  this 
pit  my  grandmotlier  was  seated  in  a  chair,  and  was 
steamed.  I  can  recollect  my  fear  that  she  would  nev- 
er get  out  from  under  the  blankets  with  which  she  was 
covei'ed.  Dr.  Cole  was  a  very  popular  physician  and 
an  excellent  man,  who  divided  the  practice  of  the 
town  with  Doctors  Burt  and  Crosset.  Tliey  each  made 
their  calls  on  horseback  vrith  saddle-bags  behind  them, 
and  there  feeing  no  apothecary  shox)s  or  drug  stores 
they  carried  their  own  medicines  and  x)ut  up  their  own 
Ijrescriptions.  After  a  time  sulldes  were  used,  and  I 
remember  very  well  their  a}>pearance  in  Aid^urn.  You 
need  no  descrij^tion  of  Dr.  Burt,  as  his  appearance 
hiust  be  well  known  to  many  of  you  by  hearsay,  if 
not  bA^  recollection.  Dr.  Cole  was  lame,  having"  one 
leg  somewhat  shorter  than  tlie  other,  and  the  exact 
opposite  of  Dr.  Burt  in  stature  and  complexion.  Our 
next  neighbor,  the  Finns,  lived  at  the  foot  of  our  gar- 
den, as  1  said  before,  in  a  little  unpainted  house  which 
is  yet  standing  as  the  western  part  of  Mr.  Durston's 
residence.  One  daughter,  Josepliine  Finn,  was  an  in- 
timate friend  of  mine  for  many  years,  and  so  was 
Azuba  Terry  ( no^v  Mrs.  S.  Barton  Hunt),  who  lived 
in  the  next  house  beyond,  where  Mr.  Myers'  house 
now  stands.  The  Terry  house  vras  a  small,  one-story 
structure,  and  I\[r.  Terry  had  a  blacksmith  shop  where 
^Ir.  George  Barber  now  resides.^"  Mr.  Ttu'i'y  was  a 
blacksmith,  ciirriage  and  trunk  maker,  and  he  made 
tlie  tirst  trunk  I  ever  had  with  a  real  lock  and  key. 

*  Now  No.  ISt  GfUPifC  street. 
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It  was  papered  inside  and  out.  and  I  used  it  wlien  I 
went  to  boarding  school  in  Skaneateles,  in  1820. 
Where  Mrs.  Ivison  now  lives^  was  a  small  house  occu- 
]>ied  by  Peter  Fields,  who  afterwards  had  a  small  jew- 
elry shop  where  the  Cayuga  County  Savings  Bank 
now  stands.  Fort  street  was  at  that  time  a  cattle 
l)ath,  and  Court  street  was  not  very  different,  although 
there  was  one  house  on  it  about  Avhere  jNIrs.  Gill)ert 
now  lives,  and  one  house  on  Love  lane  at  the  head  of 
the  street.  I  can  not  tell  you  wdien  \Ym.  Bostwdck 
built  his  house,  which  is  still  standing  and  is  occupied 
by  Mr.  Gilbert  Xichols.-f-  but  it  was  there  in  my  child- 
hood, and  Ids  celebrated  flower  garden  is  now  covered 
by  Mayor  AValley's  resid^^nce.  Before  Mr.  Bostwick 
moved  there,  he  and  his  famity  lived  in  the  old  Bost- 
wick Tavern,  which  stood  on  Genesee  street  where  the 
.Ditnning  store  is  now  located,  and  its  large  barns  were 
directly  on  the  street,  about  \A"here  are  now  Mr.  Al- 
l^len's  book  store  and  the  Express  Office.  The  Tavern 
garden  extended  from  the  barns  west  as  far  as  Wil- 
liam street,  and  I  think  it  must  have  been  after  lots 
had  been  given  from  it  to  the  Bank  of  Attburn  and 
others  that  the  family  moved  to  the  house  on  the  cor- 
ner of  James  street.  Mr.  Bostvvlck  was  a  short,  stout 
man,  and  resembled  very  strongly  his  son  James,  with 
whose  appearance  you  are  all  familiar.  James  street 
had  not  then  been  opened,  and  nothing  inlerveuixl  be- 
tween Genrsee  street  and  the  outlet  ])ut  open  fields,  in 
one  of  which,  about  where  is  nov/  the  corner  of  Or- 
chard street,  was  a  lumber  yard,  where  we  often 
played  among  the  jnles  of  Itimbor.  Where  Mrs.  Hills' 


♦  Now  Xo.  JTl*  G«'nesee  s!  reet. 

t  Now  oi^f  upied  by  the  Pin<t  Baptist  Cbiirch. 
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Louse  now  stands'"^  was  a  little  brick  building  in  whicli 
we  attended  scliool  at  one  time,  and  where  in  after 
years  tlie  Gospel  Messenger  was  publislied  by  i3r. 
Rudd;  wliile  the  site  of  Dr.  Siiiitli's  houset  was  a  good 
sized  pond  on  wliicli  we  often  lioattd  on  rafts  in  the 
summer,  and  vrliere  the  boys  skated  in  the  winter. 

My  sister  Jane  and  I  had  been  at  school  before  we 
went  to  the  parish  school  but  we  were  so  young  that  I 
recollect  very  little  about  it.  We  lirst  went  to  a  Mrs. 
Tvlaxvv'ell,  wlio  had  a  school  for  very  little  children  in  a 
room  in  the  Irv/in  or  Goodrich  tavern,  a  large,  two-sto- 
ried Avooden  building,  wliich  stood  on  Genesee  street 
about  Vv'hcre  is  now  tlie  store  of  the  glove  and  mitten 
factory. I  v/ish  Icould  show  you  one  of  Ishs.  Maxwell's 
cards  or  prospectuses,  on  which  embroidery  and  the 
use  of  the  needle  was  as  prominent  an  item  as  Arith- 
metic or  Gcograph}^  JN^ext  v*'e  vrent  to  Miss  Bennett, 
•now  Mrs.  Dr.  Clary,  who  had  her  school  ui)  stairs 
^sdlere  Keyes'  book-store  is  now  located.  §  I  do  not 
knovr  that  it  is  the  same  building,  although  it  looks 
very  much  as  if  it  miglit  be.  We  were  still  very 
young,  so  that  we  used  lower  trenches  than  the  rest  of 
the  girls  ;  and  at  recess  time  we  played  in  the  held 
which  now  extends  behind  the  Cayuga  County  Bank 
and  tlie  adjaceirt  buildings.  Dr.  Tuttle's  barn  was  iu 
this  held  or  liat,  and  we  always  enjoyed  playing  on  the 
hay  stored  in  it.  Mrs.  Clary  asked  me  a  fevr  weeks 
since  if  she  used  to  be  very  severe  with  its,  and  said 
tliat  she  was  fearful  that  she  had  been.  I  know  siie 
sometimes  kex)t  ns  after  school  until  dark,  and  I  rec- 

+  Now  No.  171  GoriL'Sve  street, 
t  N<;\v  No.  173  Gei'psvp  stiei^t. 
t  No'.v  No.  1  Gentsci,'  slnrt. 
I  Now  No.  51  Geiifsof;  street. 
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ollert  how  dreary  the  long  walk  home  used  to  be  un- 
der such  circunisTances. 

But  to  return  to  the  parish  school.  Mr.  Mott  was 
our  hrst  tr'aclier  tiiere,  and  he,  as  you  know,  aftf^rwai  d 
married  B'-jtsey  Bostwick,  one  of  liis  pupils.  Our 
school  mates  were  John,  Henry,  James,  Augustus  and 
Betsey  Bo^tvrick,  Elizabeth  Burt,  Mary  Wilson,  Jo- 
sephine Finn,  Kate  and  Charles  liicliardson,  John  an*! 
AdeUue  Garrow,  David  and  Daniel  Steel,  and  as  we 
always  called  them,  "Ham  and  Josh"  Burt.  Oi'.r 
school  li'Hirs  were  from  nine  until  twelve  o'clock,  and 
from  CUP  until  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  we 
had  a  very  difiprent,  time  from  tlie  students  of  the 
present  day.  We  used  the  old  DabolFs  arithmetic, 
Webster  s  sjieller.  and  Willett's  geography.  Mr.  Motfc 
always  set  vts  our  c(>})ies  for  ^vriting.  We  wrote  with 
cuilis.  made  and  mended  our  own  pens,  and  our  slates 
had  no  frames,  but  were  very  like  the  roofing  slates  of 
the  present  day.    The  boys  always  brouglrt  us  a  |)ail 

Xof  water  in  the  morning,  which  v:e  drank  from  a  tin 
dipper,  and  the  girls  stayed  by  turns  and  swept  the 
school  house  after  the  session  closed  in  the  afternoon. 
Judge  Ru.msey  and  his  sisters  used  to  be  with,  us  at 

■  schooL  and  we  bought  our  writing  or  memoi'andum 
books  of  lii.v  larlier,  wlic>  kept  a  lit  tle  book  stoi-e  down 
town.  My  sifter  and  I  would  sometimes,  in  going  to 
school,  run  out  from  our  house  on  tlie  hill,  and  catch- 
ing on  behind  a  stage,  \vould  ride  down  on  the  trunk 
rack.  This  vras  a  forbidden  pleasure,  but  we  veiy  of- 
ten indulged  in  it.  We  always  wore  woolen  dresses  of 
brown  or  red  Retinet,  while  for  Sundays  we  had  plaid 
worsted  dresses.  In  winter  we  never  tliought  of  fiav- 
ing  an  overshoe,  but  wore  calico  Vandykes  and  api  ous. 
For  (Extraordinary  occasions  we  had  black  silk  api'ons. 
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wliicli  were  considered  most  extravagant  articles.  We 
liad  very  few  children's  books  at  this  time,  thougli  I 
remember  tlie  history  of  William  Tell,  Robinson  Cru- 
soe, tlie  Xew  England  Primer  and  Gatecliism,  and  one 
book  wliich  I  always  especiall}^  admired,  called  Dor- 
sina  Gardner  and  Her  Friends.  As  we  grew  older, 
we  had  The  Scottish  Chiefs,  Tliaddeus  of  Warsaw, 
The  Children  of  the  xVbbey,  and  Charlotte  Temple. 

Next  to  the  school  house  was  St.  Peter's  Church,  a 
small  wooden  edifice,  which  was  destroyed  l)y  tire  in 

1832,  just  after  it  had  been  enlarged  and  renovated. 
The  old  church  built  in  1819,  as  I  remember  it,  had 
three  windows  on  each  side,  was  painted  white  inside, 
and  had  a  large  stove  in  the  south  v/all,  yaH  of  which 
was  in  the  body  of  the  churcli  and  part  in  the  vesti- 
bule. It  had  four  large  pews,  occupied  V>y  Judge  Mil- 
ler, Mr.  Phelps,  our  own  family,  and  by  Mr.  Bostwick 
and  his  thirteen  children.  The  singing  was  done  in 
the  Bostwick  pew,  and  Mr.  Bostwick  started  tlie  tunes 
with  his  pitch  pipe.  After  each  celebration  of  the 
Co)nm union,  the  service  was  carried  home  by  either 
Doctor  Burt  or  the  Bostwicks,  and  taken  care  of  until 
needed  again.  I  recollect  distinctly  Dr.  McDonald  in 
1813,  Mr.  Sitgreaves  in  1824,  aiid  Lucius  Smith  in 
1819,  and  it  was  nor  until  Mr.  Lucas'  administration  in 

1833,  that  we  ever  had  anything  but  morning  and  a.f- 
ternoon  service.  AVhile  he  was  here,  v/e  dL^termined 
on  a  service  in  the  evening,  and  tlie  ladies  of  the  par- 
ish at  that  time  came  together,  brouglit  a  lot  of  oil 
lamps,  cleaned  and  lilled  them,  and  commenced  the 
night  services  which  have  since  continued.  The  wind- 
ing of  the  evergreens  for  Christm.-is  decoration  was  in 
old  times  much  more  of  an  event  than  at  present.  We 
were  engaged  in  it  for  many  weeks  and  usually  met  at 
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BostA\'ick*s  in  tlie  evening:,  taking  home  with  iis  a 
stock  to  work  upon  during  the  i'oUowing  day. 

At  tlie  foot  of  the  lake  was  a  small  wooden  churcli 
on  the  site  of  the  present  Sand  IBeacli  Church,  and 
here  we  vrent  for  the  feAv  years  which  preceded  my 
mother's  marriage  to  Dr.  Pitney  in  1815.  This  was  a 
Dutcli  Ileformed  Church,  as  at  present,  and  it  stood  on 
tlie  hill  side  in  the  same  position  as  the  brick  church 
whicli  is  noAv  nsed.  Dr.  Ten  Eyck,  who  is  buried  in 
the  cemetery  there,  was  then  preaching,  and  he  ba})- 
tized  my  sister  Jane  and  me.  My  brother  John  usual- 
ly drove  us  out  in  time  for  the  morning  service,  and 
we  took  our  luncii  and  remained  for  the  afternoon  ser- 
vice, as  was  the  custom  in  the  country.  The  services 
were  very  plain.  Ttiere  vras  no  choir,  the  singing  be- 
ing congregational,  and  the  collections  were  taken  up 
in  small  velvet  or  baize  bags  attached  to  the  end  of 
long  sticks.  I  think  that  once  or  twice  I  went  to  the 
Presbyterian  service  held  by  Mr.  "Woodrutf  in  the  iirst 
or  old  Court  House,  wliicli  was  built  in  1S()9.  This 
was  a  strong,  two-story  white  bidlding,  and  stood  a 
little  further  back  from  the  street  than  the  present 
Court  House,  on  the  same  site,  with  an  audience  room 
above,  and  accommodations  for  the  sheriff  and  the 
county  clerk  on  the  ground  lioor.  There  was  no  office 
for  the  county  clerk,  and  as  I  said  before,  sini]_)ly  a 
la7ie  where  Court  street  now  extends. 

I  recolhr'ct  perfectly  the  building  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian church  in  1815  and  1810,  for  after  school 
hours  we  children  frecjuently  wall^ed  down  tliei'e  to 
watch  the  carpenters,  or  to  obtain  some  of  the  hirge 
shavings  which  vrere  constantly  falling  from  their 
planes.  There  was  a  very  good  clioir  in  the  new  churcli 
when  completed,  the  lirst,  by  the  way,  ever  organized 
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in  Auburn,  and  w^*  used  occasionally  to  lie  all(^\ved  to 
attend  service  tliere,  where  we  gi'eatly  enjoyed  the 
singing.  The  singers  whom  T  best  recolleci  were  Mary 
and  Caroline  Burton,  Alta  and  Sally  Hyde,  Laura 
Cole,  Maria  Ilardenburgh,  Maigaiet  Lytle  and  Mary 
Ann  Horjier,  who  sat  on  one  side  of  a  senii-circidar 
gallery  at  the  end  of  the  church.  On  the  otiier  sid(* 
were  the  men  singers,  among  wlioin  ^.vere  Aai'on  Pit- 
ney, Alyron  C.  Heed,  Henry  Porter  and  Alnjah 
Fitcli,  and  just  between  them  stood  the  leader,  Wm. 
Brown,  who  started  all  the  turies  witii  liis  pitcli  pipe. 
We  always  went  early  to  cliurch  that  we  might  get  in 
the  seat  directly  behind  tlje  singers,  as  vre  were  much 
interested  in  the  beautiful  hats  and  featliurs  v/hicli 
tiiey  wore.  Tlie  fashionable  hats  at  one  time  were  of 
pink  uncut  velvet  with  long  white  plumes.  In  my 
early  days  all  marriages  were  celebrated  on  Sunday, 
and  the  first  few  pcoi^le  who  were  married  oji  a  v/eek- 
day  were  thought  to  liave  done  something  not  alto- 
gether proper.  My  mother  was  married  to  Dr.  Joseph 
T,  Pitney  on  Sunday,  June  9th,  1815,  directly  after 
the  afternoon  service.  My  slsier  Jane  and  I  sat  <')n 
David  Horner's  lap  during  the  ceremony,  dressed  in 
our  best  white  dresses,  but  my  brother  John,  not  wish- 
ing to  see  his  motlier  njarried,  ran  avvay  with  Jim 
Horner  and  hid  himself  in  the  woods. 

Where  St.  Peter  s  ])arsonage  now  stands,  was  a 
small  brick  hotise  in  which  Mr.  Crowle  our  shoemaker 
lived.  He  i)ad  his  shop  in  the  jiouse,  and  roade  us, 
for  ordinary  use,  shoes  with  leather  strings,  at  a  cost 
of  ^1.50,  while  for  our  best  satin  boots  he  cliarged  us 
$2.00.  Of  course  our  leather  sho(\s  had  to  ])e  greased 
at  least  once  a  week  in  ^dnter,  to  keep  out  moisture, 
and  we  always  did  it  ourselves,  on  Sattirday  nights, 
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just  as  did  all  other  girls  hi  the  village.  Gentlemen 
sometimes  wore  leather  ''boxes,'"'  as  they  were  called. 
They  were  large,  heavy,  square  overshoes,  of  unsight- 
ly appeaiance,  and  were  not  by  aiiy  means  common. 
About  this  time  Camlet  cloaks  began  to  be  worn  l)y 
the  gentlemen. 

The  next  house  below  Mr.  Growle's  was  Mr.  Pom- 
roy's,  vrhere  Mr.  Pagc^  YanYeciiten  is  now  living.'^  Be- 
yond tiiat  v.'as  a  deep  j*avine,  whose  bottom  was  about 
on  a  level  with  Mr.  Horace  T.  Cook's  present  garden, 
and  there  in  ISIO  was  built  the  Stevenson  house,  now 
occupied  by  Dr.  George.  +  In  the  palmy  days  oi*  Col. 
Sherwood  this  was  also  his  residence,  l)uc  the  house 
now  looks  ^  erv  miicii  a  s  it  did  in  mv  childhood.  Mr. 
James  Fitch's  house  came  next,  and  then  a  small  brown 
house,  whose  appearance  I  liave  almost  forgotten,  and 
then, the  celebrated  Glover  tavern.  This  was  a  large, 
two-stoi'ied  vrooden  building  (^uow  standijig  on  Clark 
street),  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  St_ 
James  hotel.  It  had  a  great  piazza,  and  its  barns 
stood  to  file  east  of  it  o]i  the  |)resent  site  of  the  0]:)era 
house.  In  one  of  these  barns  I  iij-st  saw  the  elephant. 
Of  course  we  had  no  circuses  or  menageries  in  ihose 
daj's,  but  occasionally  tliere  Vv'ere  exhibited  on  the 
streets  or  in  tavern  bai  ns  such  animals  as  elephaius  or 
bears,  which  could  be  transported  by  their  ovvn  pow- 
ers of  locomotion  from  plact  to  place.  Tiiese  shovrs 
commonly  arrived  in  ilie  night,  and  they  consisted  for 
the  most  part  of  an  eli-ph.nit  a.nd  one  or  two  other  iiv- 
ijig  animals,  but  tlie  most  popular  of  all  entertain- 
ments wtu'e  the  collections  of  wax  hgures,  vrhich 
came  very  often,  and  which  were  attended  by  e^'ery 


*  Now  No.  1G5  Geuesee  ^treet. 
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one  in  the  village.  The}^  were  iisuall}^  arranged  in  the 
large  ball-room  of  the  Glo^'er  or  Bostwick  tavern,  and 
it  frequently  took  two  days  to  get  them  in  order  for 
exhibition.  Among  the  figures  invariably  appeared 
Daniel  Lambert  and  the  sleeping  beauty  ;  but  1  can 
recollect  them  as  distinctly  as  if  I  saw  them  at  this 
moment.  Bonaparte  with  enormous  epaulettes  and  a 
sword,  the  Empress  Josei^hine,  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
Avith  all  her  jewels,  the  Babes  in  the  AYood,  the  Irisli 
Giant,  and  the  Witch  of  Eiidor.  The  latter  was  ar- 
ranged with  sxnings  and  machinery,  so  that  she  sud- 
dejdy  appeared  through  the  trap  door  of  the  platform 
in  a  most  startling-  and  lifelike  manner,  while  the 
Sleeping  Beauty  was  screened  from  general  notice  l)y 
a  beautiful  curtain,  which  was  drawn  at  intervals,  dis- 
ck)sing  her  asleej)  in  a  bed  with  elegant  pillovv's  and 
laces.  The  music  at  these  entertainments  was  rather 
X3rimitive,  and  consisted  generally  of  that  furnished 
by  a  fiddle,  a  triangle  and  a  drum,  though  occasion- 
ally we  had  a  very  tine  hand  organ.  Tlie  i)rice  of  ad- 
Inission  to  these  shows  was  a  six]>ence,  and  money  not 
always  being  a  plentiful  commodity,  we  children  took 
turns  in  our  attendance.  Tlie  foundation  of  the  old 
Auburn  museum  was  a  collection  of  these  ligures 
which  General  Chedell  purchased  of  travelling  show- 
men who  came  to  financial  grief  while  exhibitino-  in 
Auburn. 

Otrr  first  dancing  master  was  a  Frenchmaii  by  the 
name  of  Lalliett,  who  lived  at  Cayuga,  and  taught  a 
dancing  school  in  the  Bostwick  tavern.  His  classes 
were  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  terms  were 
two  dollars  for  a  quai  ter  of  twenty  lessons.  The  boys 
and  girls  were  taught  separately,  until  the  middle  of 
the  quarter,  when  they  came  together  and  met  in  the 
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evening.  My  life  as  a  child,  however,  was  not  devot- 
ed to  vshows,  nor  to  dancing  schools,  nor  entirely  to 
recreation.  There  was  always  much  to  be  done  at 
home,  as  there  was  in  the  house  of  every  family  in 
Auburn.  We  made  all  our  own  candies,  and  I  have 
frequenth'  dipped  both  large  and  small  ones.  You 
doubtless  all  know  the  tedious  process,  and  if  you 
have  seen  home  made  candles  know  how  they  looked 
when  the}'  were  done.  The  first  wax  candles  I  ever 
saw  were  sent  to  my  mother  in  ISlo  by  my  grandmoth- 
er in  Xew  York,  and  they  were  considered  great  curi- 
osities. I  have  chopped  sausage  meat  with  a  liatchet, 
as  sausoge  machines  weie  not  tiien  heard  of  ;  and  un- 
til just  before  I  was  married  I  had  never  liad  a  stock- 
ing except  those  I  knit  myself.  I  have  picked  and 
carded  both  black  and  white  wool  for  hours  at  a  time, 
for  our  woolen  dresses  were  frequently  made  from  the 
wool  of  our  own  sheeiJ,  which  we  sent  to  the  factory 
to  ])e  spun  and  dyed.  We  had  spinning  wheels  in  the 
house,  as  our  own  Hax  was  spun  and  nuide  into  linen, 
and  theyjwere  frecjuently  used,  Init  I  was  never  acconi- 
X)lished  enough  to  spin,  as  my  thread  always  broke.  I 
have,  however,  in  later  years,  spun  a  yarn  or  two  for 
the  entertainment  of  my  friends,  but  never  one  qidte 
so  extended  as  this. 

You  must  recollect  that  in  my  childhood  there  were 
ie\v  social  or  other  distinciions  in  Auburn.  "We  all 
dressed  alike,  and  that  very  plainly,  while  our  houses 
were  furnished  sinix)ly  tliroughout  the  village.  ^Strs. 
Woodin  and  Mi's.  Sewaril,  then  ^Eiss  Miller,  attended 
one  of  the  hrst  parties  ever  given  by  my  sister  Caro- 
line, and  they  wore  ordinary  bombazine  di'esses,  which 
were  entirely  in  kee})ing  with  the  costumes  of  the 
guests. 
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There  were  no  liotf-Is  or  boarding  liouse  accommoda- 
tions in  early  days  as  tlie  taverns  were  filled  by  tran- 
sient guests,  and  newcomers  were  dei)endent  upon  the 
hospitality  of  the  villagers  until  they  could  build 
liouses  for  themselves.  Governor  and  Mrs.  Throop 
lived  at  my  mother's  for  a  time,  wh.en  they  came  here 
in  1S09,  and  so  did  Judge  Eichardson,  who  came  here 
a  few  years  later.  The  Governor  brought  with  him 
from  tlie  east  a  black  servant,  who  vras  a  source  of 
great  annoyance  to  us  from  his  loose  ideas  as  to  pro})- 
erty,  and  the  Governor  \vas  obliged  to  whip  him,  in 
1810,  for  stealing  cakes  from  my  mothers  xoantiy. 

Just  below  the  Glover  tavern  was  a  small  wooden 
house,  which  was  at  one  time  occupied  by  the  Ilev. 
Mr.  Woodruff,  v\-ho  preached  at  the  First  Churcli,  and 
this  house  was  after^Aard  replaced  by  the  dwelling 
where  Mr.  George  Katlibun  lived  for  many  years. 
ISText  below  was  a  small  house  occupied  by  Win. 
Brown,  often  called  liisop  Brown,  who  afterward 
moved  to  the  house  on  the  corner  of  Genesee  and 
-Court  streets.  Tliis  house  was  afierwards  sold  to  the 
Undeiw^oods,  and  it  is  one  of  the  few  houses  on  Grcne- 
see  street,  which  has  stood  unchanged  for  iifty  years. 
Mr.  Brown  was  a  tall,  liandsome  man,  a  leading  law- 
yer, and  an  accompli.-lied  musician,  vrliile  Mr.  Under- 
wood needs  no  description  at  my  hands.  On  the  site 
of  Senator  Pmneroy's  residence  Avas  a  house  occu- 
pied by  one  Mr.  Hall,  of  whom  my  recollectious  are 
indistinct ;  and  the  vvv)ods  \s  iiich  1  have  mentioned  be- 
fore extended  fiom  this])oint  over  the  hill  to  JNIr.  Gar- 
row's. 

The  business  part  of  the  town  was  quite  unpretend- 
ing.   The  Bank  Coilee  House  stood  about  where  Mr. 
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VaiiLaer  s  music  store  is  now  located,  and  was  kept 
by  one  Joliu  Bacon.  This  was  Auburn's  most  cele- 
brated restaurant,  and  had  a  large  dining  room  on  the 
first  floor,  on  a  level  with  tlie  street,  while  the  second 
stor}^  was  divided  into  small  rooms  occupied  by  many 
of  our  young  merchants.  This  was  a  v^ery  stylish 
place,  and  held  a.l)out  the  same  relation  to  Auburn  as 
the  Osborne  House  of  the  jn-esent  day.  Then  came 
Miss  Cornell's  millinery  shop,  and  next  be^^ond,  on 
the  comer  of  State  street  stood  a  small  grocery  store, 
kept  by  the  father  of  Col.  Wm.  H,  Carpenter.  State 
street  was  tlien  the  narrow,  muddy  lane  so  graphically 
described  by  Mr.  Hall,  in  his  ^'History  of  Auburn," 
with  rail  fences  on  either  side.  I  have  often  been 
down  there  to  the  swamp,  and  have  climbed  along  on 
the  fence  rather  than  venture  in  the  muddy  path. 
Fven  after  the  prison  was  built  in  1817,  it  was  a  peril- 
ous journey  to  it  by  the  v\'ay  of  State  street.  Below 
State  street  on  Genesee,  were  the  stores  of  Messrs. 
Fitch.  Porter  and  Beach,  and  about  opx)osite  Exchange 
street  in  a  pleasant,  large  garden  stood  the  dwelling 
of  Eeuben  Porter,  afterward  occupied  by  Dr.  Burt. 
The  Porters  were  New  England  people,  and  they  fol- 
lowed the  custom  of  keeping  Saturday  night,  while  on 
Sunday  evenings  they  knit  or  sewed,  and  pursued  oth- 
er week  day  avocations  ;  and  so  did  Col.  Hulbert's 
family,  avIio  afterward  lived  in  the  same  house.  It 
was  a  laro-e,  two-storied  structure,  and  one  of  our  fa- 
Yorite  visiting  x^laces.  The  configuration  of  Genesee 
street  has  been  much  changed  since  that  time,  for 
there  was  a  great  hill  at  the  corner  of  iNTorth  street, 
which  was  cut  away  in  1827  to  the  depth  of  twelve 
feet,  and  the  ravine  near  St.  Peter's  Church  was  then 
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filled  nj)  here.  At  the  time  of  wliicli  I  write,  however, 
these  changes  liad  not  been  made,  so  the  stores  of  Ele- 
azer  and  Horace  Hills,  on  the  corner  of  Genesee  and 
North  streets,  were  on  level  ground.  Afterward  they 
were  readied  by  a  Uight  of  steps  from  tlie  sidewalk, 
and  stood  in  tills  position  for  many  years. 

The  BostAvielv  Tavern  was  ratlier  larger  and  better 
than  the  otliers  in  tovrn.  It  had  a  liner  ballroom,  aiid 
two  piazzas,  one  on  each  story,  while  the  others  had 
but  one,  belonging  to  the  first  story.  The  upper  piaz- 
za had  no  roof  over  it,  and  it  was  not  until  it  was  re- 
modeled and  converted  into  the  Exchange  hotel,  that 
the  upper  rooms  v\'ere  added,  and  tlie  roof  brought 
forward  over  the  steps.  Where  Gfeneral  Se^A'al•d^s 
Banking  House  is  now  situated,  was  Mv.  Archy  Kas- 
son's  store,  facing  on  Excliange  street,  and  he  lived  in 
the  second  story  of  the  same  building  with  his  family. 
Then  followed  the  Irwin  or  Maxvv'ell  taverji,  and  di- 
rectly ox^posite,  between  Mr.  Porter's  house  and  the 
Hills'  store,  was  a  small  store  ke])t  by  one  Mr.  Hazen. 
He  was  a  bachelor  of  ratlier  iixed  notions,  and  he  used 
to  keep  for  sale  the  glass  beads,  which  we  as  children 
so  highly  prized.  Of  course  he  could  not  always  re- 
place his  stock  at  short  notice,  and  he  occasiunally  re- 
fused to  sell  us  a  string  of  red  or  blue  beads,  saying- 
it  "vvas  the  last  string  he  had,  of  that  shade,  and  lie 
did  not  wisli  to  break  his  assortment.  Where  Tvlr. 
Sutton  now  has  his  drugstore,  was  a  little  watch  shop 
kex>t  by  Peter  Fields,  and  near  l)y  Mr.  Guernsey  had 
a  saddlery  and  harness  sho}).  Robert  Muir  s  store 
was  about  on  the  site  of  the  Excliange  Bank,  and  vre 
always  went  there  to  purchase  our  nuts  and  raisins  as 
he  gave  such  excellent  measure.  Indeed  he  often 
gave  us  our  raisins  and  then  handed  us  back  oui-  pen- 
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iiy  tliat  we  might  come  again.  T!ie  Post  OiTice  was 
kept  in  a  little  wooden  structure  where  the  Cayuga 
County  Bank  is  situated,  and  Dr.  Crosset  was  our  first 
post- master,  ])ut  a  millinery  shop  occupied  a  greate 
portion  of  the  building.  Where  Mrs.  Morgan  now 
resides  was  the  dwelling  of  David  Hyde,  and  below  it, 
next  to  tlie  Baptist  Church,  stands  the  house  where 
David  Horner  lived  for  many  years,  and  which  was 
afterward  occupied  b}^  Colonel  Sherwood.  The  church 
had  not  yet  been  built,  and  about  on  its  site  was  a  lit- 
tle vvdiite  hous.-  occiipied  by  the  Patty  family,  and  in 
which  most  of  the  children  Avere  born. 

The  Patty  tannery  stood  back  a  little  from  the  street 
and  was  reached  througli  the  lane  which  is  now  Me- 
chanic street.  From  the  bridge  there  was  an  uninter- 
rupted view  up  and  down  tlie  stream,  and  I  have  often 
joined  tlie  crowds  which  gathered  upon  it  on  such  Sun- 
day afternoons  as  tlie  Baptists  immersed  their  converts 
in  the  creek.  The  immersion  generally  took  place  about 
two  o'clock,  in  a  pool,  vrhich  is  I  should  think,  now  cov- 
ered by  the  Coventry  tobacco  factory.  The  largest  at- 
tendance, I  recollect,  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  baptism 
of  Mr.  Garrow  by  Elder  Blaine.  Mr.  Garrowwasa  very 
large,  tall  man  ^vhiie  Mr.  Blaiiie  was  rather  slight  and 
delicate.  It  was  evidently  feared  that  there  might  be 
some  difficulty  for  tliese  reasons,  in  bringing  Mi'.  Gar- 
vow  to  the  surface  after  he  luid  l)een  oijce  under  the  wa- 
ter, for  he  had  tied  around  his  wnist  a  large,  strong,  red 
silk  handkercliif^f  in  order  that  the  Elder  might  liave 
some  tiling  firm  to  liold  on  by.  It  of  course  had  a  very 
singular  eifect  over  his  black  baptisnml  robe, but  the  cer- 
emony went  off  without  accident.  I  once  saw  an  im- 
mersion there,  when  they  were  ol)liged  t(i  break  the  ice 
before  they  entered  the  water.  The  Center  House  on  the 
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point  at  Market  street,  the  Demaree  tavern,  where  is 
•now  the  National  and  the  Stone  Mill  are  the  only  promi- 
nent buildings  which  I  recall  in  this  quarter  of  the  town. 
Mr.  Horace  Hills  lived  in  a  large  frame  house  on  Noith 
street,  where  Walker's  market  now  stands,  and  it  was 
the  first  house  I  ever  saw  with  inside  blinds.  The 
house,  I  believe,  has  been  moved  back,  and  is  still 
standing  behind  the  brick  block  of  stores.  Just  op- 
posite was  Mr.  Olipliant's  tailor  shop,  in  the  old  brick 
building  so  long  occui)ied  by  Mr.  Alexander,  the  shoe- 
maker. The  family  lived  up  stairs  over  the  shop  be- 
fore they  moved  to  their  William  street  house  in  later 
years.  Mr.  Oliphant  always  declared  that  he  had  once 
made  a  pair  of  breeches  for  George  HI,  before  he 
came  from  London,  and  whether  he  had  or  not,  he 
called  himself  " breeches  maker  to  the  King.''  Ly- 
man Paine  lived  in  a  small  liouse  near  the  stream,  and 
I  often  went  there  to  see  his  daughters  Mary  Ann, 
Sally,  Huldah  and  Fanny.  Old  Major  Cumpson 
lived  then  in  a  wooden  house  directly  where  our  To\mi 
Hall  now  stands,  and  in  front  of  it  was  a  long  green 
sward  extending  to  North  sti-eet.  This  was  a  little  in 
front  of  the  Hardenburg  house,  wliich  stood  nearly  on 
the  site  of  the  present  residence.  I  frequently  went 
to  the  Hardenburg's  during  my  childhood  after  the 
Colonel's  death.  The  family  then  consisted  of  his 
widow  and  two  children,  John  and  Maria.  The  latter 
died  in  early  life.  Mrs.  Hardenburg  Vv^as  a  woman, 
of  agreeable  manners,  tall  and  angular,  and  was  very 
much  beloved  by  the  children  of  the  village,  who  called 
lier  Auntie  Hai'denl)urg.  She  usually  sat  in  the  chimney 
corner  and  smoked  her  pipe  after  each  meal,  and  took 
snuff  constantly.  She  took  her  pipe  with  lier  when 
slie  went  out  socially  among  her  neighbors,  and  she 
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wore  one  of  the  large  poke  bonnets  which  were  com- 
monly seen  in  my  early  clays.  The  house  was  a  large 
wooden  structure  with  a  huge  chimney  which  would 
hold  and  burn  wood  cut  six  feet  long,  and  in  which 
you  could  stand  and  look  directly  up  to  the  sky.  It 
had  double  swinging  doors,  which  opened  directly  in- 
to the  living  room,  and  there  was  a  great  well  sweep 
in  the  yard  behind  it.  I  recollect  Mr.  John  Ilarden- 
biirg  as  a  young  man  very  distinctly,  and  that  when 
the  Academy  burned  down  in  1817  he  was  sleej^ing  in 
the  building,  and  only  saved  his  life  by  jumping  from 
the  second  story  windovv'.  I  saw  the  flames  and  the 
light  of  the  fire  from  our  house  on  the  hill. 

On  the  site  of  Mr.  Osborne's  residence  on  the  corner 
of  North  and  Seminar}'  streets,  was  the  Estes  tannery. 
I  have  frequently  been  there,  crossing  the  stream  by  a 
fool  bridge  on  State  street.  South  street  was  not 
much  built  upon  as  yet.  Oil  the  ground  now  occupied 
by  Mr.  Harmon  Woodruff's  residence  tliere  stood  a 
small  v.'ooden  school  house,  in  which  I  once  attended 
school  for  a  short  time,  being  taught  by  j\lr.  Conrad 
Ten  Eyck.  Opposite  was  a  long,  low,  wooden  house 
on  the  site  of  the  present  Ilniversalist  Church,  which 
was  for  many  years  occupied  by  Colonel  Hulbert's 
family  after  they  left  the  old  Porter  house  on  Genesee 
street.  Tlie  house  was  a  roomy  and  pleasant,  though 
unpretending  dwelling,  and  it  was  here  I  saw  in  after 
years  the  first  piano  ever  brought  to  Auburn.  Col. 
Hulbert's  daughter  had  been  at  school  at  Pittstield, 
and  had  learned  music,  so  he  bouglit  iier  the  i^iano  on 
her  return  home.  It  had  eight  spindle  legs  vvitli  brass 
castors,  and  it  was  considered  a  very  massive  and 
elaboriUp  in-^trunient.  At  tl^e  time  of  which  I  write, 
however,  pianos  had  not  been  thought  of  here.  Be- 
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yond  tliis  house  on  Soiitli  street  were  fields  and  woods, 
and  it  was  many  years  before  tlic  street  \\'as  levelled 
or  much  built  uxjon.  A  lane  rau  where  Scliool  street 
now  extends,  and  Lincoln  and  Cunipson  street  had 
not  been  opened.  About  where  Mr.  Nelson's  lumber 
yard  is  located  stood  Samuel  Cumpson\s  spacious  res- 
idence surrounded  by  a  beautiful  flower  garden,  and 
the  lane  continued  past  it,  reaching  South  sti'eet  near 
the  site  of  the  Second  cliurch.  The  distillery  was 
near  by,  and  the  family,  I  recollect,  depended  for 
tlieir  supply  of  drinking  water  on  the  large  spring, 
which  is  still  ilowing  in  the  grounds  of  iVfr.  Henry 
Koster  s  house  on  Lincoln  street. 

Of  course,  as  time  rolled  on,  A  ul)urn  improved,  and 
the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people  became  less 
primitive.  My  father's  land  v/as  gradually  sold,  and 
many  new  people  came  in.  The  stages  began  to  run 
with  regularit}',  and  the  houses,  fences  and  sidevv^alks 
became  better.  Imnugration  was  very  large,  and  for 
-^years  it  was  no  infrequent  sight  to  see  a  family  mov- 
^ing  West  through  the  toAvn  w  ith  four  or  fivi^  loads  of 
household  goods  in  lai'ge  canvas  covered  v/agons.  I 
have  seen  the  statement  in  ''Hairs  Travels  in  Ameri- 
ca,'' published  in  1816,  that  in  the  year  j^revious  six- 
teen thousand  of  these  Avagons  passed  over  the  bridge 
at  Cayuga,  and  T  should  not  think  it  exaggerated. 
You  might,  however,  think  T  was  drawing  on  my  im- 
agination if  I  shoul'j  attempt  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
the  mud  which  prevailed  here  at  any  other  season 
than  midwinter  or  sujnmer.  Wlien  in  1832  I  lived  in 
the  house  since  occu[>ied  by  Gen.  Chedell,  we  had  on- 
ly a  single  plaidv  foi-a  sidewalk  and  were  glad  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  help  of  the  rail  fence.  South  street 
even  at  this  day  was  so  little  built  upon,  tliat  I  could 
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sir  at  my  side  window  and  see  the  congregation  dis- 
tinctly as  rli'-y  ascended  or  descended  the  steps  of  tlie 
Second  Clinrch. 

A  great  feature  in  our  early  days  were  ''general 
ti'ainings"  when  the  county  militia  disported  itself  for 
several  hours  on  the  Court  House  green  and  on  Gene- 
see street.  These  festivals  were  usually  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  Hiird  of  Scipio,  who  vras  very  fond  of 
such  enteilainments,  and  it  was  principally  owing  to 
his  intiuence  that  they  were  not  abandoned  long  before 
tliey  were.  Tli*^  trooj)S  were  some  on  horse])ack,  some 
on  foot,  and  I  think  tliere  were  a  few  small  cannon 
which  ligured  in  the  procession  as  it  marched  and 
counter-marched  on  Genesee  street.  Our  friend,  Mi\ 
i^Iarshall,  always  appeared  with  a  cart  of  ginger  bi'ead 
and  beer,  early  in  liie  morning,  i\nd  sold  his  vstock 
with  fearful  rapidity.  The  Masonic  Fraternity  Hour- 
islied  als;])  at  this  time,  and  David  Horner,  who  was 
iiead  of  The  Order,  gave  much  of  his  time  and  atten- 
Mou  to  their  meetings.  He  was  the  Grand  Master,  I 
think,  at  all  events,  he  was  very  often  called  ''  King- 
David.''  The  lodge  room  was  on  Genese^^  street,  near 
the  present  Cayuga  County  Bank,  and  after  each 
meeting  the  lamps  were  carried  across  the  street  to 
Mrs.  Horner  s  to  be  tilled  and  cleaned.  We  some- 
times availed  ourselves  of  the  fact  that  the  lodge  door 
vras  open  at  these  times  and  went  over  to  look  at  the 
velvet  regalia  and  otliei'  wonderful  things  said  to  be 
there.  I  do  not  rec-dl,  liovrever,  tliat  vs'e  ever  saw  any- 
thing vei-y  remarka^'h^  and  I  think  that  in  late  years 
I  hav'.^  linird  tli'?  statenu-^nt  thai  in  Masonry  the  reali- 
ties did  not  always  equal  one's  tinticipations. 

Every  on^'  ilrank  bittei's  in  tliese  days,  and  I  have 
seen  my  uncles  and  other  relatives  take  them  \N'ith 


88 


EAELY  LIFE  IN  AUBUEN. 


tansy  before  breakfast,  in  the  morning.  Tlie  practice 
was  universal,  but  I  never  recollect  seeing  more  tlian 
one  or  two  men  intoxicated.  One  of  these  was  one  of 
my  Uncle  Samuel  Dill's  hired  men,  who  went  down 
tovrn  from  the  Mount  House  one  St.  Patrick's  day, 
and  came  home  in  a  very  deplorable  condition.  Al- 
though he  was  an  Irishman  between  forty  and  fifty 
years  of  age,  my  uncle  took  his  horse  whip,  iind  gave 
him  a  sound  thrashing.  I  sat  on  the  cellar  stairs  and 
saw  him  do  it,  and  the  man  had  apparently  no  idea 
but  that  it  was  entirely  the  correct  thing.  Reuben 
Swift,  who  lived  on  South  street,  on  the  corner  of  the 
present  Svrift  street,  as  you  know,  was  a  confirmed 
drunkard,  and  seldom  vvent  home  sober.  In  my  early 
days  tnicts  were  dislributed  by  the  temperance  x>eo- 
ple,  detailing  the  evils  of  drunkenness,  and  dwelling 
})articularl3^  on  the  danger  of  spontaneous  combustion 
after  a  long  indulgence  in  strong  liquors,  and  we  chil- 
dren have  watched  Mr.  Svrift  often  and  often,  wonder- 

.  ing  if  we  should  ever  see  the  flames  issuing  from  his 

Lmouth  as  he  went  reeling  home. 

In  1S20  my  mother  died  and  her  funeral  sermon  was 
preached  by  Dr.  Lansing  at  the  First  Church.  Short- 
ly after,  it  was  thought  best  to  send  my  sister  Jane 
and  me  to  boarding  school,  and  vre  were  accordingly 
transxKnled  to  the  seminary  kejjt  by  Uncle  Caleb  Mc- 
Keel  at  Skaneateles.  This  was  a  celebrated  and  pop- 
ular Quaker  school,  and  we  remained  there  two  years. 
I  took  with  me  my  papered  trunk  made  by  Mr.  Ter- 
ry, and  beside  my  other  apparel  it  contained  two 
dresses,  which  were  thought  at  the  time  an  abuiidant 
supply  for  any  school  girl.  We  had  also  a  stock  of 
colored  cotton  pocket  handkerchiefs,  and  a  fev/  linen 
ones  made  from  our  o^vn  tiax  and  spun  at  home.  The 
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school  was  an  excellent  one,  and  it  was  conducted  by 
Mr.  McKeel  as  p]incix)al,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Lydia  P. 
Mott  and  Miss  Sarali  Underhill.  I  have  my  certificate 
signed  by  each  of  them  dated  in  1823.  There  were 
forty  scholars,  and  we  slept  in  one  large  rooin  over  the 
school  room  in  twenty  beds.  This  room  was  wamied 
only  by  the  pipe  from  the  large  wood  stove  in  the 
school  room,  and  as  tlie  fire  nsiially  went  ont  in  the 
night  time,  by  morning  we  were  conrfortably  cool. 
We  had  one  wash  stand,  and  one  looking  glass,  and 
we  made  our  own  beds,  as  was  the  universal  custom  at 
country  boarding  schools.  The  fare  was  rather  indif- 
ferent. We  had  a  great  deal  of  codhsh,  and  once  a 
week  mush  and  molasses.  Still  we  learned  a  great 
deal  and  enjoyed  our  life  there.  Mr.  McKeel  w^as  a 
bachelor  and  very  fond  of  visiting,  so  that  we  had 
v^ry  many  pleasant  rides  in  winter  and  summer.  He 
would  occasionally  bring  us  to  Auburn  for  a  few  hours, 
and  once  he  took  us  to  Scipioto  be  present  at  the  mar- 
riage, of  the  two  dauglitei's  of  Jetliro  Wood.  They 
were  married  at  the  same  time  in  the  Quaker  meeting 
house,  and  a  great  crowd  of  Quakers  were  in  attend- 
ance, many  of  which  after  the  usual  quiet  ceremony 
signed  the  marriage  certificate. 

Our  Quaker  meetings  at  Skaneateles  were  always 
held  on  Thursday  mornings,  and  we  were  all  obliged 
to  be  present,  but  on  Sundays  we  were  allowed  to  at- 
tend the  Episcoj)al  services  in  the  village  church,  con- 
ducted by  the  rector,  Mr.  Converse.  As  our  Quaker 
meetings  were  usually  of  the  silent  kind,  my  sister 
Jane  and  I  took  the  opportunity  to  learn  our  Bible  les- 
son for  the  next  Sunday.  Miss  Julia  Legg  used  to, 
come  and  take  us  to  pass  the  Sabbath  at  her  mothers 
in  the  village,  and  you  can  imagine  how  pleasant  the 
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cliange  was  from  tlio  scliool  discipline  totlie  liberty  of 
a  village  family  who  lived  so  delight  full  3^  as  tlieLeggs. 
We  were  very  fond  of  Mrs.  J\Iott,  tiie  assistant  x>i"iiici- 
pal.  She  was  a  celebrated  Quaker  preaclier,  who  went 
often  to  quarterly  meeting,  where  she  preached  with 
great  acceptance.  Of  course  when  she  returned  we  vrere 
always  ver^^  eager  to  see  lier,  and  like  all  school  girls 
to  obtain  her  first  kiss.  She  had  a  son  Arthur  wlio 
was  aAvare  of  this  fact,  and  one  day  about  the  hour  of 
his  motlier's  expected  return,  he  drs^ssed  himself  in 
her  clothes,  and  wra-pping  himself  up  somewhat, 
walked  slowly  to  tlie  door  from  the  front  gate.  "We 
rushed  out  as  usual  and  about  a  dozen  of  us  kissed 
him  before  we  discovered  the  deception.  I  underto<j>k 
one  day  to  decorate  myself  by  curling  my  hair,  and 
accordingly  began  hy  decorating  it  vdth  two  kno1)s 
,over  my  forehead,  securing  it  with  pins.  I  ran  down 
stairs  to  meet  Mrs.  Mott,  as  she  came  in,  when  trddng 
my  face  between  her  hands,  she  said,  AVhy,  T)ebb}', 
has  thee  got  horns  a  growing  f '  I  never  see  a  curl  to 
this  day,  that  I  do  not  recall  her  woids,  and  my  mor- 
tification. On  Satui-days,  we  all  v\"ent  to  the  school 
room,  and  darned  our  stockings,  or  mended  any  rents 
which  A\e  found  in  our  dresses.  Tiie  Quakers  were 
very  particular  in  the  matter  of  needle  work,  and  if  a 
dress  of  two  or  more  colors  was  to  be  mended,  we 
were  obliged  to  have  an  equal  nu]!il)er  of  colored 
threads,  and  to  match  the  figures  exactly.  "We  made 
a  great  many  little  needle  books  and  pin  balls,  and 
were  taught  to  stitch  them  very  neatly.  Among  oth- 
er accomplishments,  I  learrjed  to  play  whist  at  this 
school,  although  it  was  nor  one  of  the  regiilai*  studies. 
I  was  active  and  vigorous  at  this  time,  and  after  I  re- 
turned home  used  often  to  ride  over  on  horseback  to 
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visit  the  scliool,  and  baclv  in  the  same  afternoon. 
Once  I  walked  over  and  back  in  tlie  same  day,  and 
once  with  a  party  of  girls  I  w^alked  to  Cayuga  and 
back. 

After  onr  return  from  school,  we  continued  to  live  in 
the  ^fotint  House  with  my  Uncle  Samuel,  until  he  mov- 
ed to  Caniillus  ;  and  after  tliattinie  witli  my  sister  Car- 
oline who  liad  recently  married  John  Hiilbert.  After 
my  marriage  it  was  sold  to  Abijalt  Fitch,  and  having 
changvd  owners  several  times,  it  was  finally  used  as  ;i 
young  ladies*  seminary,  until  it  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1849.  I  soon  ])egan  to  enjoy  tlie  delights  of  society 
and  I  recall  with  pleasure  our  frv'quent  sleighing  par- 
ties, when  v:e  drove  to  Elbridge,  Skaneateles,  Cayuga 
or  Seneca  Falls,  very  mucli  as  do  the  young  2)eople  of 
the  present  day.  We  commonly  started  in  the  after- 
noon, or  early  in  the  evening,  and  vrould  after  reach- 
ing Seneca  Falls  or  Cayuga,  order  supper  at  a  tavern, 
drive  on  for  a  ways,  and  return  about  tlie  time  it 
would  be  ready  for  us.  We  occasionally  liad  oysters, 
and  before  each  person  at  the  table  was  a  chahjig  dish, 
in  which  they  were  cooked  to  suit  eacli  individual 
taste.  Once  we  took  a  dii^iier  box  from  a  sleigh  which 
was  before  a  tavei'n  door  at  Cayuga,  as  we  passed.  4t 
this  time  travelhn's  were  obliged  to  carry  their  own 
provisions  when  making  long  journeys,  and  a  ''camp 
chest,"  or  as  we  called  it  a  "dinnei-  box"  was  a  neces- 
sity. Once  we  drove  to  Syracuse,  starting  early  in 
the  day,  and  aniving  there  in  time  fo]'  dinner  at  one 
o'clock,  taking  -Aipper  at  Elbridge  on  our  return. 
This  we  only  accomplished  by  having  relays  of  horses 
at  several  ])oiiit.s  on  ihe  road.  We  did  not  consider  it 
im])rope]\  if  wp  were  cliilly,  to  stop  at  a  tavern  door 
and  drink   some   brandy,  with  sugar,  although  we 
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usually  called  for  bread  and  milk.  The  tavern  keej)- 
ers  knew  by  experience  what  we  wished  for.  Our 
balls,  too,  were  very  enjoyable.  They  commenced 
usually,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  lasted 
until  two  o'cloclv  in  the  morning,  except  on  extraor- 
dinary occasions,  like  our  elaborate  Fourth  of  July 
balls,  when  we  stayed  until  dawn.  They  were  held  in 
the  ball  room  of  the  Bostwick,  Gflover  or  Goodrich 
tavern,  and  the  tickets  were  printed  on  small  bits  of 
paper,  some  of  which  I  have  kept  to  this  day.  We 
danced  ''Monie  Musk,"  "Scotch  Reels,"  and  a  figure 
called  "  French  Four,"  wiiicli  I  believe  is  now  ex- 
tinct. The  music  was  generally  made  by  one  violin, 
and  the  illumination  by  means  of  candles  hung  round 
the  walls  of  the  room  in  candlesticks.  At  twelve 
o'clock  we  had  suj)per,  and  all  sat  doAvn  to  a  long  ta- 
ble in  the  dining  room.  Roast  chickens  and  turkeys 
were  standard  dishes,  and  after  six  houi's  of  dancing 
something  substantial  was  very  refreshing.  Our  ball 
dresses  were  white  muslin  over  black  silk  skirts,  and 
we  had  ojie  breadtli  for  the  front,  another  for  the  back, 
with  a  gore  on  each  side,  while  the  young  gentlemen 
usually  wore  swallow  called  coats,  rather  short  trous- 
ers, and  vests  cut  square  across  at  the  bottom.  At  tlie 
commencement  of  a  ball,  we  usually  waited  in  the 
dressing  room  until  the  dancers  were  all  assembled, 
when  we  Avalked  into  tlie  ball  room  with  our  partners 
to  the  music  of  a  march  played  on  the  one  violin. 

The  young  people  whom  I  best  recollect,  were  Jo- 
sephine Finn,  Mary  and  Cornelia  Pitney,  Eliza  Bene- 
dict, Mary  Seymour,  Huldali  Paine,  Fannie  Paine, 
Eliza  Pease,  Mary  Ann  and  Eliza  Horner,  Whitfield 
Hatch,  John  Garrow,  Levi  Lundy,  John  Bird,  George 
Jaycox,  Butler  Sheldon,  M.  S,  iVfyers,  Michael  Foote, 
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Richard  Paine,  James  Horner  and  Isaac  S.  Allen. 
The  lat  ter  was  a  great  beau  in  those  days,  an  excellent 
dancer,  and  very  gallant.  I  recollect  that  once  Col.  Hul- 
bert  and  his  wife  were  called  to  Rochester  by  the 
death  of  a  relative,  so  that  with  the  house  all  to  our- 
selves, we  sat  up  all  night  with  the  Hulbert  girls  and 
sewed  on  the  dresses  whicli  we  wished  to  wear  on  the 
next  evening. 

Aborit  1S24,  my  sister  and  I  were  sent  to  boarding 
scliuol  at  Ballston,  a  place  which  then  had  as  much 
reputation  as  Saratoga  has  now — in  fact,  Saratoga  was 
a  little  place  of  entertainment,  to  which  we  occasion- 
ally drove,  never  thinking  that  it  could  eclipse  Balls- 
ton  with  its  tremendous  summer  hotels  and  throngs  of 
visitors.  My  brother  John  usually  went  with  us  dur- 
ing tlie  long  stage  ride  of  tliree  days  and  two  nights 
Irom  Auburn  to  Schenectady.  After  the  opening  of 
the  canal  we  used  sometimes  to  go  to  Syi^acuse  by 
stage,  thence  to  Utica  by  canal,  and  then  to  Ballston 
by  stage  again.  The  roads  were  still  very  wretched 
and  we  were  often  obliged  to  get  out  and  wait  by  the 
road  side  while  the  driver  and  passengers  pried  the 
wheels  oul  of  the  ruts  with  rails  from  the  nearest 
fence. 

Sometime  before  I  went  to  Ballston  the  military 
funeral  of  General  Fleming  took  place  in  1823.  It 
was  a  great  event  for  Auburn  and  it  was  attended  by 
an  enormous  crowd  of  people  from  all  ])arts  of  the 
country.  The  militia  nmrched  with  reversed  arms, 
and  the  General's  horse  with  all  his  military  accoutre- 
ments, was  led  in  the  procession  by  one  of  his  colored 
body  servants.  The  body  was  brought  to  town  in  a 
wagon  and  tiiken  to  St.  Peter  s  church,  where  appi'o- 
iniate  services  were  held,  after  w  hich  it  was  placed  on 
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a  bier,  and  carried  to  the  Nortli  Street  Cemetery, 
wliere  the  usual  salute  was  fired  o^'er  the  grave. 
Heai'ses  were  not  lieard  of  in  Aubuni  in  nor  for 

some  time  thereafter,  and  I  think  that  the  first  one 
ever  used  here  was  brouglit  by  the  Richardsons  in 
1835.  The  u^e  of  biers  was  universal,  and  when  my 
first  daugliter  died,  she  was  carried  from  the  house, 
now  occupied  by  Mr.  S.  L.  Bradley,  to  St.  Peter  s 
Church  yard  in  this  manner. 

On  June  1st,  1825,  Lafayette  made  his  celebrated 
visit  to  Auburn.  Great  preparations  v,ere  made  foi- 
it,  and  on  the  morning  of  his  arrival,  guns  were  fired 
in  order  that  the  people  in  the  surrounding  towns 
might  know  of  it,  and  come  to  Aubui-n  to  see  him. 
Arches  were  erected  and  decorated  witli  evergreens  on 
Genesee  street,  and  there  was  a  very  large  one  near  us 
.on  the  hill.  He  was  met  at  Cayuga  by  a  large  delega- 
tion from  town,  and  he  entered  ridiiig  in  a  coach 
r  drawn  by  six  horses,  accompanied  by  Governor 
Throop,  Judge  liichardson,  and  my  uncle  John  Dill. 
The  latter  had  served  with  him  in  the  anny,  and  had 
known  him  intimately,  as  had  Major  A^anYalkenburg^ 
who  came  over  from  Skaneateles  to  meet  him.  The 
procession  drove  to  the  Exchange  hotel,  and  my  sister 
and  I  were  there  with  Mrs.  Seward  on  the  upper  balco- 
ny. After  a  time  he  came  to  the  ball  roum  and  shook 
hands  with  eacli  one  of  us  as  we  stood  ai  ound  the  walls 
of  the  room.  We  all  said  Welcome  Lafayette,"  and 
I  can  recall  his  api)earance  as  distinctly  as  if  he  stood 
before  me  at  this  moment.  In  tlie  evening  there  was  a 
grand  ''Lafayette  Ball,"  wliich  my  older  sister  and 
brother  attended,  but  to  which  I  did  not  go.  In  1827, 
however,  I  attended  a  ball  and  met  for  the  first  time 
Mr.  George  II.  Wood,  whom  I  afterward  mari  ied.  It 
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was  custoiTiary  at  tLis  time  at  all  balls,  to  have  a  room 
for  card  playing,  and  we  i)layed  vriiisl  the  entire  even- 
ing again:5t  Eliza  Horner  and  Consider  Carter.  The 
latter  v^-as  a  young  man  employed  by  the  Sherwoods 
in  their  stage  office.  He  was  a  very  agreeable  and  ca- 
pable person  and  much  attached  to  Miss  Horner,  to 
whom  he  offered  liimself  unsuccessfully  several  times. 

When  I  was  married  on  the  14th  day  of  May,  1S29, 
the  peach  and  apple  trees  ^vere  all  in  bloom,  and  the 
stage  in  which  v/e  went  on  our  wedding  journey  was 
trimn^ed  with  the  boughs  from  th<  se  trees  and  llowers. 
AVe  vrere  married  in  St.  Peter  s  Church  by  Dr.  Eudd 
at  eleven  in  the  morning,  and  ray  brother  John  and 
Yi'iss  Worden  wt-re  married  at  the  same  time.  We 
engaged  a  stage  for  the  trip  and  di'ove  to  Buffado,  the 
same  driver  going  and  returning  with  us,  clmnging 
horses  only  at  the  usual  stations.  Eliza  Horner, 
Amanda  Worden  and  my  sister  Jane  ^yent  with  us, 
malving  just  a  coacdi  full.  AY e  stopped  at  Canandai- 
gua  and  Eochester,  aiid  at  Lock]<ort  to  examiiie  the 
loclvs,  whicii  were  gi'eat  curiositi^\s  in  those  djiys.  We 
eventually  arrived  at  Buh'alo,  and  were  gone  fi'om 
Auburn  just  two  weeks. 

l]ufl"alo  has  clianged  ^^ery  much  in  lift}'  years. 
Tiiere  Avas  no  Delaware  Avenue  then,  and  where  are 
now  the  largest  stores  and  warehouses,  was  a  cemete- 
ry. While  at  Hulfa.lo,  we  went  to  the  old  theatre  to 
see  Charlotte  Cushman  })lay  Cindei'ella,  or  the  Lit- 
tle Glass  Slip]>er.**  I  saw  her  frequently  in  iS''ew 
York  in  later  years  at  the  Bowery  Tljeatre.  She  was 
playing  there  wh(;n  it  was  rebuili  in  1828,  [iftei'  it  v/as 
burned,  and  I  saw  lie]'  the  first  niglit  that  the  new^ 
theatre  wa.s  open^jd. 

Tile  American  hottd  w  as  opened  on  New  Year's  day, 
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3830,  by  Thomas  Noyes,  and  I  took  tea  there,  the 
first  meal,  dinner,  havmg  been  given  to  a  party  of 
gentlemen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noyes  were  New  England 
people,  and '  they  kept  the  hotel  so  acceptably  that  it 
soon  became  famous.  Mrs.  Noyes  always  sat  at  the 
head  of  the  table  and  poured  the  tea  or  coffee  for  all  the 
guests,  and  my  seat  was  directly  next  hers.  The  patron- 
age was  so  much  greater  than  was  anticipated  that  I 
was  often  obliged  to  assist  her  in  making  sheets  and 
counterpanes,  as  the  stock  she  brought  from  the  East 
was  far  too  small.  We  had  twelve  stages  daily,  and 
the  stage  office  was  under  the  front  piazza,  in  the  base- 
ment, at  the  right  side  ;  and  it  was  usually  occupied 
by  ^lilton  and  John  Sherwood,  who  sat  there  in  their 
broad-cloth  coats  and  rutlied  shirt  bosoms,  and  man- 
aged the  afl'airs  of  their  celebrated  "Telegraph  Line" 
of  stage  coaches.  This  was  about  the  time  of  Au- 
burn's greatest  prosperity,  which  as  you  know  reached 
its  climax  in  1836  and  1837.  The  passenger  traffic 
was  enonnous,  and  when  the  cars  first  came  to  Au- 
burn in  183S,  I  was  again  at  the  American^  whose 
popularity  had  not  waned. 

Tlie  Railroad  was  laid  up  Franklin  street  from  the 
station  near  the  prison  to  the  livery  stable  novr  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Doan,  and  those  passengers  who  chose  to 
do  so,  got  off  at  the  prison  station,  while  others  pre- 
ferred to  ride  to  the  terminus.  The  first  cars  were 
very  small.  They  had  doors  at  the  side  like  a  coach, 
and  two  seats  facing  each  other,  with  places  for  six 
passengers  in  each  car.  There  Avere  usually  three  cars 
in  a  train  and  we  were  drawn  by  horses  to  and  from 
Syracuse.  It  was  at  the  latter  place  I  hrst  saw  a  lo- 
comotive, sometime  before  one  had  been  brought 
here.    After  the  cars  had  begun  to  run  with  regulari- 
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tv  the  Auburn  Housp  was  built,  aud  beinc:  U'^ar  tlie 
railroad,  it  soon  became  a  populai*  resort,  as  i)as8en- 
gers  could  get  off  at  its  door.  Auburn  liad  now  ce^ased 
to  be  a  country  village,  aud  was  noted  for  the  ability 
of  its  lawyers,  its  jn'oniising  water-power  aud  its 
social  advantages.  Tlie  Pattys,  Burts,  Olmsteds, 
Horners,  Compstons,  Hughes  and  Stevensons  began 
to  disperse  and  tlieir  successors  entertained  veiy 
many  sD-augers  and  celebrities  who  came  here  as  the 
means  of  access  became  less  arduous.  Judge  Mill<u', 
Judge  Hichardson,  Cliristopher  Moigan  and  Secretriry 
Seward  had  uiany  visitors,  and  I  have  met  hej'e  at 
various  times  Silas  Wright,  Martin  and  John  Yan- 
Buren,  Thurlow  Weed,  Daniel  Webster  and  Henry 
Clay. 

In  183C.  we  built  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Theo  P.  Case,  and  while  it  was  being  completed  Dan- 
iel Webster  was  here.  He  was  so  much  x^leased  with 
it  that  v,'e  had  the  plans  duplicated  and  sent  them  to 
him.  In  1839,  Henry  Clay  was  on  one  of  his  custom- 
ary political  tours  through  the  country,  and  he  cauie 
to  Auburn  ii^om  Cauandaigua.  attending  a  sup])er 
given  for  him  at  the  Ameiican  hotel.  He  called  on 
me  in  the  mornini;  before  leavincr  for  Syracuse  at 
noon,  and  as  he  was  at  tlie  time  vei'y  much  interested 
in  house  building,  he  examined  ours  very  thoroughly. 
Mr.  Casey  again  drew  tlie  plans,  and  we  sent  them  to 
him  as  we  had  Mr.  Webster.  Mr.  Clay's  i:>leasing 
manner  and  wonderful  conversational  i^owers  strength- 
ened tlie  devotion  of  his  many  XK:)lirical  friends  liere, 
most  of  whom  then  saw  him  for  the  lirst  time. 

There  are  many  things  I  should  like  to  mention,  but 
I  cannc^t  venture  to  ti'espass  too  L'ar  on  your  good  na- 
ture.   As  we  sat  at  tea  oJie  evening  in  183:2,  an  alarm 
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of  fire  was  given,  and  folloA^ing  our  usual  custom, 
every  one  in  tlie  village  luslied  to  the  street.  It 
turned  out  to  ])e  the  lire  whicli  destroyed  St.  Peter  s 
Church,  and  when  I  arrived  on  the  ground,  tlie  streets 
were  filled  vrith  i)eople,  who  stood  and  watched  the 
fire  as  it  slowly  consumed  the  enormous  timbers  of  the 
Church.  ^Ve  saw  the  sinve  fall  at  last  v/itli  a  great 
crash.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  at  this  time  our 
fire  engine  was  used  or  not,  but  at  the  first  fire  in  the 
prison  in  1820,  the  water  was  all  passed  from  hand  to 
hand  from  tlie  creek  to  the  lu-ison  dooi'S  in  our  leather 
buckets.  Every  fanrily  in  tlie  village  had  severed  of 
these,  numbei'ed  and  marked  >rith  the  OAvners'  name. 
We  had  six  marked  ''S.  Dill.'' 

In  this  same  year  there  vvas  a  profound  revival  at 
the  Methodist  Cluu'cli,  and  I  find  noted  in  Mr.  Wood's 
journal  the  fact  that  Amos  Underwood  and  General 
Chedell  were  mucli  excited  and  took  their  places  on 
the  ''anxious  seat." 

"  I  am  conscious  that  I  have  Asi  itten  much  whicli  may 
seem  to  you  trivial,  and  of  little  interest  to  an}'  one 
save  myself,  but  I  cannot  otherwise  give  yon  an  idea 
of  our  life  in  Auburn  in  its  early  days.  The  events 
which  I  liave  notud  seemed  to  us  at  the  time  of  great 
importance,  and  perhaps  you  should  after  rdl,  expect 
from  me  nothing  very  diifereiit  from  what  I  have 
wi'itten. 

I  have  only  alluded  incidentally  to  David  Horner, 
whose  picture  before  me,  and  his  public  s])irit,  his 
desire  for  the  education  of  the  young,  and  his  line 
literary  taste,  deserve  something  more  than  this,  lie 
had  a  library,  which  ^vould  be  valuable  even  now,  and 
we  wonder  that  in  this  remote  region,  that  he  could 
have  kex)t  i)ace  witli  the  literary  events  of  the  world 
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as  lie  did.  His  time  and  money  were  freely  rendered 
Avlienever  any  public  or  educational  measure  came  up, 
and  while  lie  lived  without  pretension  or  extrava- 
gance, he  was  one  of  the  men  most  looked  up  to  in  my 
childhood.  The  Cumpston's  also,  Samuel  and  Egbert, 
were  foremost  in  all  affairs  of  the  village,  and  did 
much  to  make  our  lives  })leasant.  The  Flemings  who 
were  prominent,  not  only  here  but  in  Nevvi^urg,  before 
they  came  to  Cayuga  county,  lived  in  Scipio,  in  a 
manner  remarkable  for  hospitality  and  ceremony. 
They  had  six  hundred  acres  of  land  tliere,  besides 
other  large  tracts  in  adjoining  towns,  and  they  enter- 
tained handsomely  at  their  "  seat,''  as  their  home  \vi\s 
called  in  the  publislied  notices  of  the  Generars  death. 
In  the  inventory  of  his  estate,  there  v/ere  wines  and 
liquors  enough  for  the  largest  landholder  in  Virginia. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  MY  EARLY  LIFE 
IN  AUBURN. 

A  Paper  read  before  the  Cayuga  County  Historical  Society, 
January  nth.  i83i. 

BY  MRS.  S.  BENTON  HUNT. 


REMIXISCEXCES  OF  MY  EARLY  LIFE 
IN  AUBURN. 


My  maiden  name  was  Aziiba  Terry.  I  was  born  at 
Aubnrn  in  1810. 

My  fatlier,  Abe]  Terry,  was  the  fourtli  son  of  Slia- 
dracli  Terry,  of  Enfield,  Connecticnt, — a  citizen  of 
exemplary  cliaracter,  and  a  farmer  of  considerable 
importance. 

At  tlie  early  age  of  21  my  fallier  married  Lonisa 
Cliapin,  also  of  Enlield.  lie  had  a  family  of  four 
children.  The  sndden  death  of  my  grandmother 
,.-.made  it  necessary  to  sell  the  farm,  in  order  to  give 
^'  to  the  several  heirs  the  due  Tjroportion  of  his  estate. 
Mv  father,  during  his  life,  made  it  a  rule  to  bring 
each  one  of  his  sons  to  a  "calling"  or  certain  occupa- 
sio)i,  by  Avhich  in  after  life  lie  could  support  himself. 
Tluis  it  transpii-ed  that  his  oldest  son,  my  Uncle  Al- 
vah,  became  a  vroriderfiQ  scliohir  in  his  native  town, 
giving  his  attention  to  navigati( -n,  I  rigonometry,  alge- 
bra and  matliematics,  shiiltitig  hiiriself  within  his 
small  cham'oer,  furnished  with  the  severity  of  a  mo- 
nastic cell.  Surrounded  by  his  precious  books, 
uttei'ly  ignoring  every  sight  and  sound  of  the  busy 
farm  lifp  anuiud  hiia.  drr'amiiig,  perhaps,  oft-times  of 
wealth  and  fame  as  tlie  result  of  his  scholastic 
labor,  time  sped  on. 
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One  day  he  was  missed  from  liis  accustomed  seat  at 
the  table  ;  his  mother  and  sister  called  from  room  to 
room  for  xVlvah  !  But  there  never  came  response. 
His  brother  advertised  in  a  Hartford  nev\'si)aper,  de- 
siring information  of  his  v\  herecbouts,  and  describing 
his  person.  All  that  was  ever  learned  of  him  was  that 
a  young  man  answering  to  the  description  of  his  i)er- 
son  embarked  in  a  sailing  vessel  at  Boston,  bound  for 
the  Mediterranean  sea,  and  as  the  vessel  was  richly 
laden,  and  as  there  were  at  this  early  period  of  our 
history  many  piratical  ships  alioat  in  that  distant 
region,  my  grandparents  concluded  that  they  had 
been  captured  by  Algerine  desi^eradoes  or  pirates. 

The  next  serious  change  in  the  domestic  circle  of 
my  widowed  giandmotlier  was  the  dei:)arture  of  my 
Uncles  Sliadrach  and  Apollos,  the  eldest  and  youngest 
of  tlie  brothers,  for  the  then  "far  west.''  Both  set- 
tled in  Auburn,  or  Aurelius,  as  it  was  then  called. 
Two  years  later  my  fallier  and  motiier  and  their  four 
children,  viz.:  Hannah,  Alvah,  after  the  truant  brotli- 
er,  Louisa  and  Lucien,  together  with  my  grandmoth- 
er and  maiden  sister  of  my  father  s,  entered  into  the 
little,  but  aspiring  village  of  Auburn,  being  al)out 
the  period  of  18U-4.  The  families  at  this  time  were 
fe^y  and  far  between,  but  were  closely  united  by  chris- 
tian fellowship  and  symp>athy.  "Auburn!  Sweet 
Auburn,  loveliest  village  of  the  plain,"  was  a  refrain 
often  repeated  b}^  different  members  of  my  fanuly  in 
my  childhood  as  a  convincing  X)roof  of  their  fondness 
for  their  home  in  the  west. 

Mr.  Shadrach  Terry,  father  of  Mrs.  Oscar  F.  Knapp, 
^pursued  at  this  time  the  business  of  wagon  and  plough 
making,  while  my  Uncle  Apollos  found  emj)loynieut 
as  a  farmer  during  the  summer  and  as  scliool-nuister 
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in  tlie  winter.  As  1  have  before  observed,  my  grand- 
father bronglit  the  entire  talents  of  his  sons  to  bear 
upon  his  farm  in  Enfield.  And  as  a  smith's  forge  was 
an  imperative  necessity  upon  the  farm,  he  built  a 
shop  upon  his  premises,  and  there  my  father  spent 
much  of  his  time  in  making  and  repairing  fai'm  uten- 
sils. Upon  making  up  his  mind  to  marry  he  decided 
to  follow  the  forge  instead  of  the  farm.  And  old 
Auburn  never  knew  a  more  ingenious  mechanic,  nor  a 
more  industrious  man  than  he  !  He  was  as  strong  as 
the  metal  he  worked  in,  as  true,  too,  as  steel,  yet  mal- 
leable withal  to  all  good  purposes  and  influences.  He 
loved  reading  and  s])ent  every  hour  of  his  leisure  in 
pursuing  the  Edinburgh  Encyc]o])edia,  which  books  I 
will  here  mention  were  lent  by  him  by  his  intimate 
friend,  Mr.  John  I).  Cray.  He  had  Lavater's  and 
Kochefoucauld's  Maxims  at  his  tongue's  end,  Seneca's 
Morals,  Plutarcli's  Lives  of  the  Ancients,  Goldsmitli's 
Citizen  of  the  "World,  and  the  works  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
More,  also,  those  of  Mrs.  Chax)one,  Zimmerman  on 
Solitude,  Ossian  s  poems,  Esop's  Fables  and  Gulli- 
ver's Travels.  For  his  daughter  lie  bought  Mark 
Akenside's  i)oems,  Scott's  Lady  of  the  Lake,  and 
Young's  Night  Tlioughts.  But  he  was  much  opposed 
to  the  reading  of  iiction.  Lord  Chesterheld's  letters 
were  much  esteemed  by  hiuL  He  showed  his  taste  in 
dress  by  wearing  the  best  broadcloth  (black),  and  the 
iinest  boots  which  were  made  in  Auburn,  and  by 
dressing  on  Sundays  inarultied  shirt — washed,  ironed 
and  plaited  by  my  eldest  sister  Hannah. 

Three  children  were  born  to  my  father  and  mother 
after  they  settled  in  Auluirn  :  my  brother,  Mr.  Owen 
Terry  ;  anotl'er  brother,  who  was  named  Orpheus,  who 
died  young,  and  myself  in  1810.    Alas  !  The  terrible 
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fevers  common  to  all  newly  opened  countries,  and  tlie 
cares  of  a  large  family  now  began  to  tell  upon  tlie 
constitution  of  my  devoted  mother.  Having  nursed 
my  eldest  brother  Alva  through  a  course  of  typhoid 
fever  and  seeing  a  favorable  turning  or  crisis  of  the 
same,  she  realized  a  few  hours'  relief,  and  sought  the 
repose  so  long  denied  to  a  watchful  mother,  when  she 
was  ovei*taken  by  the  symx^toms  of  premature  labor. 
Meantime  my  brother  who  had  risen  from  bed  and 
exposed  himself  to  the  dangers  of  taking  cold  and 
various  imprudences  of  diet,  suffered  a  relapse  and 
died  after  two  days'  illness.  Oil !  this  unhappy  event. 
My  suil'ering  mother  knew  nothing.  To  her  question 
of  ''How  is  Alvah'^"  the  reply  was  "All  is  well." 
Her  strength  had  been  sj^ent  for  others,  slie  was  re- 
signed to  death.  She  expired  in  giving  birth  to  a  si- 
lent child.  She  being  only  thirty-six  years  old,  and 
this  her  eighth  child. 

So  there  were  three  lying  dead  in  one  house  !  How 
many  times  in  after  life,  wliile  sitting  on  my  fatliei's 
knee-,  I  have  listened  to  the  heart-rending  recital  of 
his  trouble  at  this  period  of  his  married  life. 

I  was  then  only  eighteen  months  old,  and  I  know 
all  these  events  only  by  hearsay. 

My  father  never  married  again,  and  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  a  mother's  tender  care.  My  grandmother, 
my  fnther  s  maiden  sister.  Aunt  Stella,  and  my  sister 
Hannah,  nearly  twelve  years  old,  assumed  all  the  du- 
ties of  housekeeping  for  my  father. 

And  now  I  have  fairly  arrived  at  my  earliest  recol- 
lections of  my  Auburn  life.  Vie  lived  at  this  time 
very  near  to  the  lirst  Episcopal  Church  built  in  Au- 
buni,  St.  Peters. 

I  was  about  six  years  old  when  I  remember  going 
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there  on  Saturday  afTernoons  to  recite  my  catecliism 
to  the  Rev.  Wm.  Henry  North ro]_),  a  clergyman  of 
great  piety,  quite  young,  and  of  delicate  and  refined 
organization.  I  think  he  was  a  Carolinian  by  birth. 
At  any  rate,  the  rigor  of  onr  northern  winters  soon 
undermined  liis  health,  and  he  was  forced  to  resign 
his  parish  and  return  to  his  native  place,  where  he 
died,  giving  evidence  of  ''tlie  peace  which  passeth 
understanding"  and  joy  in  our  Lord  and  Master.  So 
reads  the  record  kept  by  my  oldest  sister,  Hannah, 
one  of  the  youngest  communicants  of  the  old  St.  Pe- 
ter's Church. 

At  this  period  my  sister  and  Miss  Polly  Bostwick 
were  the  chief  lady  singers  in  the  church  choir,  of 
which  Mr.  Wm.  Bostwick' s  son  was  the  leader,  and  a 
grand  bass  voice  had  he  !  It  was  sufficient  to  arouse 
the  seven  sleei^ers  of  old"  to  hear  him  pour  out  his 
soul  in  song  to  the  tune  of  Old  Hundred.  He  used  a 
tuning  fork  in  setting  the  air,  and  once  upon  a  time, 
having  selected  an  air  to  suit  the  measure  of  the  hymn 
prox)Ounded-.  by  the  minister,  he  rose  to  name  the  air 
he  had  chosen,  as  was  his  wont,  and  in  lii^;  most 
stentorian  tone  exclaimed  BKAY  !  at  whicli  announce- 
ment there  was  a  visible  smile  all  over  the  face  of  the 
usually  decorous  congregatic-n.  How  these  matters 
stick  in  one's  memory  when  matters  of  moment  lie 
buried  under  heaps  of  sober  human  expei'ienee  ! 

In  order  to  give  my  earliest  recollections  of  the 
community  in  which  we  lived  during  my  childhood,  I 
must  refer  once  more  to  the  great  grief  wliich  befel 
my  father  in  the  loss  of  my  mother  and  two  of  her 
children. 

Although  I  was  too  yotmg  to  be  ])ersonally  cogni- 
zant of  the  kind  ofhces  of  our  immediate  neighbors, 
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the  story  of  their  ready  help,  and  the  sweet  influence 
of  their  sympathy  and  devoted  service,  was  so  often 
related  in  my  presence,  and  with  so  much  real  pathos 
and  gratitude  by  every  member  of  my  family,  that 
today  those  names  stand  out  in  bold  relief  upon  the 
leaflets  of  my  memory.  Among  those  were  the  names 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bostwick,  the  family  of  Stephen  and 
Hugh  Hughes,  the  names  of  Esq.  and  Mrs.  Wm. 
Brown,  and  Dr.  Hackaliah  and  Mrs.  Bnrt.  These 
persons  were  i)rese}it  at  my  mother's  funeral.  The 
officiating  clergyman  was  the  K.ev.  Wm.  Clark. 

A  little  later  (perhaj^s  I  may  have  been  live  years 
old)  I  remember  being  called  in  by  Mrs.  Brown  fre- 
quently, and  being  patted  on  my  head,  she  would  sigh 
and  exclaim,  "My  poor  motherless  child,''  and  with 
many  gentle  words  and  caresses,  she  w^ould  soothe  my 
half-orphan  heart,  giving  me  also  a  bit  of  delicate 
cake,  apx>les,  doughnuts  or  gingerbread. 

And  here  I  must  mention  the  toothsome  dainties 
afforded  me  by  my  little  friends,  Jane  and  Betsey 
Maria  Bostwick.  Mrs.  Bostwick  as  far  back  as  I  can 
remember  had  two  slaves  in  her  household,  Sybil  and 
Eleven,  her  husband.  Now  Sybil  was  a  superior  cook 
and  she  knew  it.  Oh,  the  i^ies  and  i)i'^serves  and 
pickles  made  by  those  faithful  old  ebony  hands. 
''What  a  cook! '"^^  Sybil  was  wont  to  say,  '^'Ef  I  du 
say  it  is  wittles  fit  for  a  guv'ner  to  eat !  "  And  it  was 
a  fact  that  nobody  denied. 

One  of  Sybil's  sons  lived  with  Esq.  Garrow,  one  of 
the  magnates  of  Auburn.  The  boy's  name  was 
George,  a  great  wag  aud  about  as  fidl  of  darkie 
pranks  as  any  one  the  race  ever  lu'oduced.  Whenever 
a  country  fellow  presented  himself  from  Owasco  or 
Cayuga,  asking  "  ef  the  Square  was  to  1mm?''  George 
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would  reply,  "To  be  shore.  It  hangs  uj)  in  tlie  wood 
house."  Another  of  Sybil's  children,  Flora  by  name, 
lived  with  Mrs.  Enos  T.  Throop.  Flora  died  young  of 
hasty  consumption. 

Spealdng  of  Mrs.  Enos  T.  Throop  I  recall  a  medium 
sized  lady,  elegantly  attired  ;  and  I  remember  I  used 
to  watch  for  her  appearance  in  her  pew,  and  I  am 
af]'aid  the  costume  she  used  to  wear  attracted  me  more 
than  the  music  or  the  services  of  the  church. 

Judge  Miller  and  family,  Jndge  Joseph  Richard- 
son, to  whom  the  ' '  gamins ' '  of  Auburn  gave  the  so- 
briquet of  old  "square  toes,"  were  the  regulai'  atten- 
dants at  old  St.  Peter's.  Young  ilmerica  was  not  one 
whit  more  respectful  then  than  now. 

The  second  incumbent  of  St.  Peters  parish  was  the 
Pev.  Mr.  iSfcDonald,  a  very  able  scholar  and  an  edify- 
ing preacher,  so  said  the  vestry  or  elders  of  the  church. 
I  remember  that  tiiere  were  two  large  box  stoves  in  the 
vestibule,  from  which  pipes  were  carried  through  the 
entire  body  of  the  edifice,  and  these  alforded  only  an 
apology  for  warmth.  However,  many  people  l^rought 
foot-stoves,  which  the  sexton  lilhxl  with  glovdng  coals 
and  with  noiseless  steps  carried  them  to  their  several 
owners.  When  the  warmth  was  somewhat  expended, 
I  would  sit  at  the  feet  of  my  aunt,  resting  my  head 
on  the  huge  niuif  which  slie  used  to  wear.  Pm  sure 
it  was  of  the  size  of  a  modern  pillow  !  and  there, 
unless  attracted  by  Mrs.  Throop' s  new  winter  costume 
or  a  stunning  ])elisse  worn  by  one  or  more  of  Judge 
Miller  s  family,  I  would  lay  down  my  head  and  sleep 
until  I  heard  the  Doxology  being  sung  in  the  wonder- 
ful bass  tones  of  Wardtm  }3ostwick.  Now  my  head 
goes  nid,  nid,  nodding,  sitting  in  the  gloaming,  review- 
ing the  scenes  of  "Long  Ago,"  while  a  longing  for 
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rest  comes  over  me  und  I  recall  the  words  from  a  fav- 
orite hymn  : 

"  Rest  comes  at  length,  though  hfe  be  long  and  dreary. 

The  day  must  dawn  and  darksome  night  be  past, 

All  journeys  end  in  welcome  to  the  \s'eary. 

And  Heaven,  the  heart's  true  home  \\nll  come  at  last." 

It  is  a  fact  somewliat  curious  in  the  liistory  of  m}- 
family,  tiiat  each  oiie  of  us  found  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
Wm.  Bostwiciv,  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Au- 
burn, an  intimate  friend.  Tlie  eldest  son.  AVni.  Bost- 
wick,  Jr.,  afterwards  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  was 
generally  accorded  to  my  sister  Hannah,  as  escort  to 
all  the  tea-parties  and  other  village  gatherings ;  Hi- 
ram, a  second  son,  became  an  admirer  of  my  sister 
Louisa  ;  while  sister  Hannah  found  in  Miss  Polly 
Bostwick,  afterwards  Mrs.  Samuel  Graves,  a  congenial 
companion,  and  life-long  friend.  At  the  same  time 
my  sister  Louisa  and  Miss  Philura  Bostwick  were  like 
"twin  cherries  growing  on  one  stem."  My  brothers, 
Lucien  and  Owen,  were  mated  by  Augustus  and 
James,  third  and  fourth  sons  of  the  same  family.  And 
I  found  daily  delight  in  the  society  of  Jane  Maria  and 
Betsey  Bostwick,  the  two  youngest  daughters  of  the 
family  numbering  thirteen,  belonging  to  that  house- 
hold. With  them  1  attended  the  district  school,  at- 
tached to  the  church,  or  btult  within  the  lot  on  which 
the  church  stands.  It  was  a  stibstantial  brick  bttild- 
ing.  The  first  teachi-r  whom  I  remember  was  a  man 
of  the  name  of  Rowley,  originally  from  Vermont, 
rather  clever  in  aritlimetic,  but  ignorant  in  many  stu- 
dies necessary  to  become  a  teacher  of  tlie  boys  and 
gills  of  Attburn.  It  was  discovered  that  he  liad  I'e- 
cently  pursued  the  occupation  of  drover,  but  his  ex- 
peiinient  in  teaching  school  proved  to  him  that  the 
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hoys  and  girls  of  Auburn  were  not  like  "  dumb  driv- 
en cattle,"  and  lie  was  compelled  to  return  to  the 
green  pastures  of  liis  native  state.  After  him  came 
Mr.  Alexander  Chalmers,  a  smart  voune;  bachelor, 
quite  acceptable  to  the  society  of  Auburn.  He  be- 
came afterwards  a  merchant  in  New  York.  Next 
came  Mr.  Charles  Todd,  vdio  eventually  turned  his 
attention  to  the  Ei)iscox')al  ministry.  He  had  a  tiorid 
complexion,  hery  red  hair,  and  a  temper  to  match  it. 

Subsequently  I  attended  the  school  of  Mr.  Conrad 
Ten  Eyck.  Here  I  became  acquainted  with  Miss  Fan- 
ny Goodwin,  and  Sarah,  her  sister.  Both  of  these 
girls  were  superior  scholars.  Miss  Sarah  Brinkerhoff 
and  Isabella,  her  sister,  were  of  my  class  in  geogra- 
phy and  arithmetic.  Also,  Mr.  John  Beach,  John 
Garrow,  Charles  Lynde,  George  Leitch  and  Mr.  Levi 
Parsons.  We  had  spelling  matches,  which  I  have 
^ome  pride  in  recollecting,  as  I  frequently  stood  at  the 
head  of  my  class,  though  the  lieads  of  almost  all  of 
them  were  above  mine.  I  must  not  forget  Lorenzo 
Pease,  also  Jessie  and  Morton  Taintor,  also  *'l)an" 
ancl  ''Dave'*  Steele,  sons  of,  perhaps,  Elihu,  or  Eli- 
sha  Steele,  who  lived  near  the  toll  gate,  beyond  the 
handsome  residence  of  Esq.  Garrow.  And  this  re- 
minds me  of  the  Graliam  family,  Sophia  and  Susan 
and  Elizabeth.  They  lived  nearly  opposite  Esq.  Gar- 
row's.  The  mother  always  an  invalid,  I  think  they 
came  from  Xew  York,  and  finally  returned  thither. 

My  next  schooling  was  undei'  the  auspices  and  tu- 
torage of  ^Hss  Almira  Bennett,  a  pattern  of  propriety 
and  decorum  and  rare  amiability  and  piety.  Here  I 
met  the  daughters  of  Mr.  Horace  Hills,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Porter,  and  my  friend  Betsey  Maria  Bostwick. 
xVt  recess  we  were  permitted  to  entertain,  and  to  make 
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calls  and  visits,  and  liere  I  was  initiated  into  the  fonns 
or  rule  of  social  and  polite  societ}',  thanks  to  Miss 
Bennett,  now  the  venerable  Mrs.  Clary  of  xVuburn.  My 
last  appearance  at  school  in  Anburn  was  at  the  Girls' 
Dexmrtment,  in  a  wing  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
under  the  management  of  Prof.  Noble  D.  Strong,  and 
Miss  (Sarah,  I  think)  Goodwin,  afterwards  ^frs.  Dr. 
Smith.  Here  I  knew  Mary  and  Cornelia  Pitney, 
Hnldah  and  Fannie  Payne,  Plia4)e  Williams  and  her 
brother,  Wai'ren  Worden,  Throop  and  George  Martin.. 
Walter  and  Blanchard  Fosgate.  The  girls  of  the 
school  frequently  recited  in  the  boys'  class  room,  and 
at  recess  w^e  all  held  high  conference  in  the  hall. 

1  remember  most  of  the  notable  men  of  Auburn, 
who  occux3ied  (I  mean)  the  lirst  positions  in  society. 
Among  them  Messrs.  George  and  Enos  T.  ThrooiJ, 
Samuel  and  John  Dill,  Judges  Miller  and  Eichardson. 
Wm.  II.  Seward  was  a  student  at  law  with  his  future 
father  in-law  when  I  was  about  ten  years  of  age.  He 
was  a  young  gentleman  of  rather  slight  but  compact 
figure,  having  a  large  aquiline  nose,  a  sanguine  com- 
plexion and  very  red  hair.  He  used  to  pass  our  house 
every  morning  before  sitting  down  to  study,  bound 
for  his  daily  walk.  I  saw  him  often  with  ladies  of 
Judge  Miller  s  family,  the  Judge's  sisters,  Miss  Patty 
and  Miss  Clara  Miller,  and  his  two  daugliters,  Miss 
Lizette  and  Miss  Fanny  Miller,  afterward  ]\lrs.  Seward. 
There  appeared  also  at  times  a  sister  of  Mr.  Seward's, 
rather  petite  and  ladylike,  with  a  lovely  complexion 
and  hair  of  glorious  tint,  looking  as  if  dyed  in  ruby 
wine.  They  sometimes  rode  on  horseback,  and  I  can 
recall  their  many  peals  of  laughter  and  hilarious 
voices  as  though  it  were  but  yesterday.  Miss  Lizette 
Miller  ^vas  a  young  lady  of  very  independent  charac- 
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ter,  possessing  a  manner  decidtdly  pronounced.  I 
recall  seeing  her  at  church  one  hot  afternoon  remove 
her  large  Leghorn  fiat,  then  the  latest  novelty  in  mil- 
linery, from  her  head  covered  with  dark  beautiful 
cliestnut  curls,  and  adjusting  them  with  same  coolness 
as  though  standing  in  he]'  own  dressing-room,  despite 
the  remonstrances  of  her  very  stately  Aunt  Clara, 
then  replace  her  hat  as  if  she  had  done  nothing  outre 
or  indecorous.  It  was  necessciry  to  the  Lizette  Miller, 
and  it  w^as  done.  These  young  ladies  graduated  at 
the  Troy  Seminary,  the  pi  iucipcil  of  wliich  institution 
was  the  renowned  Mrs.  AVillard.  They  were  elegant 
and  high-bred  in  their  general  depoitment,  and  their 
father  had  all  a  father's  pride  in  his  charming  daugh- 
ters. The  most  notable  entertainments  given  in  tliose 
days  w^ere  those  given  by  Judge  Miller,  Judge  Hul- 
burt  and  Esq.  Garrow.  The  garden  at  the  Garrow 
mansion  was  a  favorite  place  of  resort  for  the  young- 
people  of  Auburn,  equalled  only  in  floral  splendor  by 
dear  Mrs.  Bostwick's.  The  song  and  the  dance  were 
frequently  heard  in  the  Squire's  generous  abode,  and 
hospitality  was  the  order  of  the  entenaiiiment — peace 
to  his  ashes  I  Judge  Ilulburt  had  a  lon  ely  daughter, 
Caroline  by  name.  Tier  marriage  upon  Christmas  Eve 
was  an  event  notably  impressed  upon  my  luind. 
Though  I  was  not  present  I  heard  all  the  details  and 
treasured  them  in  my  mental  storehouse.  The  beau- 
ty, elegance  and  modesty  of  the  bride,  the  dignity 
and  gracious  bearing  of  tlie  bridegroom.  Dr.  Francis 
Cummings.  of  Rochester,  were  the  themes  of  common 
discussion.  The  younger  of  the  same  family  were  my 
school  fellows,  Sarah  and  Maria  at  Miss  Bennett's,  and 
John.  Charles  and  Henry  at  Mr.  Ten  Eyck's  school.  . 
I  have  the  most  distinct  remembrance  of  Dr.  and 
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Mrs.  Hackaliah  Burt.  The  Dr.  was  one  of  tlie  pillars 
01  St.  Peter  s  clmrcli.  ills  tali,  angular  figure  was  tu 
be  seen  at  liis  i^ost  rain  or  sliiue,  in  hot  or  cold  weath- 
er, accompanied  b};  his  faithful  wife,  a  woinan  of  rare 
domestic  virtue  and  goodness.  Ker  chiklren  liad, 
indeed,  reason  to  ''rise  np  and  call  lier  l)]essed." 

The  good  Dr.'s  manner  of  responding,  ''The  Lojd 
h-a-a-v-e  mercy  upon  us  miserable  sinners,"  oft«^n 
repeated  in  the  Litany,  was  something  xs  hich,  rei.)lete 
though  it  was  with  T)ious  unction,  ahvays  appealed  10 
my  risible  muscles,  despite  the  gravity  of  tlie  man, 
and  the  solemnity  of  tlie  phice.  I  liave  reason  to  re- 
member both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bun  for  many  acts  of 
kindness  and  friendship  towards  my  family,  and  1 
shall  continue  to  respect  tiieir  virtues  as  long  as  I  live. 
Their  children  were  my  schoolmates  at  variour^  times 
during  my  childhood  ;  Eli?:abetli  vvas  a  favorite  with 
^  me. 

Cy'  I  have  also  a  very  clear  remembrance  of  tlie  Rev. 

Dr.  Lucius  Smith  and  his  family,  lie  had  a  \'ery 
agreeable  wife.  His  daughter,  Miss  Amanda,  was  le- 
garded  as  a  very  precocious  young  lady,  imd  it  was 
certain  that  her  education  was  fa]'  in  advance  of  the 
generality  of  the  daughters  of  Auburn  at  that  time. 
The  Dr.  had  also  three  sons,  Junius,  Lricius  and  Da- 
vid. The  Dr.  was  hospitable  to  a  fault.  Oh,  the 
merry-makings  1  liave  seen  there  during  the  holidays! 
The  good  Dr.  was  foiid  of  games  ol  forfeits,  himself 
taking  the  lead  in  all.  Full  of  the  thought  of  mak- 
ing everybody  huppy,  he  v,  as  himself  the  impersona- 
tion of  cheerfulness  and  good  nature,  and  the  parson- 
age under  his  maiiagement  was  rerilly  a  homelike  re- 
sort for  all  his  parishioners,  and  a  Paradise  for  chil- 
dren.    What,  tliougii  he  had  some  taint  of  moral 


EARLY  LIFE  IN  AUBURN. 


weakness,  iis  wlio  lias  not,  yet  may  God  reinein'oer 
liim  in  mercy,  for  his  truly  genei'oiis  nature  made  liim 
a  friend  to  all. 

Tlie  Misses  Sarali  and  }Jary  Ann  Payne,  daughters 
of  Judge  (or  Esq.;  Payne,  wert^  the  reigning  belles  of 
Aut>u]'n  about  the  year  1820,  from  that  peiiod  to  1S24. 
They  were,  indeed,  exceedingly  fair  girls,  and  their 
suitors  ^vere  iununr:^rable,  making  it  an  exceedingly 
difficult  matter  to  select  Itoui  their  forces,  a  lord  and 
master.  These  lovely  sisters  were  intimate  friends  of 
my  sister  Louisa,  and  fi'om  taking  note  of  their  con- 
versation, niY  voung  ideas  began  to  shoot  into  the 
mysteries  of  and  miseries  pertaining  to  love  affairs. 
I  dare  say  their  grandchildren  have  listened  to  the 
romantic  details  of  mother's  ajfaires  da  camr^'' 
many  a  time. 

Miss  Eliza  Horner  was  another  of  the  beauties  of 
,A,iiburn.  She  was  gay  and  brilliant,  a  brunette,  and 
ygreat  favorite  in  society.  Miss  Maria  Ilardenburg 
was  her  intiniate  friend,  she  was  a  splendid  woman.  I 
recollect  her  queenly  aijpeiirance  upon  horseback. 
She  had  a  glorious  pair  of  eyes,  and  a  cheek  which 
resembled  a  ripe  peach,  yet  she  became  a  victim  of 
consumption. 

I  recollect  Miciiael  VanSchoonoven  Myers  as  one  of 
the  most  popular  young  men  in  Auburn.  I  was  about 
ten  years  of  age  when  lie  made  his  appearance  in 
Auburn  society.  I  recall  the  many  peals  of  laughter 
which  issued  invariably  from  our  humble  parlors  when- 
ever he  visited  my  sister.  Mr.  Myers  was  a  literary 
critic  and  his  opinion  was  incontrovertible  on  all  mat- 
ters of  taste  or  fashion. 

I  never  shall  forget  how  he  clipped  the  wings  of  my 
ambition  for  fame.    1  was  fond  of  scribbling  little 
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romances,  and  yonng  as  I  was,  I  had  read  at  this  time 
most  of  Shakespeare's  plays,  which  I  had  borrowed 
from  Mr.  James  P.  Fitch's  library.  I  had  written  a 
little  story,  embodying  the  history  of  a  flirtation  at 
Saratoga,  and  was  pouring  out  my  secret  in  an  epis- 
tolary confession  to  my  dearest  friend,  in  whicli  I 
deplored  having  lost  my  heart  to  a  tall,  emaciat- 
ed stranger,  whose  every  feature  bespoke  the 
nobility  of  his  so  til,  and  the  grandeur  of  his  nature. 
This  elfasiou  of  my  youthf  al  brain  fell  into  the  hands 
of  my  sister  Louisa,  with  whom  Mr.  Mvers  was  a 
great  favorite.  I  heard  them  indalging  in  side-sj)lit- 
ting  laughter  and  catching  now  and  then  a  word  or 
tvv^o  of  their  conversation,  found  to  my  great  mortili- 
cation  that  my  novel  was  being  cut  up  for  their 
amusement.  Mr.  Myers  declared  it  vv^as  too  good  to 
keei3.  At  the  same  time  he  burst  forth  into  laugliter 
in  which  my  sister  joined,  and  they  kept  up  such  pro- 
longed merriment,  that  I  resolved  that  I  would  never 
write  anything  again  as  long  as  I  lived.  At  any  rate 
I  was  convinced  that  Mr.  Myers'  conception  of  my 
ability  as  an  authoress  was  not  v»'hat  I  desired  or  had 
anticipated.  But  I  have  forgiven  liim  long  since,  and 
despite  his  discouraging  comments,  liere  I  am  scrib- 
bling for  your  society  today. 

I  recall,  also,  the  face  of  Mr.  George  Fleming,  a 
young  lawyer  of  Auburn.  He  was  remarkably  hand- 
some but  his  convivial  habits  over-mastered  his  better 
nature,  and  he  fella  victim  to  intempei'ance,  at  a  very 
early  age.  I  recollect,  also,  the  funeral  of  his  father, 
Gen.  Fleming.  It  was  the  tirst  military  jmgeant  I  had 
ever  witnessed  where  the  sound  of  the  muflied  drum 
was  conspicuous  in  tlie  band.  The  horse  of  the  for- 
mer owner  being  led  by  the  GeneraFs  body  servant, 
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the  military  boots  of  the  soldier  being  reversed  and 
hanging  on  either  side  of  the  saddle  of  the  rider,  now 
being  borne  to  his  last  resting  place,  made  it  a  solemn 
spectacle,  and  one  which  drew  together  a  large  con- 
conrse  of  citizens  and  strangers. 

The  woods  in  the  rear  of  the  old  Port  Hill  were  my 
favorite  resort,  also  of  my  companions  and  school- 
mates, Deborah  and  Jane  Bill,  nieces  and  wards  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Dill,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Anbnrn. 
These  woods  became  the  scene  of  a  thrilling  adventure 
to  the  above  named  girls  and  myself,  and  Jane  and 
Betsey  Maria  Bost"wick.  The  surface  of  the  wood  was 
undulating,  there  being  many  deep  hollows,  and  as 
many  butter  hills,  as  we  used  to  call  them.  Now 
when  once  we  found  ourselves  far  away  from  the  noise 
of  the  town,  the  shadows  of  tap  forest  trees  above  and 
around  us,  the  gloom  and  tlie  stillness  made  it  a  sol- 
emn place  to  be  in,  and  once  we  saw  high  up  am.ong 
the  branches  of  the  oak  tree  the  form  of  a  rough  look- 
ing man.  '*0h.'*  exclaimed  one  of  our  party,  "sup- 
pose he  should  be  a  robber."  It  was  no  sooner  uttered 
than  we  scampered  away  for  dear  life,  but,  alas,  deep- 
er into  the  wood.  However  we  had  not  proceeded  far 
when  in  the  shade  of  some  thicket  underbrush  we  des- 
cried a  large  black  trunk,  a  ropp  lying  by  the  side  of 
the  same.  "Well  we  were  amazed.  It  had  evidently- 
been  ritied  of  everything  of  value,  only  some  clotiiing 
of  children  being  left.  13 at  we  called  a  council  of  war 
and  resolv(^d  to  draw  the  trunlv  home  or  to  the  nearest 
dwelling,  which  Avas  Mr.  Eo^twick's.  T  imagine  our 
labor.  Up  liill  and  down  hill,  with  the  help  of  the 
rope  we  had  "oaud,  we  [inally  reached  our  destination. 
After  asking  as  a  few  (piestions.  Mr.  B.  told  us  that 
the  stage  had  been  robbed  the  night  before,  and  that 
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tlie  ])arties  wlio  had  lost  tiie  trunk  were  vraiting  at  the 
hotel  to  hear,  if  posisible,  some  tidin,^s  of  the  same. 
Next  day  we,  the  1ind(^rs,  were  rewarded  each  O'le  by 
the  owner  of  tlie  triuik,  with  as  briglit  a  lialf-doHar  as 
ever  was  seen.  There  were  at  the  time  that  I  mention 
this  incident  just  four  houses  between  St.  Petei'\s 
Church  and  tlie  ])ig-  house  at  the  mount.  These  were 
Mr.  Wm.  Bostwiciv's,  Mr.  Peter  Fie]d\s,  Mr.  Robert's, 
my  father's  and  Mr.  Thomas  Finn's,  my  father  luiving 
bought  a  lot,  built  a  small  two  story  house  upon  it, 
wliere  I  have  been  told  Mr.  Myers  now  resides.  I  re- 
collect well  the  large  fire  which  partially  destroyed  the 
Auburn  prison.  We  could  hear  distinctly  the  roar 
and  criu'.kle  of  tlie  devouring  element,  though  the 
creek  then  almost  a.  river,  vru  between  us  and  the  scene 
of  disjister. 

At  this  time  of  my  life,  being  a  child  of  rather  deli- 
cate orc{anization.  1  w  as  not  allowed  to  go  to  school. 
How  often  I  stood  at  the  front  gate  of  our  little  court 
yard,  watchhig  the  long  emigi'ant  trains  plougliing 
through  the  heavy  sands  of  a  new  road,  common  in 
those  days,  drawn  hy  oxen  sometimr^s,  and  the  can\'as 
covered  wagon,  revealing  the  faces  of  men  and  women 
and  children  all  bound  for  the  far  west. 

Uncle  Peter  Field  must  not  be  forgotten  in  these 
sketches.  lie  was  a  retired  watch  maker  and  jeweler 
from  iSTew  York.  He  was  a  man  of  much  thouglit  and 
research,  disposed  to  dwell  in  peace  with  his  neigh- 
bors. He  was  looked  upon  as  an  oracle  of  wisdom, 
especialh'  in  the  matter  of  regulation  of  time.  All 
Auburn  Avent  by  the  tick  of  Uncle  Peter  Field's  clock. 
He  had  two  fair  daughlers,  Deborah  became  tlie  wife 
of  Mr.  Samuel  1)111,  and  Maria  a  very  beautiful  woman 
who  was  deserted  by  hei'  husband.    How  charmingly 
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she  dressed.  Hei*  fatlier  kex^t  to  tlie  strictest  cut  of 
the  qiiaker  garb,  her  sister,  ]\Irs.  Dill,  was  alwa}  s  seen 
in  sobei'  attire,  but  Mrs.  Hall,  tluit  "vva.s  her  name,  was 
as  bewildering  in  her  costume  as  any  Parisian  belle  of 
to-day.  She  attracted  my  attention  and  delighted  my 
young  eyes,  like  a  bird  or  a  bnttertiy ;  she  lived  and 
died  like  one  of  these  leaving  two  children  to  the  care 
of  her  aged  parents. 

I  remember  the  Rev.  Dirck  Lansing  whose  terri])le 
denunciations  in  the  xiulx^t  acquired  for  him  the  sobri- 
quet of  DR.  BLAZES  !  ovring  to  his  graphic  pictures 
of  the  torments  of  the  \^n'cked  workl  doomed  to  ever- 
lasting damnation  in  the  flames  of  liell.  I  wonder 
what  became  of  his  own  precious  boy,  a  pretty  little 
fellow,  but' given  to  many  crooked  ways  which  some- 
how seem  to  atflict  ministers'  boys.    Does  he  live  I 

There  was  in  the  Dr. 's  congregation  a  certaiii  Deacon 
,-OIiphant.  Let  me  see,  was  he  a  printer  I  believe  so. 
1  think  he  was  an  Englishman.  lie  was  a  devou  t  man 
and  oTi<"e  carried  away  l>y  the  fervor  of  his  feelings,  he 
prayed  God  to  pour  out  his  spirit  u]>on  till  the  unin- 
habited portions  of  the  earth,  malving  it  to  blossom 
w^ith  the  fruits  of  his  grace.  The  said  deacon  had  a 
large  family,  and  it  v/as  the  custom  a.t  tiiis  time  for 
neighbors  to  sit  up.  that  is,  watch  with  their  sick  neigh- 
bors, performing  every  duty  of  a  professional  nurse. 
Xow  ••patien.ce  is  a  bitter  herb,  but  wliolesome  withal.'' 
But  the  ills  to  which  the  Oliphaiits  Vv'ere  heirs,  out- 
grew the  sweet  chaiities  of  the  community  in  which 
they  dwelt.  All  agreeing,  howe\'ei',  tliat  in  the  good 
deacon's  family  there  was  at  least  as  much  watching 
as  praying. 

I  recall  tlie  ])ortly  form  of  the  dignified  Judge  ISfil- 
ler  blessed  wiili  health,  a  com])etence  and  a  charming 
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family.  He  looked  and  walked  tlie  iiiipei  sonation  of 
worldly  ease  and  enjoyment.  Ik*  liad  a  jv  gro  servant 
man  commonly  called  Pete,  who  had  a  face  as  round  jis 
the  moon  and  who  was  as  good  natnred  and  handsome 
a  specimen  of  his  race  as  it  falls  to  one' slot  to  see  in  a 
life  time.  He  followed  the  gracions  example  of  his 
master,  and  was  noted  for  his  politeness  becoming  the 
master  of  ceremonies  at  all  the  balls  nnd  gatherings  for 
young  and  old  in  xVuburn.  On  one  occasion  at  a  party 
given  by  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  dignitaries  of  Au- 
burn, the  gallant  Pete  so  impressed  a  young  girl  just 
entei'ing  her  teens,  by  urging  her  to  take  another  bit 
of  cake  or  may  be  some  fruit,  that  she  unwittingly  re- 
joined, ''No.  I  thank  you  dear,"  a  circumstance  which 
made  Pete  more  pompons  than  ever,  but  which  cov- 
ered the  face  of  the  fair  novice  with  blushes  of  deepest 
hue. 

I  cannot  i3ass  overtlie  real  enjoyment  realized  by  my 
family  in  the  music  afforded  us  by  the  skilful  flute 
players  of  those  days,  I  mean  Mr.  Wm.  Bostwick,  jr. 
and  Mr.  John  Hardenburgh,  and  a  little  later,  Mr. 
Ashael  Munger.  The  two  former  gentlemen  used  to  go 
over  to  the  brow  of  old  Fort  Hill  and  i)lay  from  early 
twilight  till  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  as  our 
house  was  near,  we  heard  their  didcet  notes  distinctl3\ 
At  other  times  they  came  to  our  house  and  sat  on  the 
porch,  discoursing  sweet  music,  and  chatting  with  my 
sisters.  John  Hardenburg  sometimes  held  me  on  his 
lap.  We  were  indebted  to  Mr.  Bostwick  for  some 
valiuible  services  in  our  garden,  for  instance,  a  com- 
mon peach  tree  was  made  to  put  forth  the  loveliest  al- 
mond blossoms,  and  n  pui'jJe  lilac  exhibited  white 
clusters  of  flowers  of  the  same  species  at  the  same  time. 
He  was  an  amiable  gentleman,  a  great  student,  and 
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dear  as  the  apple  of  their  eyes  to  the  hearts  of  his 
worthy  parents. 

I  recall  the  faces  of  John  Henry  Bacon  also  his 
brother  Frank,  Messrs.  Harvey,  I  thinlv,  Beach  and 
William  Beach.  I  remember  Lanra  and  Mary  Coles, 
Eloise  Finn,  afterwards  Mrs.  Mnnger,  and  the  Misses 
Sophia  and  Heiirietta  Garrow. 

The  Misses  Lizette  and  Fannie  Miller  introduced  the 
fashion  of  visiting  cards  at  our  house,  when  I  vras  about 
ten  years  of  age.  It  was  an  epoch  in  the  social  history 
of  Auburn  society,  these  same  CcU'ds.  Miss  Fannie 
was  a  very  winning  and  gracious  lady.  Once  when 
calling  on  my  sisters  she  noticed  some  work  in  which  I 
was  engaged,  a  work  which  had  set  the  young  people 
of  Auburn,  of  the  worldng  class,  all  agog.  There  hav- 
ing been  established  a  cotton  factory  on  the  creek  at 
the  Falls,  belovr  Uncle  Sammie  Dill's  saw-mill,  there 
was  a  great  call  for  curding  machines.  The  teeth  and 
A  leather  backs  were  sent  to  those  who  undertook  tlie 
work.  I  was  setting  these  into  the  leather  prepared, 
when  Tvliss  Fannie  said,  ''I  can  do  that.  Let  me  see  if 
I  can  not."    Down  she  sat  and  she  did. 

I  grew  to  have  a  great  respect  for  the  name  and  chai'- 
acter  of  Mr.  Seward.  I  watched  his  career  with  intense 
interest,  noting  the  u^^s  and  downs  of  his  eventful  life- 
After  the  dastardly  attem])t  at  Iris  assassination  at 
Washington,  which  so  nearly  cost  his  life,  and  after 
he  had  resumed  his  place  in  the  cabinet,  I  wrote  him  a 
letter  which  he  ansvv'ered  with  many  kind  expressions 
of  interest  towards  myself  and  fiimily.  And  again 
after  his  return  from  his  journey  round  the  world,  I 
wrote  him.  this  time  answered  by  liis  amanuensis.  I 
have  both  letters,  and  I  intend  Iveeping  them  as  heir 
looms,  transmitting  them  to  my  only  grandcliild. 
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I  love  Auburn,  but  there  are  few  persons  left  here 
now  who  wall  remember  me.  Xevertheless, 

"Lives  there  a  ~ar.  •. -::h  soul  so  dead. 
Who  never  f  -  h:~-i:':  has  said. 
This  is  my  cwr..  rr:v  ?Cative  Land." 

and  loved  it  correspondingly 
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It  was  in  the  winter  of  1S4S  v/lien  first  tlie  gold  mines 
of  California  were  discovered,  and  men's  minds  were 
excited  and  filled  witli  the  wondeil'iil  stories  of  the 
marvellous  wealth  that  could  l>e  gained  in  clutt  far  off 
country.  The  excitement  produced  on  the  Atlantic 
coast  as  well  as  in  foreign  countries  cannot  be  de- 
scribed. 

Thousands  from  all  parts  of  the  vrorld  started  in 
search  of  the  new  "Eldorado,"  l^elieving  that  there 
they  would  make  the  foitunes  which  represented  to 
them  ease,  pleasure  and  happiness. 
r^'Jn  December  1848,  or  January  1849,  many  in  Central 
New  York  vrere  attacked  with  the  California  fever. 
It  vais  abotit  this  time  that  v.'ord  came  of  a  com-X)any 
which  Avas  being  organized  in  .iuburri,  known  as  the 

Cayuga  Joint  Stock  Company  "  to  which  every  one 
of  good,  fair  reputation  and  standing,  could,  by  en-, 
rolling  his  name  and  paying  in  sooo,  become  a  member 
receiving  all  the  advantages  then  supposed  to  be  de- 
ri^'ed  from  stich  an  association.  The  Company  was 
oi'ganized  in  accordance  v\-ith  tlie  pi'evailing  fashion  at 
that  time,  for  mutual  interest,  protection  and  profits. 
Losses  were  not  counted  in  ns  v/ho  conJd  lose  in  such  a 
land  of  gold  as  we  vrere  bound  for  {  Mr.  Abijah  Fitch, 
of  Auburn,  acted  as  our  puicliasing  and  disbursing 
agent,  and  too  much  can  not  be  said  in  praise  of  his 
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honesty  and  intea:rity  in  purchasing  the  stores  and  all 
the  accessories  needed  for  such  a  long  voyage.  Every 
thing  was  of  the  best  that  could  be  found,  in  the  mark- 
et. The  ship,  a  Baltimore  Clipper  of  five  hundred  tons, 
called  the  barque,  Belvidere,  purchased  by  the  advice 
of  Captain  Barney,  was  the  best  that  could  be  secured 
for  the  money.  It  had  long  been  pronounced  so  un- 
seaworth^r  that  ]io  responsible  insurance  company 
would  insure  a  life  that  sailed  with  her. 

The  organization  of  the  compaiiy  was  not  completed 
iinril  we  arrived  in  New  York,  wliere  we  met  in  the 
dining-room  of  the  Western  Hotel,  in  Cortland  strtrt^t, 
and  elected  officers  for  the  year.  Mi-.  W.  W.  She]3pard 
was  m.ade  president,  J.  H.  St^^arns,  John  P.  Yawger, 
Cxeorge  H.  Preston  and  Edwin  Jones  were  elected  di- 
rectors. Captain  Barney  was  a  member  of  the  associa- 
tion, as  were  also  the  two  Gardners,  the  first  and  sec- 
■  ond  mates.  Dr.  W.  A.  G rover  of  Syracuse  was  our 
physician.  Articles  of  association,  which  were  pj-e- 
pared  b}  the  president,  were  adopted  by  the  Comjjany 
and  signed  'oy  each  member.  Believing  that  they  aiv 
an  important  x»art  of  this  history,  and  will  prove  in- 
teresting, I  have  made  a  summary  of  them  as  follows  : — 

The  preamble  states  timt  the  object  of  the  Company 
*'is  to  engag..-  in  mining,  trading  and  such  other  busi- 
ness in  the  territory  of  California,  and  at  such  other 
places  as  sliall  be  deemed  by  the  Company  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  same.*' 

Article  1st,  provides  that  the  oflicers  si) all  consist  of 
a  president  and  four  directoj's,  'Svho  shall  have  the 
control  and  management  of  tlie  business  of  the  Com- 
pany.'' 

By  Artich3  3,  the  ])resident  and  directors  are  requir- 
ed on  the  first  Monday  in  each  and  evei-y  month  ''to 
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make  a  written  report  of  the  business  and  financial 
condition  of  the  Company,  so  far  as  tliey  shall  be  able 
to  do  so." 

Article  4,  provides,  that  each  member  shall  have  the 
right  at  all  times  to  examine  the  books  of  the  Company, 
to  "call  any  officer  to  account"  and  to  ••actual  inspec 
tion  of  any  j^roperty  or  funds." 

Article  5,  reads  as  follows  :— "Each  and  every  mem- 
ber shall  faitlifully  devote  his  time.  Ids  personal  ser- 
vices, and  hisAvhole  energies,  except  in  case  of  sickness 
or  other  physical  inability,  to  the  ^<ole  use  and  beneht 
of  the  Company.  But  in  case  there  .^hail  be  a  dividend 
of  an}'  prohis  before  the  the  expijarion  of  tiie  term  of 
this  organization,  each  and  every  memK»er  shall  in  that 
case  have  the  privilege  of  making  an}  investment  of 
any  such  div  idends  to  his  o\\  n  use  and  prolit,  provided 
the  same  be  linnted  to  one  transaction  and  eacli  mem- 
ber shall  not  deprive  the  Compan}'  of  his  time  or  ser- 
vices to  its  injury.  And  no  member  shall  in  an}^  case 
chargain,  sell  or  speculate  on  his  own  account,  or  enter 
into  any  private  speculation  or  trailic  in  any  manner, 
unless  the  same  be  autliorized  by  tiie  President  or  di- 
rectors. " 

By  Article  0  is  provided,  that  any  one  can  leave  the 
Company  at  any  time  "in  case  a  majority  of  tlie  mem- 
bers shall  so  decide,  but  such  majority  shall  liave  the 
power  to  prescribe  the  terms  and  condition  upon  whicii 
such  members  shall  be  prL-uutted  to  leave." 

Article?  is  as  follows  : —  "Each  and  every  member 
of  the  Company  shall,  unless  prescribed  by  a  idiysician, 
or  in  ca>e  of  sudden  and  imndnent  sickness,  abstain 
from  the  use  as  a  beverage  of  all  intoxicating  liquors, 
and  if  any  member  shalJ  become  intoxicated,  upon 
proof  thereof,  such  meml)er  shall  forfeit  for  each  of- 
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fence,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  nor  shall  any 
member  indulge  in  gambling  in  any  manner  whatever. 
And  if  any  member  shall  become  unable  to  labor,  or 
otherwise  to  discharge  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the 
Company,  in  consequence  of  indulgence  in  any  vice,  he 
shall  forfeit  such  a  proportion  of  his  interests  in  the 
Company,  as  the  time  during  which  such  member  shall 
be  so  unable  to  discharge  his  duties  shall  bear  to  the 
entire  period  of  service  in  the  Company.  And  the 
members  of  the  Com|)any  shall  have  the  power  to  ex- 
pel by  a  vote  of  two-thirds,  any  member  who,  through 
drunkenness,  gambling  or  any  other  vicious  excess, 
shall  jeopardize  or  endanger  the  interests  of,  or  render 
himself  useless  to  the  Company  ;  and  any  member  so 
expelled,  shal]  forfeit  not  more  than  one-half,  nor  less 
than  one-quarter  of  his  entire  interest  in  the  Company, 
to  be  determined  by  a  like  vote  of  two- thirds  of  the 
iiiembers.'' 

Article  8,  "'If  any  officer  or  member  sliall  fraudently 
serve,  secrete,  embezzle  or  abscond  with  any  funds  or 
other  property  of  the  Company,  or  be  found  guilty  of 
any  breach  of  trust,  sucli  officer  or  member  shall  forfeit 
his  entire  iaterest  in  tlie  Company,  unless  by  a  vote  of 
two- thirds  of  tlie  inembers  of  the  Comx)any,  shall  im- 
pose a  penalty  other  than  entire  forfeiture  and  then 
such  penalty  shall  be  in  lieu  of  the  entire  forfeiture  in 
this  section  mentiouf-d.  And  if  any  member  sliall  de- 
sert this  ('ompany.  he  sliall  forfeit  liis  entire  interest 
in  the  same.  And  this  Company  by  a  two-tliirds  vote 
of  the  members,  shall  for  any  oit'ence  under  tliis  sec- 
tion have  power,  in  addition  to  the  penalties  or  penal- 
ty herein  imposed,  to  expel  such  officer  or  member 
from  the  Company. 

Article  10  x:)rovides  that  "the  President  and  direct- 
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oi's,  at  tlie  expiration  of  one  year,  shall  declare  a  divi- 
dend of  one-quartf-r  of  the  net  proiits/'  and  the  same 
at  the  end  of  tlie  second  y^-dv.  and  they  a.re  enjoined 
from  making  dividends  whicli  shall  exceed  the  propor- 
tions stated,  unless  authorized  and  directed  l)y  a  unan- 
imous vote  of  the  Company. 

Article  11.  In  case  any  meml)er  siiall  be  taken  sic!;, 
such  menjber  shall  be  faitli fully  attended  to,  by  and  at 
the  expense  of  the  Company,  and  tiie  interest  of  such 
member  sliall  in  no  wise  be  affected  by  such  sickness, 
uidess  as  in  these  ai'ticles  otherwise  provided.  "Mn 
case  of  the  death  of  any  meml)er  hereof,  the  pro])or- 
tionate  interest  of  such  person  shall  be  struck,  up  to 
the  time  of  liis  death,  and  didy  paid  to  liis  heirs,  &c.'' 

Article  12,  '*Each  and  every  member  shall  be  eni- 
])loyed  at  such  business  or  occu]3ation.  and  in  such 
manner  as  the  President  and  directors  may  require." 

Article  14,  Xo  meml)er  shall,  duiing  the  continu- 
ance of  the  organization,  devote  his  time  to  labor  or 
othei-  secular  employment,  unless  in  ca.se  of  necessity, 
on  the  Seventh  or  Sabbath  Day. 

Article  15  contains  these  provisions,  ''Xor  shall  the 
president  and  directors,  or  any  members,  liave  author- 
ity to  make  any  investment  of  the  funds  of  the 
compuny  in  real  estrde.  unless  the  members  (d'  the 
company  shall  authorize  lliem  so  to  do  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  ^'or  shal)  tlie  said  directors,  president  or 
any  member,  engage  in  any  othei*  business  or  transac- 
tions in  behalf,  oi'  with  the  funds  of  the  company, 
unless  so  authorized  ]>y  a  like  unanimous  vote  of  the 
members. 

Article  16  provides  *'  In  case  there  should  unfortun- 
ately occur  any  personal  difficulties,  dissensions  and 
disputes  between  any  individuals  who  are  mendjers  of 
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this  coiiipiiTiy.  the  same  shall  be  lel'eiTed  to  the  aclju- 
dieation  of  tli^  president  aiid  diivctors  tliereof,  wlio, 
after  hearing  a  full  statement  of  the  facts  on  both 
sides,  and  examininir  witnesses,  if  necessary,  shall 
have  power  to  mipose  a  line  of  not  less  tlian  ten  nor 
over  one  hundred  dolhirs  upon  each,  either  or  all  of 
the  ])arries  who  have  been  found  guilty  of  violating 
the  just  rights  of  any  other  member.  But  such  tine 
may  be  remitted  or  increased  by  a  majority  vote  of 
the  company. 

Article  17,  In  case  of  any  violation  on  the  part  of 
any  member,  of  any  article  of  this  association,  or  any 
X)art  thereof,  and  such  member  shall  I'ender  himself 
amena})le  to  the  company  or  its  officers,  charged  with 
any  adjudication  herein,  and  shall  refuse  to  submit  to 
the  determination  of  the  company  or  its  ofhcers,  such 
member  shall  be  expelled  h\  a  vote  of  tiie  majority, 
and  u.pon  such  terms  as  the  nuijority  shall  impose. 

Article  IS  is  in  part  as  follows,  **  Upon  each  and 
every  dividend,  and  upon  the  final  distribution,  each 
member  shall  be  entitled  to  his  })j'oportionate  and 
equal  share  with  every  other  member  in  an 3^  and  all 
funds,  prox'>erty  or  profits  belonging  to,  or  which  shall 
hereafter  belong  to  this  company.  Xo  member  of  this 
comi)any  >hall  be  entitled  to  any  salai'v  or  jtay  for  liis 
services,  aside  from  his  interest  in  the  company  unless 
by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  tlie  members. 

Article  10,  The  company  shall  supply  each  and 
every  member  free  from  all  charges  or  ext)ense,  with 
X)rovisions.  tents,  if  required,  beds  and  bedding,  med- 
ical attendance  in  case  of  sickness,  and  such  tools  and 
utensils  as  are  necessary  in  the  pu'otitable  employment 
of  the  members  in  whatever  occupation  they  nmy  be 
engaged.    And  no  chaige  shall  be  made  against  any 
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member  for  passage  out  or  provisions,  or  on  tlie  re- 
turn of  the  vessel  beJongino-  to  tlie  company. 

Article  24,  Tlu'se  articles  of  co-])aj'tners]iip  or  asso- 
ciation sliall  continue  in  I'oi-ce  foi'  the  ]^eriod  of  three 
years  from  the  date'  thereof,  unless  by  a  vote  ()t  at 
least  nine-tentlis  of  the  uiembers  at  an  annual  meet- 
ing it  shall  be  otherwise  detei-mint-d.  iSiOr  shall  these 
articles  or  covenants  be  in  any  wi.se  altei'ed  or  changed 
nnless  by  a  like  vote  of  at  least  ixine-tenths  of  the 
members. 

Our  cargo  consisted  of  miuing  tools,  provisions  for 
tliree  years,  and  quite  a  large  amount  of  lumber  for 
building  purposes  and  mej-cbandise.  The  disburse- 
ments and  reciupts  of  the  com]>any.  as  indicated  by 
my  memoranda,  were  as  follows  :  The  ship  and  su|)- 
plies  cost  814,710.71  ;  drugs  and  medicines,  8oO()  ; 
goods  &c.,  $24,285;  commission  )?J,71(>.63  ;  amount 
paid  in  by  members,  is3!>.0(j(),  showing  78  men.  There 
were  in  fact  79,  but  Capt.  Barney  did  not  pay  as  he 
was  allowed  8r)(H)  for  services.  We  received  foi'  pas- 
sengers $2o(). 

Each  man  had  an  immense  sf^a-chest,  in  which  were 
his  personal  sui)plies  for  a  three  j^ears"  absence. 
Judging  from  my  own  effects,  I  should  say  each  had 
a  five  years'  snpply  instead  of  three.  As  our  ship 
was  not  ready,  we  were  detaiiied  some  tinit^  in  Nev\^ 
York,  but  on  the  28tl}  of  FebruMry  al)out  9  o'clock, 
word  came  that  she  would  sail  at  11  a.  m.  We  were 
all  on  board  in  time,  and  as  we  hd't  the  })iei-gave  three 
cheers  for  those  who  had  come  to  add  thei]'  good 
wishes  to  our  briglit  anticipations.  Five  of  tlie  com- 
pany remained  behiiid  to  take  the  Istlunus  route,  go- 
ing alidad  as  pioneers  to  survey  the  ground,  and 
select  the  best  place.*^.    They  were  W.  \V.  Shepj^ard, 
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E.  L.  Fincli,  Aslier  Mai-kliain,  Wm.  Stark  and  E.  S. 
Sayles. 

One  of  my  townsmen,  Mr.  Alfred  Avery  of  Genoa, 
wlio  had  manifested  mncli  enthnsiasm  in  regard  to^ll^^ 
enterprise,  came  to  New  York  to  see  ns  off.  I  can 
still  see  him,  at  he  stood  on  the  pier,  hat  in  hand,  Ins 
gray  hair  streaming  in  the  wind,  bidding  us  ''Good- 
bye-' and  "God  Speed." 

Of  the  m.embers  of  the  company  but  few  were  per- 
sonally acquainted;  They  were  ti'ue.  manly  fellovrs, 
with  brave  hearts,  and  conrage  for  tlie  new  life,  and  en- 
thusiasm which  notliing  could  daunt.  Sogivat  was  the 
anxiety  among  aJl  classes  to  go  t^)  California  that  our 
sailors  were  hired  at  one  dollar  per  month.  This  amount 
was  given  in  oi'der  that  tliey  should  sign  the  ship's  pa- 
pers, and  thus  become  siL]3ject  to  the  laws  and  regula- 
tions of  the  shi]).  I).  0.  Eicliardson.  G.  W.  Richard- 
son, Lawrence  AVhite,  and  sonieothe]-  members  of  the 
company,  who  had  "previously  had  experience  as  sail- 
ors, also  signed  the  sliip's  ])apers,  and  did  service 
througli  the  entire  voyage.  A  Jarge  portion  of  tlie 
company  assisted  in  sailing  the  vessel,  and  soon  bf^- 
came  expert  seamen  ;  so  much  so,  that  when  we 
entered  port,  our  ship  was  brought  to  anclior,  and 
sails  furled  equal  to  a  man-of-war,  our  ca[)tain  being 
highly  complimented  on  the  manner  in  which  our  ship 
entered  the  poit  of  CaUao. 

Our  passage  to  quaraaitine  was  pleasant.  Coming 
to  anchor  about  3  p.  ^i..  having  to  wait  for  a  favorable 
wind  that  would  takn  us,  with  five  or  six  other  vessels, 
out  to  sea.  March  2nd,  the  wind  being  all  that  could 
be  desired,  a  pilot  came  on  l)oard,  the  anchor  was 
raised  and  wp  were  ai  last  ^tai'ted  on  our  long  voyage 
to  the  Pacific  coast.    The  wind  was  blowing  hard  from 
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tlip  norlh  east,  and  our  sail  from  qiiaranrine  to  Shindy 
Hook  was  a  rapid  one.  Here  tlie  pilot  left  us.  de- 
parting amid  the  hearty  cheers  given  by  those  on 
board.  But  I  doubt  if,  six  hours  after  his  departuj-e. 
a  cheer  could  have  been  raised  on  our  ship.  We 
were  beating  into  the  wind,  and  tlie  vessel  with  its 
heavy  cargo  of  himber.  rolled  fearfully.  A  large 
number  of  the  chests  between  deck,  broke  from  ilieir 
lashings,  and  were  sliding  and  tumbliiig  in  all  direc- 
tions. The  confusion  and  noise  vrere  indesciibable. 
AYhen  we  left  the  Hook  all  were  on  deck,  feeling  hap- 
py and  jolly,  each  asking  the  other  wljo  wotild  be  the 
first  to  succumb  to  sea  sickness.  It  came  quickly  to 
all  except  two  of  us. 

On  eacli  side  of  the  vessel  next  to  the  bulwark, 
were  lashed  some  heavy  sx)ai's.  which  were  nuidf*  a 
convenient  place  for  sitting,  being  just  high  f^nough  so 
tint  a  ]3erson  could  pttt  his  head  on  top  and  look  h\Xo 
tile  sea.  In  a  very  few^  hours  seventy  odd  men  were 
seated  in  a  row  on  the  leewai'd  side  of  the  vessel, 
looking  into  the  sea,  and  acting  as  near  alike,  and  in 
concert,  as  possible.  As  night  approached,  one  and 
another  of  the  poor  fellows  made  tli-Ar  way  to  their 
stateroom.s,  soni'-*  trying  to  joke  and  suvile,  others  nuid 
to  think  they  v.vre  sicl^,  and  numy  in  tears.  One 
gentleiujiu  from  Auburn  exclaimed  in  his  mise]\v, 
''Oh  I  why  did  I  leave  home  I  v.liu  luid  so  good  a 
home  !  Why  does  }U)t  the  ca])tai]i  run  into  some  of 
these  ports  along  here  r  It  is  unnecessary  to  men- 
lion  that  the  ports  wished  for  were  nrany  miles  dis- 
tant. 

We  received  during  the  iirst  day  two  ahu'ms,  one 
V>Hinga  nari'ow  escape  from  collision  with  an  outward 
bound  vessel,  the  other,  that  of  ilre,  caused  by  the 
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iMii'stiiig  of  a  bnrif'l  of  coal  tar,  wiiicli  had  broken 
from  its  lasliings.  Much  dissatisfaction  was  felt  at 
lirst  from  the  manne'r  in  wliicli  tlie  provisions  were 
sej'ved  until  \vp  were  oi;i!,"ani zed  into  "messes,''  when 
all  difficulties  set^med  to  vanisli.  Each  "mess'"  was 
composed  of  twelve  men,  except  one,  and  that  was 
made  np  of  one  man.  possessed  of  such  an  insatiable 
a})]^etite  that  no  one  would  venture  to  mess  with  him. 
T  will  not  mention  his  name,  but  every  nuni  in  rhe 
compau}',  no^v  living,  will  at  once  recognize  him. 

We  "  spoke"  many  shi]^s  on  our  vv^ay.  receiving 
from  all  a  heai'l}'  ]-ecognitio]i.  On  the  3(Uh  of  March, 
we  siglited  the  Cape  de  Yerde  islands,  and  though  we 
did  not  leave  the  ship,  the  sight  of  land  was  very 
plea,sant.  AVe  had  the  long  wished  for  op])Oitunity 
of  seiiding,  through  a  fishing  2)arty,  near  one  of  the 
islands,  our  fii'st  letters  to  the  friends  at  home.  The 
8th  of  April  we  struck  the  trade  winds.  Our  Sun- 
days were  passed  quietly,  a  part  of  the  time  occupied 
with  religious  services,  A.  C.  Hall,  of  Aubui'n.  ad- 
dressing us  often  on  the  evils  of  intemperance  and 
ll3wearing. 

The  16tli  of  April  we  had  what  might  be  termed  a 
family  row  on  a  large  scale  ;  Captain  Barney,  who  was 
very  sensitive  and  quick  to  talvc  olTence,  had  heard 
some  criticisms  by  members  of  the  conq^any  in  regard 
to  his  management.  He  called  the  conq.)any  "  aft''  on 
the  quarter  deck,  and  gave  us  a  speech,  threatening 
that  unless  apologies  were  made  and  he  was  sustained 
by  the  company,  he  woukf  take  the  ship  into  Eio  Ja- 
luuio  and  deliver  her  over  to  the  constil.  After  mticli 
talk,  and  some  high  words,  a  vote  was  taken,  and  the 
ca])tain  sustained.  This  quieted  the  waters  for  the 
time  being.     We  were  very  much  like  a  large  family; 
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diffeiences  would  occui',  and  two  or  tlirpp  tim^^s  it  r^- 
qiiired  a  vote  of  the  whole  company  to  qniet  matters 
and  keep  peace. 

On  tile  i4th  of  May  we  had  the  heaviest  gale  of  the 
voya.a'e, — many  seas  Ijreaking  over  tlie  A'essel.  T  was 
awakened  iibout  midniglit  by  a  Inrcli  of  the  shi]K  and 
by  the  voice  of  the  third  mate  telling  me,  that  if  I 
wished  to  see  a  regular  ''btister"  to  titrn  ont.  and 
come  on  deck.  I  could  not  stay  there  very  long,  as 
every  sea  made  a  cleaiL  swee^)  over  the  ship.  But 
tliere  was  no  n.iore  rest  that  night,  as  we  were  all  oc- 
cupied in  keeping  a  horizontal  position.  We  were 
mueh  intei'ested  in  the  strange  birds  tluit  vs-e  some- 
times sncceeded  in  catching.  One  called  tlie  *'  Nellie'* 
^vas  about  as  large  as  a  turkey.  An  albatross  that  ^\^e 
caught  was  about  three  times  as  large  as  a  goose. 
Tlie  bill  was  from  four  to  six  inches  in  length,  and 
crooked  at  the  end.  It  measured  from  tip  to  tip  of 
its  wings,  eleven  feet. 

The  3rd  of  May  we  made  the  Falklandi^  islands  : 
they  ai'e  huge,  but  witli  low  lands.  They  are  said  to 
have  been  settled  by  an  English  colony,  but  aftei-  the 
settlers  became  ^urates,  the}'  were  dispersed  by  an 
American  uian-of-war.  The  islands  a])ound  in  wild 
horses,  cattle,  bears  and  sea  elepluiiits.  and  all  species 
of  sea-birds.  The  wiiids  vrere  contrary,  the  sea  rtm- 
ning  mountains  high,  and  we  drifting  with  tlie  wind. 

On  the  1st  of  June  we  had  uiir  Urst  snow  stoi'in. 
It  was  cold,  un])lea^aTit  and  dis]niiting.  About  eigh- 
ty f)f  us  collected  tog>nher  in  the  hold  of  the  old  ship 
without  a  ti]v.  and  liardiy  sutllcient  light  to  i-ead  by. 
\Vhen  the  cold  hHcnni'-'  too  intenst^  we  sougiit  the 
warmth  of  our  l^erths.  For  :ibout  a  month  we  mad^ 
no  pi  ogress.    Time  was  passed  in  playing  cards,  chess. 
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r(\Tdiiig  and  arguin;^:  on  rlie  artiole.s  in  llie  constitu- 
tion of  the  conipan>'.  We  vrere  nov/  in  latitude  f>7'\ 
longitude  To",  and  Juiih  21.st  v.as  our  shortest  day, 
being  only  five  and  a  lialf  lioui's  long,  the  sun  I'ising 
above  the  hoiizon  oidy  ^4".  On  June  'i3rd.  we  could 
congratulate  ourselves  on  having  at  last  rounded  Cape 
Horn,  and  were  now  running  fioni  four  to  six  knots 
an  hour. 

We  celebrated  the  74th  anniversary  of  Anieiica's 
IndepeRdence  by  tiring  guns  and  pistols.  The  Stars 
and  Stri]  )es  were  fasteufMl  to  our  masts,  and  flying  in 
the  wind.  The  order  of  exercises  foi'  the  day  wei'e, 
1st,  prayer  by  E.  A.  Mills  :  ^nd,  singing  by  the  v%-hole 
com2Jany  ;  8rd,  music  by  the  band  ;  4th,  reading  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  :  5th.  oration  by  IL 
C.  Hall  :  ringing  by  the  whole  company  ;  7th,  music 
by  the  band.  Last  but  not  l^ast,  dinner,  which  com- 
]>rised  all  the  luxuries  the  shi])  afforded.  It  \\'ill  be 
noticed  that  we  had  ''music  by  the  band."  It  con- 
sisted of  members  of  the  company,  and  Avas  something 
to  be  lu'oud  of.  The  musicians  were  W.  D.  Farrand, 
violinist  ;  Lawrence  AYliite,  cornet  ;  L.  H.  Fenner, 
trombone :  H.  T.  Graves,  flute ;  Chas.  H.  Stewart, 
tambourine  ;  G.  W.  Eichardson.  ti'iangle  ;  M.  L.  Eem- 
ington.  clarionet.  We  were  much  indebted  to  them, 
for  in  that  long  wearisome  voyage  their  music  con- 
tributed in  various  ways  to  our  happiness.  When  we 
reached  San  Francisco,  oirr  band  played  in  the  streets, 
and  drew  a  large  and  entlmsiastic  audience.  We  were 
informed  that  it  was  the  first  band  ever  heard  in  the 
streets  of  San  Francisco.  It  was  frequently  employed 
on  festive  and  public  occasions,  and  received  from  ^M) 
to  >^75  for  its  services. 

On  the  L^9th  of  July  we  sailed  into  the  harbor  of 
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Callao,  and  for  tlie  lii\st  time  in  live  montlis  set  foot 
on  land.  Thegi'ound  seemed  to  rock  to  and  fio,  ren- 
df^riiig  it  impossible  for  nsto  walk  witliont  staggering. 
EveJ'Ytliing  looked  new  and.  strange.  Lying  in  the 
open  air,  we  saw  great  ])iles  of  wheat  and  different 
kinds  of  merchandise.  Upon  inqidry  we  leagued  that 
it  never  rained  here.  Arotmd  the  docks  were  stalls 
Avith  all  kinds  of  tropical  fruits  for  sale,  oranges,  ba- 
nanas, etc,  etc.  The  people  v/ere  a  dark  and  misera- 
ble set  of  beings.  The  streets  were  very  irregular, 
but  well  pavf^d,  as  jdso  were  the  walks.  The  fu.nise.s 
were  generally  of  one  story  in  height,  and  built  of 
mud  and  cement.  Tiie  niarkets  were  most  tempting 
for  a  hungry  sailor,  well  paved,  with  fountains,  and 
delici(uis  fruits. 

After  exploring  the  town  we  started  on  an  investi- 
gating tour  through  the  country,  wliere  half  a  mile 
from  town  we  came  to  a  large  monument  with  a  cross 
on  to]>.  It  was  said  to  liave  been  the  s])0t  whei-e  a 
Peruvian  man-of-war  was  thrown  up  at  tin^  time  of 
the  great  earthquake  in  J 715,  wliich  also  destroyed 
old  Callao,  sinking  part,  and  flooding  the  rest.  In 
company  with  an  American,  who  Inid  resided  chere 
six  years,  we  exjdored  tlie  nuits,  where  we  found 
arches  of  many  of  the  churches,  and  r(unains  of 
houses. 

One  morning,  iinother  and  myself  stalled  to  walk 
to  Lima,  a  city  six  miles  distant.  \Ve  found  tlie  road 
a  very  good  one,  from  four  to  six  rods  in  width,  with 
a  low  wall  on  each  side,  Tha  sand  nuide  the  walking 
laborious,  Init  there  were  miiTiy  lestaurants  where  we 
could  rest.  The  road  was  crowded  with  pec)].)le  going 
and  coming,  sonu'  on  hoi'ses,  others  on  nuiles.  With- 
in two  miles  of  the  city,  the  roads  were  l)ordei'ed  by 
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side-})atlis,  beautiriil  .LTardeiis,  with  seats  for  weary 
travelers,  and  fruit  trees.  We  })assed  unnoticed  by 
thf^  sentinels  at  tlie  gate,  and  entering  Lima,  found  it 
very  much  like  Calhio.  Many  of  the  liouses  were 
only  one  story  in  height,  though  there  were  some  thie 
residences.  Tlie  (cathedrals  wt^-e  very  ])eautiful,  dec- 
orated in  the  richest  manner  with  gold  and  silver. 
We  went  fi'oni  the  cathedral  to  the  presi(h'nt\s  2)alace 
(a  remarkably  line  building),  \\  here  we  saw  the  presi- 
dent, Avho  greeted  us  very  politely.  AYe  visited  tlie 
cotton  factories,  markets,  museums,  and  Pei'uvian 
Library,  which  contained  at  that  time  more  than  20,- 
OOO  vohimes.  The  people  Avere  liner  looking  than  at 
Callao.  AVe  cotild  not  form  a  judgment  of  the  ladies, 
for  all  that  we  cotild  see  of  their  featiii-es  was  one  eye, 
the  rest  of  the  face  being  closely  veiled.  We  return- 
ed to  Callao  the  next  day. 

On  August  7th,  we  lifted  anchoi-,  and  ba(h>  adieu  to 
old  Peru,  starting  again  with  a  good  wind  foj-  Califor- 
nia. After  otir  little  dissipation  in  Peru  we  had  no 
money  left  :  we  were  obliged  to  sell  some  of  tiie  extra 
spars,  which  in  order  to  avoid  duty,  were  lo\s'ered 
over  tlie  sides  of  the  ship  during  the  night,  being 
towed  away  by  the  ships  wliich  bought  thein.  We 
did  not  feel  our  povert^y,  foi-  wei'e  we  not  bound  for 
the  land  of  gold  ?  Our  time  was  now  occupied  in 
makirig  tents,  gold- washers,  etc.,  in  anticipation  of 
our  new  life.  We  wej*e  troubled  now  with  sickness, 
as  a  result  of  otir  holiday  on  land,  and  one  of  our 
number,  Walter  W.  Tuttle.  of  Auburn,  died  vei  y  un- 
expectedly to  us  all.  Tt  was  oui-  tii'st  dt^ath,  and  expe- 
rience of  burial  at  sea.  lie  was  a  tru.e  and  manly 
fellow,  esteemed  by  us  all,  and  his  death  cast  a  heavy 
gloom  over  the  ship.    There  was  a  singular  incident 
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connected  witli  that  sad  f'vent.  Tlie  day  bpfoic  liis 
deatli  a  very  liaiuLsoine  blark  bird,  alxmt  the  size  of  a 
dove,  came  and  lit  on  the  combings  of  the  main  hntcli 
within  a  fe^v  feet  of  where  poor  Tultle  was  lying,  and 
remained  there  all  the  afternoon,  permitting  itself  to 
be  liandled  by  any  one  vrho  came  along.  Just  before 
dark  it  I'ose.  and  making  a  circle  around  tlie  ship,  lit 
on  tlie  fore-top  gallant  yai'd,  wh^^re  it  remained  until 
a  few  minittes  after  he  died,  when  it  llew  away,  and 
was  not  seen  again. 

An  incident  happened  at  this  time  whicli  tdfoj-df^d 
us  not  a  little  amusement.  One  of  tli*-^  pcirty,  W.  I). 
Farrand,  who  afterwards  hgiired  somewhat  promi- 
nently at  Peru,  was  an  ex])erfc  with  tlie  boxing  gloves. 
One  day,  while  sparrin.g  with  otht^rs  on  deck,  he  chal- 
lenged tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Godfrey  to  put  oji  the  gloves  and 
try  him.  After  mncli  persuasion,  jMr.  Godfrey  ac- 
cepted the  challenge.  Aftei-  receiving  several  hits 
from  Farrand  he  became  somewhat  excited,  inid  let- 
ting o!it  his  long  arm  gave  P'arrand  a  blow  on  the 
nose  which  floored  him,  ''and  tl-e  subsequent  ])roceed- 
ings  interested  him  no  more."  The  time  seemed  very 
long  now,  and  we  waited  imi)atiently  for  tlu^  end  of 
our  journey.  AVe  were  delayed  three  v/eelvs  by  calms 
and  head  wiiids.  but  on  tho  t-'fh  day  of  Octobei'.  after 
being  over  seven  months,  or  '212  days,  on  shipl)oard, 
we  entered  v.ith  loud  elieei's  th.(^  Golden  Gate  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

When  we  ai'rived  in  San  Franciseo.  the  com[)any 
was  out  of  funds,  nnd  we  all  went  ashoiv  seeking 
work,  wliich  each  nuin  found  for  himself,  turning  the 
avails  into  tlie  common  fund.  The  (hiy  laboi-ers  I'e- 
ceived  J^-l  pei'  hour.  Some  were  quick  nnd  successful 
others  not  so  ;  a  few  indicating  that  labor  was  not  tlie 
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first  thin^^  they  wisliecl  for,  l)ut  tliey  were  most  willing: 
to  assist  in  speiHlinu'  money.  Oui*  tents  were  placed 
on  tlie  sliore,  men  being  left  to  eaie  for  tl)em,  and  at- 
tend to  the  cookin^c-  ^^^^  workfMl  in  this  wny  several 
weeks,  coming-  to  our  meals  at  the  camp,  until  funds 
had  iic(nimulated.  Then  a  mining  party,  consisting 
of  nineteen  men,  was  organized  to  go  to  Stockton,  on 
the  way  to  the  Mariposa  min.^'^.  We  rook  the  loiig 
boat  whicii  could  carry  ten  tons  of  freight,  tilled  liei- 
with  tents,  camp  equipages  and  provisions  sufficient 
for  a  winter  s  sup])ly,  and  started  in  a  whah.'  boat 
towing  the  long  boat.  Tlif^  voyage  was  very  tedious, 
as  much  of  tlie  time  ^^'e  wei'e  compelled  to  use  the 
oars.  A  few  nights  Vv'c  were  unable  to  land,  and  had 
to  remain  in  our  b^Kits,  resting  as  best  Ave  could.  On 
arriving  at  Stockton  Ave  liired  a  tiain  of  naules  to  pack 
us  in  to  the  mines,  paying  freight  at  the  rate  oi*  hft  y 
cents  per  pound,  every  tiling  beijig  carefully  weighed. 
The  ])rice  at  that  tinu3  seemed  immense,  to  us.  not  be- 
ing used  to  it. 

Our  march  to  the  Mari|>osa  juines  was  a  long  oup. 
"We  were  detaintHl  for  a  day  or  tvro  by  the  Hoods  on 
the  Stanislaus  river.  Hei-e  we  had  gi-eat  fun  catching 
salmon,  Avhich  were  plainly  to  be  seen  going  up  the 
river  by  the  thousands.  We  shot  them  and  killed 
them  with  clubs.  Tjiosh  speared  by  the  Indians, 
weighing  ten  or  twelve  ])Ounds.  were  sold  for  ten  cenls 
apiece.  Here  I  found  my  tli'st  gold,  picking  it  out  of 
the  rocks  with  my  jack-knife. 

After  leaving  the  Stanislaus  we  journeyed  thiough 
a  rough  hilly  counti-y,  ofr^^n  with  nothing  but  a  mule 
trail  for  a  guide.  Once,  v.'hile  passing  jiround  a  moun- 
tain, one  of  the  mules,  o]i  wliieli  wa.s  packed  a  barrel 
of  pork,  missed  his  footing  and  went  rolling  dow  n  the 
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mountain  nntil  bronglit  to  a  standstill  by  some  trees. 
After  unpacking  the  mule,  and  working  the  barrel  of 
j)ork  up  to  the  trail,  we  repacked  it,  the  mule  not  be- 
ing harmed  in  the  least.  On  our  arrival  at  the  Mari- 
X)osa  mines,  we  encamped  on  a  side  hill,  dividing  into 
squads  of  four,  each  squad  ioolvirig  out  for  itself,  and 
hnding  its  own  work.  G.  L.  Mead,  of  St)linter  Hill, 
near  Moravia,  was  the  hunter  of  tlie  party,  being  very 
successful  in  supplying  us  witli  venison,  etc.  Every 
thing  in  the  eatable  line  being  very  expensive,  costing- 
one  dollar  per  pound,  excepting  venison,  v/hich  cost  20 
cents,  and  Spanish  beef  ^vhich  Avas  oO  cents.  At  one 
time  we  weiglied  out  in  gold  812o  for  100  lbs.  of 
Hour.    Potato':^s  were  not  to  be  had  at  any  j)rice. 

AVe  remained  in  the  mines,  being  fairly  successful, 
until  spring.  We  then  bi'olve  camp,  hiring  mules  oi* 
the  Ithaca  company  to  pack  our  baggage  and  provisions 
down  to  tlie  junction  of  the  San  Joaquin  and  Mercede 
rivei's.  wliei-e  we  expected  our  boats  to  meet  us. 
Finding  on  our  arrival  at  the  mourii  oi'  the  Mei'cede, 
that  our  boats  were  not  there,  one  of  the  x)arty  swam 
the  rivei-  so  as  to  reacli  tlie  ferry,  which  was  on  the 
San  Joaquin.  The  ferry  boar  carried  us  aci'oss  the 
Mercede.  where  we  waited  for  our  boats.  But  as  the^^ 
did  not  come,  our  party  divided,  part  resolving  to 
wait,  the  rest  l)u>'ing  two  horses  and  going  to  San 
Francisco,  by  the  v.ay  of  Fachaker's  Pass  and  San 
Jose.  Our  party  made  rhe  pass  in  one  day's  ti-avel, 
which  was  thirty  miles,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
right.  This  was  the  first  and  last  time  my  strength 
failed  me.  1  was  com|x^iled  to  liedov/n  on  the  plains, 
waiting  until  tlie  party  liad  gone  to  the  ranch,  un- 
packed the  horses,  and  came  back  for  me.  However, 
the  next  morning  found  me  strong  as  usual,  and  in 
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advance  ol'  tli^  polity.  We  had  to  camp  in  the  rain, 
witli  oidy  our  oil  l)]ankets  to  protect  lis.  One  part  of 
the  way  we  had  to  march  tlirongh  water  eighteen  or 
twenty  inches  in  dei)t]i.  It  was  a  most  disagreeable 
trip. 

On  oiir  arrival  at  San  Francisco,  we  found  a  sorry 
looking  com})any  of  m*-n.  M:iny  were  sick  with  the 
fever,  sonie  had  died,  quite  a  mmd^er  had  left  the 
company,  and  had  gone  into  business  for  tlieraselves. 
among  wliom  were  Captain  Barney  and  the  Gardners. 
Only  part  of  the  company  went  to  the  mines,  the  bal- 
ance remained  in  San  Francisco  through  the  winter, 
and  labored  in  various  ways  ;  some  at  their  trades, 
some  in  the  mint,  some  as  day  laborers.  They  had 
come  f]-om  all  professions  and  conditions  of  life,  and 
they  could  do  everything  from  preaching  to  horse 
stealing. 

Let  no  one  draw  unfavorable  conclusions  from  tliis 
statement.  The  members  of  the  company  were  (^with 
a  few  exceptions)  true,  noble,  vv'holescmled  fellows — 
but  it  Avould  be  a  mia-vel  if  there  should  not  l)e  found 
some  black  sheep  in  a  flock  of  seventy-nirie  wliich 
had  been  l)rouglit  t<.)gether  as  we  were. 

Three  buildings  vrere  erected,  by  the  company,  with 
material  which  vre  carried  with  us.  AVe  lost  one.  as 
we  shall  lind  through  defect  of  title.  One  of  the  oth- 
ei's  w:is  rented  a^  a  h«»tel.  Tho-^e  v.  ho  were  in  the  city 
lived  in  the  other  and  made  it  lieadquarters.  As 
there  was  much  sickness,  one  i:)avt  of  this  building 
was  used  as  a  hos})iral  for  the  sick  mem])ers.  Mr. 
John  Choiite  had  chaige  of  it.  It  soon  became  evi- 
dent tluit,  as  a  •"Company'"  we  were  not  a  success,  and 
the  feeling  was  unanimous  that  we  must  disband. 
This  was  delayed  until  the  annual  meeting,  wlien  the 
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votes  stood  decidedly  in  favor  of  it.  Parties  were  se- 
lected to  dispose  of.  and  see  to  the  ])roperty  as  far 
as  possible.  di\'iding  the  same  equally.  J.  H.  Stearns, 
one  or  two  others  and  myself  were  selected  to  attend 
to  the  business.  We  sold  all  that  was  valuable  be- 
longing to  tile  ship,  strij}ping  her  of  lier  j'igging,  and 
disposing  of  her  at  auction  for  s'2,oO().  It  was  hauled 
up  in  the  mud,  aiid  made  a  storehouse  of.  Afterward, 
1  have  been  told,  she  was  cut  down  to  low  water 
nnri'k,  tilled  in  with  sand,  and  became  the  foundation 
of  a  large  brick  store. 

Before  the  ship  sailed  from  New  York  we  invested 
some  sl5,0U()  or  .S20. (HH)  in  lumber,  spars,  beef,  poi'k, 
boots  and  shoes,  iron  and  molasses,  vdiich  were  taken 
with  the  expectation  that  large  profits  would  be  made 
when  sold  in  California.  Marvellous  stories  were  told 
and  published  of  the  fearful  prices  everything  brought 
in  the  land  of  gold.  AVe  did  do  well  on  some  of  our 
2)urchases,  ])ut  our  anticipaiions  of  making  a  fortune 
on  our  investments  were  not  realized.  Part  of  the 
lumber  was  used  in  a  building  which  was  erected  on  a 
lot,  of  which  we  were  subsequently  dispossessed,  thus 
proving  a  dead  loss  to  the  Company.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  we  paid  for  the  ship  and  its  supplies 
about  sl5,ooo,  hence  in  selling  the  ship  for  -s^.oOO,  an- 
other serious  loss  was  sustained. 

In  view  uf  these  facts  it  will  not  hi'  wondered  at 
that  the  "Cayuga  Joint  Stock  Company"  was  not  a 
hnancial  success.  Each  member  paid  in  soOO  when 
the  comx^'iny  Avas  formed.  Two  dividends  were  made 
in  the  spring  of  18.*30,  one  of  s:}()8  and  one  of  S7(j.92. 
We  had  then  some  real  estate  unsold.  This  was 
placed  in  chaige  J.  H.  Stearns  ro  sell.  I  do  not  re- 
member wluit  we  I'ealized  from  the  sah.*  of  tlie  real  es- 
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fate,  but  I  am  sure  tliat  the  last  dividend  was  small, 
if  anything. 

As  soon  as  tlie  Company  dissoh'ed,  new  combina- 
tions were  fcjnned.  the  parties  leaving  immediately 
for  the  mines.  Some  i-emained  in  the  city,  and  ob- 
tained employment  in  the  mint.  Our  party  consisting 
of  'i'imothy  L.  Barker  of  Auburn,  A^olney  Hughitt 
and  John  T.  Kundal  of  Genoa,  and  myself,  located  on 
Bear  river,  and  remaiued  there  sevei'al  months.  Then 
we  moved  down  to  a  place  on  tiio  Big  Auburn  ravine, 
called  Ophir,  three  miles  from  Auburn. 

While  we  were  on  Bear  ri^'er  we  used  the  cradle," 
which  has  recently  been  described  in  the  Century,  but 
it  was  slov/,  laborious  work.  *'It  is  the  rudest  and 
simplest  of  all  machines  emx)loyed  for  the  separation 
of  gold  from  the  gravel,  through  which  it  is  distrib- 
uted. It  embodies,  in  a  snnill  way,  nevertheless,  all 
the  essential  features  of  the  luore  elaborate  machine 
used  in  other  forms  of  ])lacer  mining."  For  a  day's 
labor  each  man  was  expected  to  wash  one  hundred 
pails  of  dirt,  not  regarding  it  as  paying  unless  it 
yielded  six  to  eight  cents  per  pail.  After  coming 
down  to  the  Auburn  ravine,  where  few  were  working 
as  the  ravine  was  dry  on  the  surface,  we  found  that  a 
claim,  as  it  wa^^  cadfxl,  consisted  of  fifteen  squai'e  feet 
for  each  man.  This  ravine  had  been  and  was  a  soi't  of 
caujpiug  ground  for  rhose  who  had  been  during  the 
summer  or  dry  season,  working  on  the  rivei's,  anil 
who,  during  the  winter  or  wet  season,  came  back  to 
the  ravine,  where  there  was  plenty  of  watei'  on  the 
surface.  While  here,  we  adopted  the  *' Long  Tom," 
by  which  we  could  accomplish  much  more  than  by 
the  "cradles,"  it  pacing  us  to  go  over  the  same 
ground  we  had  woi  ked  v.'ith  the  cj  adies. 
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As  I  have  stated,  a  claiiii  was  but  fifteen  feet  square. 
This  vvas  iiiii'er's  law.  avd  h^lcl  good  by  the  courts,  or 
Alcaides,  which  answered  for  our  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

As  a  mealing  of  tlie  niiuer's  could  1)3  called  at  any 
time  to  change  the  law.  we  concluded  to  call  one  and 
enlarge  our  claims.  So  many  miners  liad  returned  to 
the  rivers,  but  fevr  gathered  at  the  r^ppointed  phace, 
after  the  notice  '-.vas  posted.  Wi.  easily  enlarged 
claims,  giving  to  each  man  sixty  feet  up  and  down  tlie 
stream,  and  on  each  side  as  far  as  high  water  mark. 
Having  staked  our  claims  before  the  meeting  vras 
called,  we  had  secured  a  fair  portion  of  good  paying 
ground,  which  ^^'as  on  a  long  wide  bar,  and  at  the  foot 
of  a  rocky  canon.  ^Ve  dug  a  trench  across  the  stream 
to  the  ]}ed  rock,  within  lOo  feet  of  this  canon,  filling 
it  in  vrith  closely  packed  surface  dirt,  taken  from  the 
valley  near  by.  This  made  a  tight  water-proof  dam, 
causing  the  wiuer  to  come  to  the  surface.  Tiien  we 
built  another  dam  from  three  to  four  feet  in  height,  so 
that  during  the  night  a  sufiicient  qitantit^r  of  water 
would  collect  to  run  our  "Long  Tom"  through  tlie 
day.  As  soon  as  ours  j^roved  a  success,  dams  vrere 
constructed  along  the  entire  ravine,  giving  to  all  work 
for  both  strmmer  and  v.inter. 

AVhen  ou.r  wint-u-  fi  lends  returned,  they  found  the 
claims  enlarged  and  tlie  ground  occupied.  They  made 
a  few  efforts  to  jump  our  claims,  hut  used  no  violence, 
for  it  was  iniuer  s  lavv".  and  they  had  to  submit.  AVe 
worked  evn-y  day,  unless  it  rained,  from  stmrise  to 
sunset,  excepting  Sundays,  when  we  did  our  market- 
ing and  washing,  this  not  being  consider-:^d  as  work- 
ing. 

When  we  iirstcame  to  Oj)h.ir  we  lived  in  tents,  cook- 
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ing  outside  by  a  st Uiiip  or  lo<(.  Beconiing  dissatisfied 
we  finally  boiiglit  a  log  cabin,  with  a  canvas  roof  and 
Missouri  chinmey.  It  was  situated  in  a  small  valley 
surrounded  by  low  lying  hills,  and  near  a  cold  spring- 
of  never  failing  water.  The  low,  wide-branching  oak 
trees  scattered  liere  and  tliere,  with  tlie  green  lawn, 
marred  by  no  underbrush,  reminded  us  strongly  of 
the  luxuriant  apple  orchards  of  tlie  states.  It  was 
truly  a  pleasant  place  to  live  in.  and  here  we  w^ere 
visited  by  a  great  many  Cayiigii  county  people,  man.y 
of  Vv'hom  remained  in  our  camp  until  they  could  ob- 
tain a  good  pC)sition.  Tlie  town  of  Ophir  was  but  a 
short  distance  fi'oni  us.  It, was  like  many  otinn-  Cali- 
fornia towns,  small,  v/ith  two  Jiotels,  two  gambling 
houses,  plenty  of  supply  stores,  and  some  residences. 
Gambling  was  as  public  as  the  selling  of  goods  and 
groceries.  As  all  stores  sold  whiskey,  they  became 
a  general  rendezvous  for  tlie  gamblers,  who  did  .noili- 
ing  but  drink,  gamljle,  and  occasionally  light.  Miners 
they  studiously  avoided. 

I  remember  one  day,  being  in  a  store  purchasing 
apples  and  supplies,  hearing  a  great  noise  up  the 
street,  I  looked  out  and  saw  from  ten  to  hfteen  gani- 
blers  rush  excitedly  out  of  the  gambling  houses,  eacii 
with  a  revolver  in  his  hand,  and  all  threatening  to 
shoot.  I  hurried  around  the  corner  of  the  store  and 
cautiously  looked  out  to  see  the  fun.  It  iiap>pe]ied, 
howevei*,  that  tliei-e  was  no  shooting.  I  did  not  think 
until  it  was  all  over  that  the  house  behind  which  I 
was  so  safely  concealed,  had  only  canvas  sides  and 
that  I  might  as  \vell  have  been  on  the  street  as  behind 
it,  as  far  as  safety  was  concerned. 

One  time  I  was  on(^  of  a  lynch  jury  in  trying  a  man 
for  robbery.    Being  i'uund  guilty  he  was  sentenced  to 
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be  liiing.  the  jury  inteiidiiipr  to  thoiX)Uglily  fiigliten 
him  and  obtain  a  confession  and  the  gold,  but  not  to 
take  his  life.  Xot  securing  either  gold  or  confession 
we  released  liim,  givijig  him  so  many  hours  to  leave 
the  ravine.  Xot  g(nng,  he  vv-as  retaken  m  nv  the  town, 
and  received  a  severe  vv'hii>[)iug  on  tlie  bare  back. 
Tliere  was  no  question  but  ihat  he  committed  the  rob- 
bery, taking  from  an  old  man  all  Ills  hard  earned 
money,  amounting  to  s4n!).  vrhich  1  am  glad  to  say 
was  made  up  to  him  again  by  contribution's  of  tlie 
miners.  Generosity  was  a  never  failing  characteris- 
tic. If  a  man  was  sick,  needy  or  in  vrant,  there  v/as 
no  difficulty  in  raising  fujids  to  assist  him,  all  classes 
giving  freely  and  ^villingly.  For  instance,  there  was 
one  poor  felhjw,  a  Cayuga  county  num.  who  had  l)een 
at  our  camp  for  many  Vv'eeks  sick,  and  indeed  was 
nothing  but  a  skeleton  of  his  former  self.  Finally  he 
made  up  his  mind  to  coine  home  if  he  could  ol)tain 
the  money.  He  started  on  a  l^eggingtour  through  the 
town,  raising  before  night  sufficient  money  to  take 
him  home  as  a  cabin  passena-er.  Tlie  result  was  he 
found  it  so  proiitable  that  he  went  into  it  as  a  specu- 
lation. After  olnaining  several  hundred  dollars  lie 
started  for  home,  but  only  reached  the  isthmus  where 
he  died. 

We  gave  little  attention  to  our  dress,  vrearing  only 
the  plaiiiest,  our  better  clotiiing  being  left  in  San 
Francisco.  At  one  time,  having  been  appointed  a  del- 
egate to  a  county  convention,  the  question  arose 
whether  I  sliould  go  in  my  mining  suit  or  store 
clothes.  The  latter  being  determined  upon  as  the 
m()st  fitting,  1  was  puzzled  to  know  where  to  iind 
them,  but  at  last  di^-cid-'d  that  the  only  way  was  to 
borrow  from  one  and  another  until  the  suit  was  com- 
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plete.  I  was  obliged  to  cpJl  upon  five  dift'ereiit  parties 
before  my  oiitfit  was  entirely  satisfactory. 

I  remained  in  the  big  Auburn  ravine  until  my  re- 
turn iiome  in  1853.  Barker  left  our  party  a  year  be- 
fore. Rundell  and  Hugliitr  also  returned  to  tlie 
states.  Eamdell  afterwards  crossed  the  plains  with  a 
drove  of  cattle,  becoming  very  successful  on  a  ranch. 
I  know  of  no  one  in  our  party  who  became  suddenly 
rich,  or  who  made  a  loirune  in  three  or  four  years. 
We  shall  find  that  some  of  those  vmo  started  with  us 
liave  never  returned,  some  have  died  and  others  have 
wandered  into  far  distant  countries. 

Little  do  peo])le  realize,  in  these  days,  when  one 
week  of  travel  will  carry  them  to  the  Golden  Gate." 
how,  but  a  few  years  ago,  there  vras  no  great  system 
of  railways  vritli  all  their  lacilities  for  ease  ond  com- 
fort, but  that  weeks,  even  months  must  elapse  before 
they  reached  tlin  promised  land. 

It  is  now  thirty-four  yer.rs  since  the  Belvidere  sailed 
otit  of  the  harbor  of  New  York  with  her  hopeful  ad- 
venturers. 

If  today  there  sliould  be  a  roll-call  of  tlie  seventy- 
nine  who  joined  the  Cayuga  joint  stock  company, 
twenty-nine  at  least  would  be  reported  dead.  They 
are  Walter  W.  Tuttie,  D.  C.  Ilichardson,  George  H. 
White,  Asa  Strong,  Cinjt.  Samuel  Barney,  James  F. 
Gaiii,  Wm.  P^rerts,  D.  C.  Lum,  S.  B.  Wooden.  Geo 
H.  Preston,  Robert  Y.  Patty,  Jas.  \y.  Ells,  Wm. 
Jenkins,  J.  G.  ^'elsu.i.  Moses  W.  L^^oii,  Asher  Miirk- 
ham,  E.  A.  Mills,  Yolney  Hewitt,  A.  F.  Phelps,  T.  F. 
Greves,  Henry  Fitch,  Charles  H.  Stewart,  N.  S.  Ben- 
son, Charles  Slieppnrd,  S.  A.  Page,  John  T.  Pundell, 
and  P.  W.  Fisher  of  the  Cayu^u  boys,  and  Edwin 
Jones  and  H.  I).  Alkni  oL'  ^'Vayne  county.  Fifty- 
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three  of  the  conipp.ny  were  from  Cayuga  county.  Of 
these,  only  seven  are  known  to  l)e  living  in  our  midst, 
as  follovv^s :  John  Choate,  G.  W.  Ivichardson  and 
La\vi'ence  Whitp  of  Auburn,  John  P.  Yawger  of 
Mentz.  H.  C.  Hall  of  Aur-lius,  S.  D.  Mills  of  Weeds- 
port  and  Weston  A.  Ogden  of  Kings  Ferr.y.  Two 
others  are  known  to  be  residing  in  the  state,  the  presi- 
dent, W.  W.  Sheppard.  at  "Wav^^rly,  and  Nelson 
Fitch  at  Albany.  Franklin  Holmes  is  in  Wisconsin, 
G.  L.  Mead  in  Deadwood,  N.  S.  Clark  in  Illinois  and 
Oscar  D.  Munson  in  Denver.  Eighteen,  if  living,  are 
in  California  and  Oregon.  Tlieyare  J.  H.  vSiearns,W. 
S.  Lyon,  J.  Gf.  Kellogg.  K.  Forbush,  Jr.,  John  B. 
Stovve,  E.  S.  Sayles,  Chas.  II.  Moss,  T.  M.  Gardner, 
M.  Hering,  G.  K.  Godfrey,  H.  T.  Graves,  A.  J.  Haight, 
M.  L.  Eemington,  Edvrard  G.  Stearns,  T.  M.  Barker, 
Win.  Stark,  J.  Vv^.  Jenkins  and  Dr.  W.  A.  Grover. 

Of  the  remaining  eighteen  notliing  is  known  ])y  the 
writer.  They  are  A.  W.  Stratton.  W.  D.  Farrand,  S. 
D.  Suits,  Daniel  Krim,  Josiah  Davis,  N.  Barnes,  A.  J. 
Travis,  Chailes  S.  Putnam,  AY.  M.  Eddy,  Eugene  L. 
Finch,  G.  W.  Tailman,  Thomas  Hunter.  Benj.  D. 
Stevens,  A.  B.  Northrup,  L.  Mason,  M.  B.  Scott, 
Jolin  H.  Gantley,  L.  F.  Fenner  amd  Cofiin  Gardner. 
I  have  said  that  it  1;  tliirty-four  years  since  the  For- 
ty-niners" sailed  in  the  Belvidvjre.  It  is  a  long  period 
in  the  life  of  an  individual. 

We  were  boys  then,  with  our  hearts  til'ed  v-ith 
bright  di-eams  and  golden  hopes.  But  now  gray  hairs 
and  failing  sigiit,  ajid  many  oiiuu'  signs  remind  us 
that  youth  luis  Img  since  passnd.  Tliese  thirty-four 
years  have  b.-en  eventful  in  the  worhd's  liistory.  Won- 
derful havp  b'^en  changes  in  our  owri  c()untry. 
And  wlien  the  IrLstorian  shali  record  tiiHni,  and  trace 
ou1  the  agencies  v/hich  contributed  to  their  develop- 
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liu^iit,  it  will  be  found  tiiat  tlie  gold  inines  and  the 
gold  miners  of  California  were  important  factors. 

List  of  menil)ers  of  tlie  Cayuga  Joint  Stock  Com- 
j)any  : 

Auburn — Wni.  W.  Sli;:])pard,  lawyer  :  VVni.  Stark, 
blacksmitli  ;  J.  H.  Stearns,  hardware  dealer  ;  T.  L. 
Barker,  merchant  clerk  :  George  H.  White,  bookbind- 
er ;  A.  Strong,  baker ;  LaAvrence  White,  harness 
maker :  Franklin  Holmes,  painter  ;  J.  W.  Jenkins, 
mason  :  John  Choate.  tinsmith  :  Chas.  H.  Stewart, 
mercliant  clerk  :  M.  W.  Lyon,  moulder  ;  George  W. 
Richardson,  cahinet-nuilver  :  DeWitt  Eichardson, 
cabinet-maker  ;  Nelson  Fitch,  merchant  clei'k  ;  Henry 
Fitch,  merchant  clerk ;  A.  J.  Haiglit.  jeweller ;  J.  C. 
"Nelson,  carpenter ;  W.  S.  Lyon,  merchant :  J.  G.  Kel- 
logg, merchant ;  T.  P.  Grieves,  book-bindei* ;  Hiram 
T.  Graves,  nursery-man  ;  ~R.  Forbnsh,  Jr.,  cabiiiet- 
maker  :  H.  C.  Hall,  book-dealer  ;  Oscai-  1).  Miinson, 
dentist:  Wm.  W.  Tuttle,  carpenter;  G.  K.  Godfrey, 
carpet-dealer;  J.  W.  Ells,  printer;  N.  S.  Benson, 
mason  :  Wm.  Jenkins,  tailor. 

Genoa — H.  S.  Clark.  Mexican  service  ;  M.  h.  Rem- 
ington, machinist  ;  W.  A.  Ogden,  farmer  and  specula- 
tor ;  D.  C.  Lum,  carpenter  ;  S.  B.  Woodin,  merchant 
clerk  ;  N.  Barnes,  farmer  ;  John  Rnndle  and  Volney 
Hewitt,  farmers. 

Moravia — G.  L.  Meade,  fnrme]'. 

Weedsport — J.  F.  Cain,  merchant  clerk  :  F.  Mills, 
tinner;  Wm.  Evarts,  painter;  S.  T).  Suits,  merchant 
clerk  ;  S.  K.  Page,  sailoi' ;  Daniel  Krim,  sailor  ;  Sam- 
T).  Mills,  tinner. 

Springport — John  P.  Yawgnr,  farmer. 

Arirelius — Chas.  Moss,  fanner. 

Poi-t  Byron — Wm.  D.  Farrand,  painter ;  G.  ^V. 
Tallman,  mariner. 
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Conquest — Tlios.  Hunter,  fanner. 

Cato — Captain  Samuel  Barney,  farmer,  fonuerly 
whaleman. 

Sennett — A.  P.  Pkelps,  farmer. 

Wayne  County — E.  S.  Sayles,  Little  Sodus,  hotel 
keeper ;  E.  L.  Finch,  Clyde,  carpenter  :  Ed.  Jones, 
Clyde,  druggist  clerk  ;  George  H  .  Preston,  Red  Creek, 
merchant  ;  Robt.  Yv^.  Petty,  Little  Sodus,  farmer  :  IT. 
D.  Allen,  Lyons,  merchant  clerk ;  John  B.  Stow, 
Clyde,  merchant  clerk  :  A.  W.  Stratton,  Clyde,  car- 
penter. 

Onondaga  County — Chauncey  A.  Markham,  assay- 
er  ;  W.  A.  Grove,  physician,  of  Syracuse  ;  Wm.  M. 
Eddy,  Jordan,  hardware  clerls:  ;  P.  W.  Fisher,  tinner  ; 
M.  1).  Scott,  cooper  :  J.  I).  Travis,  of  Jordan,  Benj. 
D.  Stevens,  shoemaker,  of  Elbridge  ;  Josiah  Davis, 
Elbridge,  grave  stone  cutter :  A.  B.  Northruj),  El- 
bridge, clothier ;  Mark  Heri  ing,  Marcellu.s,  paper 
maker. 

Ludlowville,  Toinpkins  county — L.  F.  Fenner.  tailor. 

Utica — Chas.  S.  Putnam,  cabinet  nuiker,  N.  Y.  city, 
Ed.  G.  Stearns,  milkman.  John  H.  Gantley,  ship- 
cliandler. 

Canton — Leonfird  Mason,  mercliant. 

Factory viUe,  Tio^-a  Co, — Chas.  Sheppard,  farmer 
and  arrist. 

Xantiu'ket — Jaj-ed  ^L  Gardner,  hist  mate  ;  Cofhn 
Gardner,  second  nmte  ;  farmers,  foimerly  whalemen. 

Sailors  wlio  were  em])k)yed  by  the  company — Hen- 
ry Swain,  third  mate,  Nantucket ;  Levi  Courtiight, 
Red  Creek  ;  Messrs.  Johnson,  New  York  city  ;  Cain, 
Weeds] xu't ;  II(>]>kins.  New  York  ;  Rockwell,  Am- 
sterdam :  Huntington,  N.  Y. ;  cook.  Mr.  Reed.  X.  Y. 

Ladies,  piiss-'iigei's — Mrs.  Barney,  Mrs.  Swain.  Mrs, 
Gardner,  ]\lrs.  Mills  and  daughter. 
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BIOGRAPHY  OF  GENERAL  FLEMING. 


The  town  of  Fleming  in  Caynga  coruity  was  named 
^  nftei'  George  Fleming,  a  captain  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  called  by  conrtesy  General  Fleming,  who  settled 
in  the  town  which  now  beais  his  name  towards  the 
close  of  tiie  last  century. 

He  \vas  not  in  any  sens^  a  gj-eat  man  ;  he  performed 
no  acts  and  exju'essed  no  tliouglits  which  distinguislied 
him  above  his  feJhnv  men  ;  and  we  are  only  interested 
in  him  because  his  name  is  given  to  one  of  our  towns, 
and  because  his  life  was  a  fair  example  of  the  life  of  a 
])ioneer  of  this  region. 

As  no  biography  was  ever  written  of  liim,  and  he 
has  no  descendants  living  among  us,  and  his  associ- 
ates have  all  been  dead  many  years,  few  facts  in  re- 
gard to  his  life  can  be  ascertaint>d.  It  is  not  even 
known  where  lie  was  horn,  who  his  family  were,  or 
how  he  passed  liis  earlier  years.  It  is  said,  however, 
that  he  was  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  tliat  his  relatives 
settled  in  Connecnciil,  near  the  line  l)etween  that 
state  and  New  York. 

General  Fleming  was  born  in  174S,  and  was  conse- 
quently t^venty-seven  yeai's  of  age  in  the  year  in 
which  the  i-evohitionary  war  (V)nimenced.  There  are 
two  circumstances  wliich  indicate  t  hat  he  had  not  ])een 
long  in  tliis  country  at  that  time.  First — The  lirst 
deed  from  him  which  is  recorded  in  this  state  de- 
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scribes  liiiii  as  Gf'orge  Fl<^]uing  of  Orange  county, 
•without  naming  any  town  as  his  residence,  wliicli 
would  indicate  tliat  lie  had'  acquired  no  fixed  resi- 
dence in  this  country  up  to  the  date  of  that  deed, 
wliicli  was  in  1700.  Second— The  fact  that  he  seldom 
recorded  his  deeds  ijidicates  tJiat  he  had  been  brought 
up  in  a  country  where  it  wds  not  customary  to  have 
evidences  of  title  i-ecorded. 

We  hear  nothing  of  General  Fleming  ujiti]  the 
organization  of  the  r<-giment  somerimes  known  as  the 
New  York  Kegiment  of  Artillery,  sometimes  as  rh^ 
2nd  iSr.  Y.  xirtillerv,  but  ol'tener  as  Col.  Lamb's  re^ri- 
ment.  Tiiat  regiment  vras  organized  in  1777,  to  take 
the  place  of  a  regiment  formerly  comnmnded  by 
Colonel,  (afterwards  GeiierHl)  John  Lamb,  which  had 
been  the  First  New  York  artillery  ;  com})osed  of  men 
who  Vv^ere  eidisted  for  short  terms  ;  most  of  whom 
were  captured  at  Quebec  ;  after  which  the  regiment 
was  never  gathered  togt^ther  again,  as  the  terms  of 
most  of  tlie  men  exjured  l)efore  they  wei-e  exchanged 
for  British  prisoners.  The  ne^v  regiment  was  com- 
posed of  sevei-al  companies  enlisted  in  the  Hudson 
river  country,  one  company  enlisted  near  Bordentown, 
New  Jersey  ;  and  two  companies  of  Connecticut  vol- 
unteers who  were  tni-ned  ovnr  by  that  state  to  New 
York  in  view  of  the  nation's  need  of  artillery  men, 
although  they  bad  nut  been  enlisted  for  the  artillrry 
service.  General  Fk^ming  was  |»rol>ably  among  tiiose 
Connecticut  volunteers.  He  became  a  captain  of  onr* 
of  the  companies  and  served  with  tlie  regiment  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  exce])t  during  a  short  time  vvljile 
he  was  a  membei'  of  tli;/  staif  of  G^.m^']'al  DuPortaii. 

The  regiment  was  not  often  engaged  in  very  active 
service,  but  was  posted  in  the  Hudson  Highlands  sev- 
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eral  years  doing-  aarrison  duty.  .Two  of  its  companies 
%wei'e  detached  to  accompaiiy  Suljivan's  expedition, 
bnt  General  FJeining  reinai?!ed  witii  tiie  otiier  })art  of 
tlie  regiment  at  tliat  time  in  garrison,  and  in  Se])tem- 
ber,  1779,  lie  had  the  honor  of  ])residing  over  a  trial 
hy  court  martial  at  West  Point. 

An  orderly  book  kept  by  Captain  Fleming,  now  be- 
longing to  the  Cayuga  County  Historical  society, 
sliows  that  he  and  his  coiiipany  were  posted  at  various 
places  in  the  Iliglilaiids  during  all  of  the  thne  vv'hich 
that  record  covers,  which  is  a  large  part  of  the  3"ears 
1780  and  17S1  Among  other  ev^^nts  which  occurred 
daring  that  time  vrere  the  capture,  trial  and  execurion 
of  avfajor  Andre,  of  wlioni  niv  ntion  is  made  in  the 
book.  The  date  at  v;hicii  tiiat  record  ceases,  is  proba- 
bly the  time  when  Captain  Fj^rsihig  l)ecame  a  mem];)er 
of  G-eneral  DuPortaihs  srall.  Genei'al  DuPortail 
comnumded  tlie  arrillery  of  the  allied  French  and 
American  armies  at  tlie  siege  of  Yorktown. 

General  Fleming  pariicipated.  in  tJie  march  from 
New  York  to  Virginia,  and  in  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Yorlctown ;  and  he  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Lord 
Corn^vallis  and  his  ^uniy. 

It  was  probably  wiiile  he  was  stationed  in  Orange 
county  that  Generi^.l  Fk'ming  made  the  acqruiintance 
of  a  little  girl  ^^  i■o]n  he  afterwards  married.  Phebe 
Birdsye  Yelverton.  dcOtghier  of  Aiithoiiy  Yelverton  of 
New  AVindsor,  belonged  vo  a  family  v^•hich  had  i-esid- 
ed  in  Orange  couj rjy  for  sever;il  generations.  Her 
grandfather,  Jolni  Yelverton,  Avas  a  large  hind  owner 
in  that  county.  She  \\'as  nineteen  years  younger  than 
Captain  Fleming  and  was  fourteen  years  of  age  wlien 
Yorktown  su rre i id e rec  1 . 

Little  is  known  as  to  wh^re  Gem-ral  Fleming  lived 
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or  how  lie  was  occupied  from  the  close  of  the  war  un- 
til his  removal  to  Cayuga  count}^  The  delay  in  al- 
lotting- bounty  lands  to  the  soldiers  kept  many  of 
them  in  an  unsettled  state  for  years  after  the  war 
closed,  and  Captai]i  Fleming  may  have  been  waiting 
to  realize  upon  his  bounty  lands  l)efore  determining 
what  to  do. 

A  large  tract  of  land  known  as  the  Military  tract 
was  set  apart  for  the  New  York  soldiers.  It  includ«^d 
portions  of  Tompkins,  Schu}'ler,  AVayne  and  Oswego 
counties,  and  all  of  Cayuga.  Seneca,  Onondaga  and 
Cortland  counties  except  certain  lands  reserved  for  the 
Indians.  It  was  surveyed,  and.  laid  out  into  town- 
ships of  60,000  acres  each.  Ev«-ry  township  had  a 
name  and  numbei',  and  was  divided  into  100  lots  of  600 
acres  each.  Every  lot  had  a  number.  Township 
number  eiglit  was  called  Aurelius,  and  included  the 
present  city  of  Auburn,  and  towns  of  O\^'asco  and 
Fleming,  and  most  of  the  towns  of  Sennett,  Throoj) 
and  Aurtdiiis.  Tlie  remainder  of  the  present  tovvm  of 
Aurelius  was  part  of  the  East  Cayuga  Indian  reserva- 
tion. The  lots  were  selected  by  ballot.  A  soldier  who 
drew  a  lot  could  pjiy  the  survey  fees  and  receive  a 
l)atent  for  the  entii'e  OOO  acres,  or  lie  could  liave  550 
acres  and  allow  tlie  state  to  sell  50  acres  for  expense  of 
the  survey. 

The  long  delayed  balloting  took  place  in  Septem- 
ber, 1700,  and  Captain  Fleming  dr^'W  as  his  portion 
lot  No.  ^}5  in  the  township  of  Aurelius,  lot  No.  6  in 
the  toAvnship  of  Locke,  and  lot  No.  16  in  the  township 
of  Scipio.  He  paid  tlie  survey  fees  on  the  two  first 
mentioned  lots  and  received  the  entii-e  lots,  but  proba- 
bly being  in  tinancial  end)arrassments  by  reason  of  the 
long  delay,  he  sold  his  interest  in  lot  No.  16  in  Scipio 
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tlie  same  moutli  of  September,  ITIhX  before  it  was  de- 
termined who  slioiild  pay  for  the  survey.  The  price 
was  tliirty  i)oands,  or  about  twenty-five  cents  an  acre. 
That  lot  is  next  north  of  tlie  one  on  whieli  Scipio  vil- 
hige  stands,  v.nd  is  about  eleven  miles  from  Auburn. 
In  September,  1793,  Captain  Fleming  and  Pliebe,  his 
wife,  conveyed  some  land  which  had  belonged  to  Mrs. 
Fleming's  grcindfatlier.  by  a  df^ed  which  stares  Caj)- 
tain  Fleming  s  I'esidence  as  Orange  county,  without 
giving  the  name  of  any  town  as  his  home.  As  this  is 
the  th'st  recorded  deed  in  which  they  jedned.  and  the 
one  in  September,  179(),  was  from  Captain  Flendng 
alone,  their  marriage  pjobably  occurred  between  the 
dates  of  the  two  deeds. 

In  1796.  Captain  Fleming  purchased  some  land  in 
Xewl^urgh  by  a  deed  which  states  his  residence  as 
AVest  Point.  Soon  after  that  Captain  Fleming  re- 
moved to  Cayuga  county  and  settled  upon  lot  No.  95 
Aurelius,  which  was  one  of  the  three  lots  drawn  by 
him.  That  lot  is  in  the  i)'dn  of  the  old  townslii]  )  of  Au- 
urelius  which  now  forms  the  town  of  Fleming.  The 
south  line  of  the  lot  is  the  town  line  between  Fleming 
and  Scipio,  and  the  west  line  is  about  half  a  mile  east 
from  the  town  line  of  Spiingport.  The  I'oad  from 
Fleming  village  to  The  Scjuare  runs  through  it.  Fam- 
ilies by  the  name  of  \'anAi'sdale  and  Perry  now  occu- 
py portions  of  it. 

Captain  Fleming's  removal  to  that  place  must  have 
seemed  to  his  friends  like  an  abandonment  of  civiliza- 
tion. Such  roads  as  existed  in  the  neighl)orhood  were 
very  poor  and  little  travelled.  The  road  through  his 
farm  was  only  laid  out  in  170,").  Tlie  country  was 
mostly  covered  vrith  forests  and  was  scarcely  settled 
yet.    The  farm  wasn't  on  the  highway  between  any 
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large  places.  It  is  now  on  the  niain  road  l^f-tween 
xliibiirn  and  Ithaca,  but  Auburn  and  It^iaci)  were  then 
only  beginnin,£>-  to  shovv-  signs  of  becoming  villages  in 
tlie  fur  lire.  The  nearest  tlouring  mills  were  at  Hai-- 
denbui'gh's  corners  and  Ludlowville.  Tliere  was  a 
store  at  Aurora  and  thi'ee  at  Auburn,  but  no  schools 
or  churches  in  the  neighborhood.  There  was  no  news- 
paper published  in  the  county,  and  there  were  no 
nuvils.  A  letter  might  be  posted  at  Oswego  or  Fort 
Stanwix,  each  forty  or  fifty  miles  a^,vay,  but  there  was 
no  posl'Oifice  at  Ilarclenburgh's  corners  until  18!30,  and 
tiien  tlie  mail  only  aj'rived  once  a  forinight,  but  that 
was  abf)Ut  eight  miles  from  General  Fleming's.  Be- 
sides all  that,  the  Indian  reservation  was  only  about 
half  a  mile  from  his  farm,  and  tiiat  was  a  drawback, 
not  only  l)ecause  the  Indians  were  so  near,  but  because 
there  v.-as  a  large  tract  of  land  withheld  from  settle- 
ment by  tlie  white  men. 

The  early  settlers  of  that  region  were  many  of  them 
people  of  intelligence  and  education,  who  would  not 
live  numy  years  with.out  the  comforts  and  advantages 
of  civilization.  The  roads  about  th.em  w^ere  soon  im- 
proved, schoolhouses  and  churches  were  built,  com- 
fortable homes  vrere  created,  and  as  early  as  1801 
thei'e  was  a  postolTice  ar  Scipio,  and  a  weekly  newspa- 
per was  published  at  Watkins'  settlement,  about  two 
miles  soitth  from  General  Flenjins;\s,  and  another  had 
been  published  at  Levanna.  In  ISOlthe  mail  at  Ilarden- 
bnrHi's  corners  arrived  semi- week! \',  and  soon  the 
stages  began  to  pass  General  Fleming's  house. 

The  tii'st  few  yeai-s  of  life  in  the  nesv  country  must 
liave  been  years  of  hardship.  Eoads  had  to  l)e  nuide, 
houses  and  barns  built,  lands  cleaned,  wells  dug^ 
fence.>  laid,  tools  had  to  be  b]"ought  from  a  distance, 
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nnd  crops  earned  a  long  ways  To  market  :  laborers 
weje  scarce,  and  besides  all  that  there  was  a  feeling  uf 
ins^^curity  on  account  of  Indians  and  wild  animals. 

The  educated  >ettler  also  had  duties  whicli  do  not 
devolve  upon  the  farmei-  of  the  present  day  to  any 
exteiit.  He  was  frequenth'  the  surveyor  for  his  neigh- 
l)orhood,  the  x)hysician  for  his  own  family  and  ser- 
vants, and  sometifues  conducted  religious  services 
among  his  friend's  and  neigiibors.  To  gua]'d  against 
some  of  tlie  dangers  and  inconveniences  of  his  new 
life.  Gen.  Fleming  brought  with  him  to  his  new  home 
live  dogs  and  seven  negroes.  Slavery  had  not  been 
ab(^lished  in  New  York,  and  according  to  tradition  his 
negroes  were  slaves,  but  the  inventory  of  his  estate 
does  not  show  that  he  ow-jied  any  slaves.  He  built  a 
house  somewhat  in  advance  of  ids  time,  not  such  a 
house  as  we  should  expect  to  hnd  in  a  forest  at  any 
time.  It  was  a  large,  two-story  frame  house,  with  a 
wide  liall  running  through  the  center  of  the  main 
part,  with  t^vo  good-sized  rooms  on  each  side  of  the 
luili,  the  one  used  as  a  parlor  being  17  feet  by  19. 
The  rooms  on  the  second  floor  corresijonded  witli  those 
on  the  first  tloor.  There  was  an  extension  to  the 
house  in  tlie  rear,  which  contained  the  Idtchen  and 
woodshed.  Tlie  house  still  stands.  It  is  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road  from  Fleniin.g  village  to  the  Poi^lar 
Eidgo  road,  a  short  distance  nortliea^t ^riy  from  its 
junction  with  the  to^^'n  line  road  between  Sciijio  and 
Fleming.  It  has  a  row  of  poplar  trees  in  front  of  it. 
The  grounds  snrrotmding  it,  and  connected  with  the 
house  were  spacious,  and  were  formerly  well  stocked 
with'  fruit.  The  style  in  which  the  piacr-  was  kept, 
was  stich  tliat  it  was  .spoken  of  in  the  newsj)aper  no- 
tice of  General  Flendng's  death  as  "  his  seat  in  this 
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town."    An  idea  of  the  manner  of  General  Fleming's 
]ife  ran  be  obtained  from  an  inspection  of  his  h6 
and  farm,  and  the  inventory  of  his  estate,  on  tilb  ^ 
Cayuga  county  surrogate's  office,  and  from  a  kncr  i- 
edge  of  the  people  b^^  whom  lie  was  surrounded,  c 

The  inventory  of  his  estate  shows  that  lie  was  not 
the  owner  of  a  single  stove,  not  t-xen  a  cook  stove, 
but  he  ov\-ned  sevei'al  pairs  of  large  brass  andir^/ns 
and  a  pair  of  brass-tipped  andirons.  Each  of  vhe 
four  rocmis  on  the  tiist  floor  of  tlw  main  i)art  of  /r*s 
liouse  contained  a  large  open  lire-place,  so  large  that 
only  a  tall  person  could  reach  the  articles  standing  on 
the  high  wooden  mantle  which  overhung  it,  and  as 
wood  wa^  very  plenty  and  vei-y  ciieap,  it  was  not  dil^ti- 
cult  to  keep  warm,  and  it  was  not  extra  vagant  to  keep 
cheerful  fires  burniag.  The  tire-place  in  the  kitch- 
en was  so  large  that  a  man  might  have  walked  into 
it  wlien  it  was  not  obstructed  l>y  the  large  cj'ane,  with 
the  kettle  hanging  from  it.  The  family  baking  was 
d(me  in  a  large  brick  oven  by  the  side  of  the  lire- 
place. 

The  honse  w^as  lighted  with  candles,  set  in  polished 
])rass  and  plated-ware  candle-sticks,  and  with  one 
large  oil  huup.  It  was  carpeted,  in  whicli  respect  it 
diifered  from  the  houses  of  some  of  tlie  neighbors. 
'I'lie  walls  were  ornamented  with  engravings,  and  a 
ma])  of  tile  state  of  Xev,'  York. 

The  large  diniug  table  was  of  mahogany;  the  othei' 
tables  were  of  mahogany  and  cherry,  but  the  most 
valiudde  piect^  of  fiirnitui'e  in  the  house  was  the  Gen- 
eral's large  side-board.  He  had  also  a  fair  supply  of 
silver  ware  and  decanters.  Aiuong  other  articles  of 
furniture  iu^■entoried  w(U'e  a  portable  desk,  a  candle 
stand,  a  chest  c,f  di^awers,  a  dozen  A\'indsor  chairs 
and  a  large  easy  chair. 
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General  P'le]niii<4:'.s  libnirv  would  not  be  coiisiderecl 
iarge  one  in  these  times,  l)iit  it  was  larger  than  those 
,  ossessed  by  his  neighl)()^^.  The  titles  of  the  books 
•mdicate  his  taste  in  reading,  and  also  show  what 
books  were  useful  to  a  man  living  as  he  did.  He  un- 
doubtedly studied  uar  as  a  s(rience,  for  among  his 
books  were  The  Art  of  War.  liules  and  Articles  of 
^Var,  System  of  Discipline,  Sti.^ubeirs  Exercise,  Field 
''iUgineei'.  Yanghii's  Fortiiication,  ]^.l.Jler  on  Fortilica- 
'ion  and  Artillery,  M.  DeElund  on  Defense  of  Places, 
Synie's  Militaiy  Guide,  and  Smythe's  regulations  for 
ye  anuy. 

He  also  had  a  mnnber  of  historical  and  ])iographical 
works.  includiniiAVashinu-ton's  Lett<^rs,  Washintrton's 
E[)istles,  Ramsay's  Washington,  History  of  the  Wai-^ 
History  of  America,  History  of  Kentucky,  Flowers  of 
History,  French  Eevolution,  Life  of  the  Queen  of 
France,  Life  of  (T(?neral  Moreau,  Life  of  Bonaparte. 
His  medical  i)ooks  wei'e  :  Buchan's  Domestic  Medi- 
cine, Wallis  on  Diseases.  Cullen's  Practice,  and 
Hedge's  Strictures  on  Brown's  pji^^mentary  Medicine. 
Among  his  I'eligious  woi'ks  were  Barclay's  Apology, 
Addison's  Evidtuices.  Watt's  Psalms,  Stei'ne's  Ser- 
mons, The  American  P readier,  1'he  Gosp^^l  its  own 
Witness,  Beauties  of  the  Bible,  and  Pilgrim's  Prog- 
ress. Among  his  miscellaneous  books  were  :  An  En- 
cyclop.Tdia  in  eight  volumes.  'I'he  (Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Laws  of  the  State  of  Xew  Vork,  two 
volumes,  Fariner's  Assistaiit.  Fisher's  ( '(nn])anion. 
Jones'  Firework^,  a  volume  of  logaiirhms,  Locke's 
Essays,  Seneca's  Morals,  Zimmerman  on  Solitude. 
Morse's  Geogra])hy,  two  volunu^s.  a  French  G'rammar. 
French  and  English  Dictionai-y,  three  English  Di(^- 
tionaries,  Mair's  Book-keeping,  six  volumes  of  the 
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Xevr  York  Ma,2:^izine.  Tlionison's  Seasons,  Don  Quix- 
ote, Paul  and  Viimnia.  and  quite  a  r  ninber  of  works 
of  liction  not  read  at  tliis  time.  Among  other  articles 
appearing  in  tlif  invenr';)ry  are  07ie  riHe.  one  fov>ding 
piece,  one  pocket  pistol,  two  swords,  belt  and  dagger 
case,  one  box  of  surveyor's  instruments.  com]>ass  and 
cliains,  old  Frencli  watcli. 

The  live  stock  inventories  consisted  of  foitr  horses, 
two  yoke  of  oxen,  live  cows  and  twenty  other  cattle, 
one  hundred  and  tliir^y  slieep.  twt-nty-six  hogs  aud 
pigs. 

The  crops  inventoried  were  wheat,  corn,  potatoes, 
buckwheat  and  hay. 

The  fanning  iniplements  included  two  wooden 
X)lows,  four  iron  pitchforlvs,  a  ditching  machine,  a  fan- 
ning mill  and  a  set  of  di-ag  teeth.  He  also  own^d  two 
tvv'o-horse  wagons,  one  old  coach,  one  cart,  one  cutter, 
two  men's  saddles  and  one  side  saddle.  In  the  first 
years  of  his  life  in  this  county,  he  and  Mrs.  Fleming 
probably  did  most  of  their  traveling  on  horse  back. 

General  Fleming"  s  fainily  consisted  of  his  wife  and 
two  sons,  cme  of  wliorn  vras  named  after  his  old  com- 
mander-in-chief, George  Washington  Fleming,  the 
other  after  the  chief  of  tiie  American  artillery,  Hen- 
ry Knox  Flendng.  Tliey  both  lived  at  home  until  tiie 
death  of  their  fatlier.  Henry  had  an  unfortunate  ap- 
petite for  strong  diijik.  and  became  an  habitual  drunk- 
ard. George  r)robably  worked  liis  father's  farm  on 
shares,  a^  the  general's  interest  in  the  crops  invento- 
ried was  an  undivided  half. 

John  \^elv-rton  who  was  probably  Z^Irs.  Fleming's 
brother,  purchased  a  faiin  very  near  the  Fleming's  in 
the  town  of  Scipio.  arid  although  he  sold  out  after  a 
few  years  and  nioved  to  Manlius,  be  was  ^-ometimes  at 
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tlif'  Fleiiiinii-'s  residence  after  liis  i-emoval.  was 
tljere  after  the  general's  death,  and  assisted  Mrs. 
Fleming  in  inventorying  the  estate  by  acting  as  one  of 
the  ap})raisers. 

The  Fleming's  relations  witli  tlieir  neighbors  were 
pleasant.  Among  th»^ir  near  neighbors  were  Captain 
Edward  Wheeler,  wliose  biography  has  been  read  to 
tills  society,  Keuben  Doty,  Natlianiel  Adams,  Law- 
rence V.  Snydam,  Gen.  Joseph  Pettits,  Orange  Wil- 
kinson and  Elijali  Perry,  most  of  whom  have  descend- 
ants in  this  county.  They  also  maintained  social  re- 
lations amounting  to  intimacy  witli  a  fevr  families  in 
Aubtirn,  stich  as  tlie  families  of  David  Horner,  David.. 
Brinkerholi.  Hugh  Watson  and  George  Leitcji.  the 
latte]'  of  whom  was  in  some  way  i elated  to  tliein.  or 
connected  with  them  by  niari'iage.  General  Fleming- 
came  to  the  backwoods  for  tlu^  purpose  of  leading  a 
retired  life.  Although  the  towji  of  Aurelius  elected 
in  some  years  over  eighty  town  ofiicers,  inchiding  six- 
ty higliway  commissioners  and  ])at]Lmasters,  it  does 
not  appear  f]'om.  the  election  re^iorts.  recorded  iu  tlie 
towji  record  boo!;,  that  he  was  ever  elected  to  an  of- 
fice, or  that  he  \vas  ever  a  candidate  foi-  one.  lb'  was 
not  ever  elected  to  any  state  or  county  ofhce  either. 

But  althotigh  not  an  office  hohder.  he  was  active  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  a  good  citizen,  and  took 
an  interest  in  matters  tending  to  promote  the  public 
welfare.  He  was  a  member  ol  the  CaytJga  Agricul- 
tural soci'^ty,  organized  in  1818.  He  was  occasionally 
charged  with  the  execution  of  trusts  by  the  surro- 
gate's court  of  this  county,  the  most  important  of 
whicli  was  the  general  guardi;;nj,hip  of  George  F. 
Leitch,  then  the  richest  iivfant  in  the  county.  As  Ids 
ward's  pro]">ert\'  consisted  larg<dy  of  real  estate  the  care 
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of  it  was  a  coiisiderable  rt'spoiisibility.  Together  with 
Saniue]  Cui!ips(jn  and  David  BrinkerliutF,  he  was  an 
admiinstrator  of  tlie  estate  of  George  Leitch,  de- 
ceased. Tile  administrators  were  required  to  give  a 
bond  for  sriO.OOO.  wliicli  was  a  very  large  amount  for 
any  one  in  Cayuga  county  to  give  a  bond  for  in  that 
time.  The  fact  that  tliey  could  give  su(di  a  bond  and 
the  character  of  the  men  who  signed  it,  sliows  the  es- 
timation in  whicii  they  were  held  in  the  community. 
The  sureties  on  tin-  bond  were  Mr.  Jehiel  Clark,  after 
whom  Clarksville  i^  n-uned,  John  H.  Hardenburgh, 
Judge  Josepli  L.  Richardson.  Hon.  Nathaniel  Garrow. 
M.  C.  and  Matthew  Bevier,  a  son-in-law  of  old  Col. 
Hardenburgh. 

The  news])a])er  account  of  General  Flenjing  pub- 
lislied  slu)rtly  after  his  death,  says  that  ui)on  the 
outbreak  of  the  ^^ar  with  Givat  Britain  in  1812,  Gen- 
eral Fleming  was  among  the  first  to  oifei'  his  counsel 
and  assistance  to  the  government,  and  that  he  ren- 
dered valuable  services  during  the  war.  but  does  not 
state  what  the  services  were.  Judge  Hall,  whose  re- 
searches in  local  history  have  been  very  extensive,  is 
authority  for  the  statement  that  he  received  an  ap- 
pointment of  some  kind  from  the  go\'ernor  of  this 
state,  and  was  at  one  tiiUf^  in  command  of  the  fort  at 
Oswego.  The  a})pointment  was  perhaps  only  tempo- 
rary, 01  may  have  required  a  coniirmation  from  the 
senate,  which  it  did  not  receive,  as  his  name  does  not 
appear  in  Ihe  lists  of  oflict^rs  in  the  militia  records  at 
Albany.  In  course  of  time  General  Fleming  began  to 
sell  his  land,  and  probably  used  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  in  improving  his  home.  In  A]nil,  1812,  Mrs. 
Fleming's  father  having  died,  she  and  her  husband 
conveyed  the  land  which  she  inherited  from  him  in 
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New  Wiiidsoi",  to  Jolm  D.  Niclioll,  who  in  the  same 
year  purchas^^d  part  of  General  Fleniin::r's  land  in 
Xewburg.  In  1812  they  sold  lifty  acres  of  land  in 
Locke  10]"  s-J2j.  or 'S4.50  an  acre.  In  1813.  tliey  sold 
100  acres  in  Lock^  for  s41:?.r)n.  In  l^U  tliey  sold 
about  loTJ  aci-es  on  lor  No.  9."),  Anrelius  for  s3.62G  to 
Orange  Wilkinson.  In  ISlo  they  sold  to  Elijah  Perry 
r.bout  oOf- acres  on  lot  05,  Anrelius,  for  svi,31T.71  and 
in  the  same  year  they  sold  15  acres  lot  No.  88.  Anre- 
lius, for  $25.  There  is  no  deed  for  that  piece  of  land 
to  Gen.  Flt^ming  recoixled,  and  that  was  probably  on- 
ly a  deed  for  the  i)nr])Ose  of  maldng  their  bonndary 
line  certain.  In  1820  they  sold  15  acres  on  lot  95,  An- 
relius, to  Eiijali  Perry  for  8450.  or  830  an  aci'e.  Gen. 
Fleming  died  October  Jst.  1822.  in  Ids  74th  year,  at 
his  home,  and  Ids  funeral  wliich  took  place  on  the  3d 
of  October  was  a  notable  event  in  the  annals  of  the 
neighborhood.  The  funeral  procession  v.hicli  started 
from  his  home  at  2  o'ch)ck  r.  m.,  included  an  escort  of 
two  companies  of  soldiers.  Captain  Lewis'  com})any  of 
dragoons,  and  Captain  A\"lieeler's  grenadiei-s.  nndei' 
commaiid  of  Colonel  Richard>ou.  General  Fleming  s 
horse  and  military  accoutrements  were  in  the  proces- 
sion. The  pall  ])earers  were  eight  revolutionary  vet- 
erans, Major  B.  ,1.  \'anYalkenburgh.  the  most  promi- 
nent revolutionary  soldier  in  the  county,  was  the  most 
notable  pers(.)n  wlio  look  pai  t  m  tiu:  services.  The 
Anbni-n  bells  Avere  tolled  fi'om  two  o'clock  until  snn- 
down,  and  a  cannon  was  lired  at  intei'vals  duilng  the 
same  time,  on  Fort  Hill.  About  tliree  ndles  from  the 
villag*^  on  the  load  from  Fleminu-  I'o  Auburn,  the  ])ro- 
cession  vras  joined  by  Col.  Brinkerlioif  with  the  (pin- 
cers of  tlie  local  miliiia  regiment  in  full  uniform,  and 
Captain  Fitch's  Auburn  giuirds,  and  Captain  Durs- 
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1  on's  artillory.  A  larux-  V);)(ly  of  ritizens  joiiipcl  the 
l)r()ces>>ion  on  the  Soutli  sn-.^cr  roaJ.  about  lialf  a  mile 
from  Auburn.  Tlie^  proci^s.^iou  marched  to  St.  Peter  s 
church,  and  from  th<^nce,  after  appro];)riaTe  services,  to 
tlie  North  street  cemetc^ry,  where  the  AuVnirn  guards 
fired  a  voHey  over  tlie  ^L^rave. 

By  l)is  will.  General  Fleniiug  gave  his  farm  to  Mrs. 
Fleming  in  iieu  of  dowei*.  He  gave  to  his  son  George 
the  undivided  oncdiaff  of  ooo  acres  iii  Locke  and  oup 
acre  in  Scijno,  and  lands  in  Newburg  and  New  Wind- 
sor. With  regard  to  his  son  Henry.  Ise  said:  1 
give  and  bequeath  to  my  executors  heieinafter  named, 
in  trust  loi-  my  beloved  son  Henry  Knox  Fleming,  tlie 
one  equal  undivided  lialf  part  of  all  the  lands  abovt- 
devised  to  my  son  Geoigv  ;  but  in  case  my  beloved 
but  unfortunate  son,  Henry  Knox,  should  at  any  time 
after  my  death,  become,  in  the  opinion  of  ray  execu- 
tors hereinaftei-  named,  capable  of  managing  his  own 
alfaij"s  in  a  decent  and  prudent  manner,  then  and  in 
that  case,  I  do  authorize  my  executors  to  transfer  the 
projjerty  above  devised  to  his  own  use,  over  to  him, 
his  lieirs  and  assigns  forever."  The  executors  named 
in  the  will  were  Mrs.  Fleming,  George  W.  Fleming, 
David  Brinkeihoff  and  Joseph  L.  Richardson.  Mr. 
Brinkerhoir s  death  preceded  General  Fleming's  about 
three  months.  The  other  three  persons  named  admin- 
istered the  estate.  Shortly  after  General  Fleming  s 
death  the  family  removed  toAubuni,  wliereMrs.  Flem- 
ing T)urchased  a  house  and  lot  on  East  Genesee  street. 
The  house  was  a  snjall  one,  and  stood  a  few  feet  back 
from  the  street  on  the  westerly  part  of  the  pi'emises 
nowoccujned  by  H.  W  Howland,  esq.  It  was  removed 
about  1868.  to  a  lot  further  east  on  the  same  street. 
Mis.  Fleming's  neighbors  in  tins  phicii'  were  most  of 
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tlieni  peo]»le  of  educatiGn  and  intelligence  aiid  good 
social  |)()siti()n.  The  neiahborliood  mixy  have  had 
some  aristocratic  pretensions.  On  the  corner  of  East 
Genesee  and  Fulton  streets  in  tlie  house  since  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Adam  Millar,  lived  Mrs.  Brinkerhoff,  a 
daughtei-  of  Col.  Harden!) ui"uh,  and  the  widow  of 
General  Flnniings  intimatt- friend.  David  Erinkerhoff. 
wdio  had  bt^en  a  man  ox  large  means.  In  the  only 
house  between  them  lived  Gov.  P^nos  T.  Tliroo]). 
Around  the  corner  of  Ov/asco  sti-eet,  nearly  in  the 
rear  of  Mi's.  Fleming  s  lot,  lived  Ca})t.  Obed  Folger, 
the  uncle  of  the  late  secretai-y  of  tlie  treasury.  On 
the  western  C(»7-ner  of  East  Clenese^^  and  Ov»'asco 
streets  lived  Cci.  Sanun^l  B<'}]a]ny,  a  liberal  and  pub- 
lic sx>irited  citizen,  a  ptirt  loundei'  of  the  Bellamy  and 
Edwards  professorshi]>  in  the  Auburn  theological  sem- 
iriary.  Next  door  to  the  westwai'd  lived  Hon.  Rich- 
ard L.  Smith,  master  in  chancery,  and  distj'ict  attor- 
ney  of  this  county.  On  the  eastern  corner  of  Gene- 
esee  and  John  streets  the  Rev.  Di]'ck  C.  Lansing,  pas- 
tor of  the  Fii'st  Presbytei  ian  church,  resided.  In  the 
house  now  occupried  by  Dr.  Forman.  lived  ^Ir.  Conrad 
TenEyck.  an  instiuctor  of  young  men.  and  l)etween 
them  lived  the  maternal  grnndparents  of  Di'.  Fraidv 
H.  Hamilton,  vrho  attended  President  Garheld.  Her<-, 
surrounded  by  agreeable  neighbors,  Mr.-..  Flehiing  re- 
sided for  al)Oiit  hlteen  years.  She  enjoyed  tlie  esteem 
of  the  connniinity.  to  mauy  mem])ers  of  which,  not 
her  relatives,  sh*^  was  known  as  Aunt  Flemiuii." 
Her  acquaintance  was  not  limited  to  tlie  persons  re- 
siding near  her:  among  her  most  trusted  fi'iends  were 
Colonel  Ilai  vey  Rhoade.s  of  Sennett  and  James  S.  Sey- 
mour, e.->(p,  of  Aubiu-n.  whom  sh^  named  as  the  exec- 
utors of  her  will.    Henry  Ivnox  Fleniirig  resided  with 
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Ills  motlier  iiiitil  liis  denili.  \shi(']!  occiirred  before 
hers.  He  studied  law,  but  lie  never  i-ei'onried  his 
habits,  which  became  so  much  worse  that  it  linally 
became  necessaiy  to  have  a  committee  appointed  over 
him. 

George  AV.  Fleming  removed  to  Junius.  Seneca 
county,  and  from  there  to  Syracuse,  where  he  is  said 
to  have  died  unmarried,  ^[rs.  Fleming  had  tiie  sor- 
row to  see  him  follow  in  his  brothers  evil  course. 
Such  of  Ids  land  in  Locke  as  he  Imd  not  previously 
sold  was  sold  by  the  she)*ilT  on  an  execution  against 
him,  M]"s.  Flenung  becoming  tin-  purchaser.  Mrs. 
Fleming  sold  her  farm  in  1823  foi'  sti,70()  to  Eman- 
uel D.  Hudson,  wlio  afterwards  sold  it  to  a  Mr.  Xaii 
Arsdale.  The  VanArsdale  family  have  resided  on  it 
ever  since.  In  1837  Mrs.  Fleming  purchased  the 
house  ]iext  east  of  the  First  Pres])yterian  ciiurch  on 
Franklin  street,  to  which  siie  removed.  Slie  died 
there  in  June,  1838.  and  was  buried  beside  her  hus- 
band in  North  street  cemetei-y.  In  the  minds  of  many 
of  our  elder  citizens  who  ivuew  Mrs.  Flendug  in  llieir 
childhood,  a  pleasant  recollection  of  lier  has  survived 
her  for  half  a  century. 
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THE  BURNING  OF  THE  ST.  JAMES, 

WITH  SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  TJTE  EARLY  TAVERNS 
OF  AUBURN  AND  VICINITY. 


TJie  burning  of  tlie  St.  James,  formerly  the  Ameri- 
can Hotel,  on  the  26tli  of  March  last,  was  an  event  in 
local  history,  whicli  is  worthy  of  l  ecord.  The  Ameri- 
can was  tile  coJinectlng  link  between  the  primitive  inn 
or  tavern  of  our  forefathers  and  the  hotel  prox)er  of 
modern  times.  It  was  a  distinct  institution  of  its  kind 
in  our  communit}',  wliich  had  many  clierished  associa- 
tions, especially  for  the  generation  immediately  piv- 
ceding  our  own.  But  such  associations  were  with 
the  Anitricau^  and  the  St.  James  did  not  inherit  them. 

When  the  hotel  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Anthony 
Shinier,  in  1870,  the  name  was  changed  to  the  St. 
James.  Why  the  name  Amei  ican sliould  give 
place  to  "St.  Janies"  rather  than  to  the  apparently 
more  apposite  pseudonym  St.  Anthony,''  or  why  it 
should  have  been  changed  at  all,  ma}^  at  this  day  ex- 
cite inquiry.  Bar  it  was  the  result  of  far-sighted  bus- 
iness sagacity.  Hotel  names  are  not  exempt  from  the 
requirements  of  fasliion.  The  name  ''American,"  as 
applied  to  hotels,  had  become  jj»(/.s5€,  was  ''olf  color." 
"  American  hotels  "  throughout  the  country  were  re- 
jmted  as  second  class.  European  styles  were  coming 
into  favor,  and  St.  Nicholas,  St.  Denis,  St.  Charles,  St. 
Janres,  and  the  like,  in  the  absence  of  personal  or 
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prox^rietary  names,  were  taking  tlie  lead.  So  the 
'•American''  succumbed  to  the  supposed  popular  pi-e- 
judice  of  the  travelling  public. 

The  St.  James,  as  the  American  Hotel,  had  many 
interesting  liistorical  associations.  Its  register  could 
boast  the  names  of  distinguislied  native  and  foreign 
celebrities  who  had  shared  its  hospitalities,  and  its 
halls  had  been  the  scene  of  many  events  of  more  or  less 
local  imp(n'tance.  Here  the  great  expounder  of  the 
constitution,  Daniel  AVebster,  supt  and  slept,  when 
journeying  hither  in  a  political  campaign.  It  afforded 
a  temporary  refuge  to  the  distinguished  Hungarian 
X)atriot,  Louis  Kossuth,  who  can:ie  to  aj)peal  for  aid  to 
restore  the  lost  cause  of  Hungary.  From  its  portals 
the  erratic  Alvah  Rude  was  unceremoniously  ejected, 
eliciting  from  him  the  complacent  remai-k  that  "he 
did  not  seem  to  l)e  wanted  there.''  In  its  halls,  one 
of  our  business  men  of  long  standing,  arid  still  j^er- 
sistently  active,  though  slenderly  successful,  com- 
menced his  career  in  our  community,  by  teaching  a 
spelling  school,  composed  of  the  untutored  clerks  and 
salesmen  in  our  stores,  after  closing  hours  in  the  ^^'in- 
ter  evenings  long  ago.  How  many  social  and  inoffen- 
sive games  of  whist  have  been  played  in  its  chambers, 
.by  magnates  of  the  l)ench  and  bar,  no  record  shows, 
none  remains,  except  in  the  fading  memories  of  a  few 
wlio,  in  lire's  late  afternoon,  are  rapidly  jouiTLoying 
down  the  sharp  descent  which  leads  to  the  undiscov- 
ered country. 

Eut  I  must  not  linger  longer  in  the  realm  of  fancy. 
History  is  rehuitiess  in  its  demand  for  facts.  As  so 
few  facts  relating  to  the  American  are  obtainable  at 
this  day,  I  shall  assume  your  pennission  to  associate 
with  my  central  theme,  such  ])articulars  as  I  have 
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been  able  to  glean  concerning  kindred  institutions, 
which  bear  upon  the  transition  from  the  tavern  or  inn 
of  a  ])ast  generation  to  the  hotel  of  today. 

I  have  found  it  not  a  little  difficult  to  pi  ocure  com- 
plete and  satisfactory  informa.tion  upon  my  subject. 
The  local  journals  of  early  dates,  so  far  as  I  liave  se- 
cured access  to  them,  are  provokingly  barren  of  local 
news.  Political  discussions  occujjy  by  far  the  larger 
space  in  the  newspapers  of  those  days,  while  the  col- 
umns where  we  shotdd  ntituially  expect  to  Ihid  a  rec- 
ord of  events  about  home,  are  gi\'en  over  to  what,  in 
our  early  school  readers,  were  termed  ''Didactic 
Pieces.'^  ^or  has  the  tavern  seenu:^d  to  have  been  of 
sufficient  importance  to  wajraiit  dehnite  mention  in 
the  early  chronicles,  or  in  the  later  compilations  of 
those  who  have  made  researches  into  our  eaily  history. 
Not  that  the  tavern  was  unimportant  in  its  way.  On 
the  contrary,  it  seems  to  have  bf/en  a  kind  of  **  stake 
and  stones,"  a  monument  which  everybody  knew  and 
from  which  he  could  take  his  i»ea rings  to  other  ]>oints. 
For  instance,  June  3d,  1818,  Richard  L.  Smith  adver- 
tises that  ''he  has  removed  to  his  new  office  two  doors 
east  of  Hufman's  Tavern,  opposite  Lynch* s  ColTee 
House,  and  the  Bank  of  Au))iii*n.''  This  is  a  little 
confusing  to  one  wlio  lias  kiiown  the  staid  Baidv  of 
Auburn  for  iifty  ycdi's  or  more  as  identified  with  the 
red  brick  building  nearly  op])osite  State  street.  But 
the  early  settler  solves  the  difficulty  with  the  infor- 
mation that  the  Bank  of  Au!)urn  was  opened  in  1817, 
in  the  brick  building  wliich  was  then  Demaree's  Tav- 
ern and  is  now  the  western  part  of  the  National 
Hotel  building.  Maich  10.  1820.  Richai'd  L.  Smith 
and  Parliament  Bronson  announce  their  co-partner- 
ship as  ''Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law^/'  with 
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tlieir  office  ''opposite  Lyncli's  Coffee  House,  and  two 
doors  east  of  Hiifniaii  House,"  indicating  tliat  the 
bank  had  then  sought  otlier  cpiarters,  which  was  true. 
March  4,  1817,  Garrow  &:  Lynds,  hatters,  advertise 
their  store,  ''directly  (/])posite  Coe's  Hotel.  March 
21,  182,"),  Lynds  Carpenter,  hatters,  '"opposite  Hud- 
son's Hotel,  advertise  a  dissolution  of  co-partnership. 
Carpenter  &  Bodley  continuing  the  business.  Car- 
penter's hat  store,  at  the  present  day  in  the  same 
location,  identities  *'Coe's  Hotel''  and  ''Hudson's 
Hotel"  with  the  later  West  em  E-xcliaugc.  May  20, 
1824,  Harvey  Wilson  advertises  grave  stones  for  sale, 
"a  lew  doors  east  of  the  Atibiirn  Center  House.''  As 
Mv.  Wilson  vv'as  long  iilentilied  witli  the  store  at  the 
corner  of  Genesee  street  and  Seminary  avenne,  the 
Center  House  is  pretty  accurately  located  by  the 
advertisement,  although  no  vestige  of  this  once  i)OX)u- 
lar  inn  now  remains. 

Finding  the  records  of  the  day  so  meager  in  facts,  I 
liave  pieced  out  my  information  by  inquiiies  of  some 
of  the  earlier  residents  of  our  city,  who  still  remain 
with  lis.  xVnd  here  1  have  not  found  entire  concord 
of  recollection,  nor  dehniteness  in  detail.  The  memo- 
ry of  the  aged  tiptoes  around  among  importaut  facts 
with  the  agility  of  a  Higldander  in  the  sword  dance. 
The  exasperating  and  continued  presence  of  "Mi\ 
What-was-his-naine,"  in  these  intervievvs,  tries  the 
patience  of  the  most  comxilacent  intei-viewer. 

By  persistent  effort  I  tiave  secured  some  facts  which 
seem  to  me  reliable  and  which  I  shall  therefore  pre- 
sent, well  k)io\ving  that  paiHes  whom  I  have  not  seen 
and  records  which  I  have  not  found  leisure  to  consult, 
could  add  lai'gely  to  my  imperfect  sketch.  1  can  (.>n1y 
hope  that  what  1  ju'esent  may  induce  others,  who 
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licive  furtlu^r  kiiowledge  of  tlie  sul)ject  to  make  it 
public. 

Local  histories  are  authority  for  the  statement  that 
Samuel  Bristol  opened  the  iii'sr  pul)lic  liouse  or  tavern 
in  Auburn  in  the  yeai*  179.5,  in  a  log  cabin  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  G-enesee  and  Xorth  streets.  It 
seems  to  have  run  a  sliort  career  as  a  tavern,  for  as 
eai'ly  as  1805  it  was  vacant  and  lor  some  time  aifordced 
temporary  shelter  to  wayfarers,  'i  ne  site  was  after- 
wards purchased  by  Eleazar  Hills  and  occuxned  for  a 
grocery  store  as  early  as  1815.  The  next  statement 
that  I  lind  is  to  the  elT"Ct  tliat  William  BostAvick  built 
a  double  log  house  on  the  north  side  of  Genesee  street 
on  the  site  of  the  present  Beach  block  in  1708.  which 
he  occupied  with  his  family  in  1799  and  soon  after 
ward  opened  as  a  tavern.  I  am  positively  assured  by 
descendants  of  Mr.  I3ostwick  that  the  latter  part 
of  this  statement  is  erroneous.  The  house  was  built 
on  the  site  of  the  present  store,  Xo.  97  Genesee  street, 
but  was  never  opened  as  a  public  house.  The  hospi- 
tality of  the  pioneers  was  proverbial,  and  the  latch- 
string  was  alv.-ays  out  to  the  wayfarer  at  the  home  of 
AVilliam  Bostwick.  This,  coupled  vvutli  the  fact  that 
he  was  reputed  to  have  been  an  iim  keeper,  prior  to 
the  time  of  taking  up  his  residence  in  Auburn,  doubt- 
less gave  rise  to  the  statement.  However,  Mr.  Bost- 
wick did  build  a  ''new  framed  tavern''  in  1803-01,  at 
the  cornel' of  Gen.esee  and  Exclnu:ge  streets,  v.diich  may 
justly  )ve  claimed  as  tlie  xrioneer  institution  of  its  kind 
in  Auburn.  It  was  hirge  and  commodious,  witli  ample 
barns,  stables  and  slieds,  *'aifordino-  u'ood  acconmioda- 
tions  for  man  and  beast."  On  the  4th  of  July.  180."), 
the  first  i)ublic  ball  in  Auburn  was  given  in  Bostwiclv's 
Tavern,  commencing  at  3  n.  yi.  and  "closing  with  the 
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approach  of  night"  in  accoidance  with  the  notions  of 
IDi'opiiety  Oi  our  ancestoj's.  Tlie  celebriited  Lafayette 
ball  was  also  given  liero  in  182.">.  },Ir.  Bostwick  kept 
this  tavt'rn  until  ^la}'  1,  181(3,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  Canlleld  Coe.  The  business  of  the  house  being- 
prosperous,  Mr.  Coe  enlarged  it  by  quite  an  extension 
on  Exchange  street.  He  conducted  the  house  for 
about  eight  years,  when  he  tra,nsferred  it  to  Enuinriel 
D.  Hudson,  who  further  enlarged  and  imxu'oved  ii, 
putting  it  in  about  the  condition  it  was  in  its  latter 
days.  Mr.  Hudson  cliristened  it  tlie  '"Western  Ex- 
change," wdiich  n.nne  it  bore  till  18G8,  Vvlien  it  gave 
place  to  the  three  stores  on  the  west  corner  of  Ex- 
change and  Genesee  streets,  and  the  post  office  block 
on  ExcliaJige  street.  Benjamin  Ashley  was  the  last 
proprietor. 

Next  in  importance,  if  not  in  the  order  of  time,  was 
the  Center  House,"  which  was  located  on  the  point 
of  the  ihit  iron  where  Genesee  and  Marlvet  (then  Cen- 
ter) streets  meet.  This  inn  was  begun  by  William 
Smith  in  1805  and  completed  by  David  Horner  in  .i8()G, 
who  conducted  it  ahoiit  six  years.  Cluirles  Reading 
bought  it  in  1812,  and  kept  it  abou.t  four  years.  1 
find  a  notice  of  an  ordirnuice  to  build  sidewalks,  made 
by  the  village  trustees,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Reading's 
Inn  in  1815.  In  ISIG,  JSilas  Hawley  was  the  pro]n-ietoi\ 
and  to  him  succeeded  Hecicon  HeTiry  Amerman  as 
apx»ea]'S  by  the  follovving  notice  which  I  find  in  one  of 
the  pax)ers  of  that  pei  iod  ; 

^'TAVERN. 

"Henuy  Ameumax,  would  infoj'ui  his  friends  and 
the  publick  that  he  has  purchased  the  tavern  stand, 
lately  occupied  l)y  Siids  Ilntcic.n,  in  the  village  of 
Auburn,  near  the  bridgv,  and  has  opened  it  for  tbeii- 
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use  a.s  a  publick  liouse.  From  its  cf^ntral  ])0.sition,  its 
laj'ge  accomniodarions  and  iris  assiduous  attention  to 
the  cares  of  those  Avho  call  iip(>n  him,  he  hopes  to 
inei-it  the  favoitrs  of  his  friends  and  the  publick  gen- 
erally. 

*'l\o  noisy  rabbles  will  be  allowed  a  place  in  his 
house  whereby  the  rest  of  the  weary  may  be  disturbed. 

"Liquors  and  otlier  lefreshments  of  first  quality 
will  be  furnished. 

**  Auburn,  Jan.  7.  1818.*' 

Deacon  Aniernum  kept  ch-:^  inn  till  1822,  and  was 
su.cceeded  by  Andrew  Brown.  Abijali  Keeler  adver- 
tist^s  the  ''CentL-r  Hou.^e"  for  sale  or  rent,  April  23d, 
182S.  The  la.-^t  proprietiu'  was  llodiuan  Seargent,  in 
1829,  when  it  was  ])Ottght  by  Ezekiel  Williams,  who 
built  the  block  of  stores  now  standing  tij^on  tiie  site  of 
the  old  inn.  Tlie  building  itself  was  removed  to  Ful- 
ton street,  where  it  still  stands  and  is  occtipied  as  a 
residence  by  William  Lamey.  This  tavern  seems  to 
have  been  popular  and  well  patronized  in  its  da}'. 
Judge  Ilichardson.  in  partnership  with  Enos  T. 
Throop,  ox)e]ied  tiieir  oihce  here  for  the  practice  of 
law.  The  First  Presbyterian  l_'htircli  Society  was 
orgauizt'd  in  the  ''long  I'oonr'  of  tlie  Center  House  in 
1810,  and  tlie  lirst  Sab!)ath  school  for  white  cliildien 
was  organized  in  1810,  a  similar  school  for  colored 
children  having  beeii  previously  organized.  I  hnd  a 
curious  adLveitisement  of  Albert  Hagerman,  a  barber, 
under  date  of  February  10,  1818,  to  the  efi'ect  that  ''as 
he  wishes  to  attend  Sunday  school,  he  will  attend  cus- 
tomers until  9  i\  Saturday  evening  and  until  school 
commenct'S  Sunday  morning,  and  not  after." 

Xext  in  order  was  the  "Farmers'  Inn,"  whirh  was 
built  in  1801,  and  ojjened  as  a  tavern  in  18o0  by  Cap- 
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tain  fafte'nvards  Deacon  i  Henry  Auiernian.  This  was 
tlie  favorite  resort  of  farm^^rs,  \\  ho  were  suninioned  to 
the  village  to  attend  conrt  as  jurors,  witnesses,  etc. 
Captain  Amennan  sold  out  to  Matliias  Hnfnian  in 
September,  1816,  and  a  little  more  than  a  year  after 
became  proprietor  of  the  Center  House.  Hufman  sold 
to  Timothy  Strong,  and  tlie  p]'operty  afterwards 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Emanuel  D.  Hudson,  who 
built  the  i^resent  brick  structure  known  as  the  ''Ead- 
ney  House."  about  the  time  that  the  freight  depot  of 
the  Aubum  Syracuse  R.  E..  Co.  was  located  a  fcAv 
doors  west — where  the  skaking  rink  now  is. 

Li  1808,  a  tavern  was  built  on  the  south  side  of 
Genesee  street  about  rnidwav  betvreen  Exchano-e  and 
South  streets,  V)y  Watrous  Pomi'oy  for  Jonatlian 
Russel.  Mr.  Pomroy  opened  ii  and  kepi  it  for  aJjont 
two  years,  when  Capt.  Robert  L.  Tracy  bought  and 
conducted  it.  In  1816  it  vras  knovrn  as  Powers'  Tav- 
ern. a7id  James  C.  Field  locates  his  store  as  opposite 
tliereto.  Capt.  Tracy  died,  and  Zenas  Goodrich,  w  ho 
was  the  proprietor  of  a  tavern  on  Xortli  street,  near 
the  R.  R.  crossing,  hereinafter  mentioned,  being  a 
widower,  united  his  fortunes  with  tliose  of  the  widow 
Tracy,  and  thus  became  the  propiietor  of  this  house, 
which  in  the  fall  of  J816  took  tlie  name  of  '"Goodrich 
Iim."  January  G,  1818,  Zenas  Goodrich  advertises 
for  a  *'good  steady  sober  mam  as  a  l)ar-keeper,*' 
which  would  indicate  that  sx>ecial  qualilications  were 
required  for  this  position  even  at  that  early  day.  In 
1^^24  it  was  known  as  John  Griswold's  Hotel,  and 
AVilber  Dennis  locates  his  store  three  doors  east  of  it. 
Holt  and  Curtis  took  the  management  in  ]8'2o,  in 
v.diich  year  the  village  trustees  met  there  and  ordered 
(certain  houses  to  be  removed  horn  the  south  side  of 
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Genesee  street  i\s  bein,ix  encroachinents  upon  the 
street.  I  lind  a  call  under  date  ol  July  15,  1828.  for  a 
Republican  caucus  to  meet  at  Ellsworth's  Hotel, 
whicli  I  surniise  means  this  house,  altliongh  I  have 
met  no  one  who  could  inform  me  as  to  ''Ellsworth's 
Hotel."  The  management  subsequently  passed  into 
the  hands  of  several  diiTerent  parties,  among  whom 
were  Harlow  C.  AVitherell  and  Jonas  White,  Jr.,  and 
in  1835  gave  way  to  nuike  room  for  the  present  Ex- 
change Block. 

In  ISlu,  Hewitt  Clinton  visited  Auburn  and  in  a 
letter  giving  some  i]iformation  as  to  the  village,  men- 
tions the  fact  that  it  contains  four  taverns.  These, 
I  suppose,  were  the  three  hereinbefore  described,  Bost- 
wick's,  the  Center  House,  the  Farmers'  Inn,  and  the 
Willard  Tjivern  of  whicli  more  hereafter. 

Coming  down  to  a  later  date  I  find  the  following : 

''AUBURN  COFFEE  HOUSE. 

"  Tlie  large  white  buikling  on  the  hill  a  few  rods 
east  of  the  postofhce  in  this  village,  and  but  two  doors 
from  the  Bank  of  Auburn,  has  lately  been  htt(:^d  up 
for  the  acco]nmodation  of  the  public.  The  subscriber 
has  been  at  great  expense  to  render  his  house  commo- 
dious for  tlie  travel  ei". 

"Private  T'ooms  can  be  furnished  for  Ladies,  Gentle- 
men and  Families:  and  no  pains  vv'ill  be  spared  to 
make  their  sojourning  comfortable.  Order  sliall  be 
preserved  through  the  house.  The  out  buildings  are 
convenient  and  the  stabling  good. 

''LAWRENCE  LYNCH. 

"Auburn,  Dec.  6.  1817/' 

The  Lynch  Coffee  House  was  v/hat  is  now  the  east- 
ern part  of  tht'  National  Hotel.    The  Bank  of  Aubuin 
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'vas  Opened  in  The  brick  building  whieli  n^/vr  forms  tlie 
western  part  of  tlii^  Ilotei.  Tlir-  banlv  nin>i  liavt^  been 
located  lieiv  but  a  sliort  tinw'  pievious,  as  an  election 
of  directors  was  called  to  be  lield  at  the  AY«^stern 
Exchange  Nov.  13,  1817.  This  brick  building  was 
known  as  Deniaree's  Tavern.  I  have  been  able  to 
learn  but  little  concerning  it  except  that  jNfr.  Beniai'ee 
was  too  much  of  a  Teuton  to  keep  a  Yankee  Tavern. 
The  lionse  was  better  adapted  for  a  boarding  house 
than  for  a  tavern  and  Ipan^d  rather  to  the  order  of  a 
boarding  house,  esp»ecially  in"  the  later  stages  of  its 
career.  It  must  have  been  oj>ened  as  a  tavern  but  few 
year.^  at  nujst  before  the  date  of  the  location  of  tlie 
ba]}k  there,  and  ^vas  probably  continued  as  a  tavern 
up  to  1836.  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Saterlee 
^^'arden.  who  occupied  it  as  a  private  residence.  It 
continued  a  private  residence  np  to  1854,  vrheii  it  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Parnielee  and  united  vrith  the 
old  Pannelee  Tavern,  under  the  name  of  the  Xational 
Hotel,  Avhich  name  it  still  bears. 

Smith  Sz  Pannelee  became  the  proprietoi's  of  the 
Lynch  Coll'ee  House,  succeeding  Brigham  Fay  about 
1S20.  Mr.  Smith,  (who  was  the  Martin  Smith  of  the 
old  tavei'n  at  the  head  of  Owasco  Lake,  where  the 
Cascade  House  now  stands.)  remained  only  a  year  or 
two,  but  Mr  Parmelee  conducted  the  house  as  Par- 
melee's  Tavern  until  his  death.  This  tavern  was  very 
popular,  particularly  with  farmers. 

In  the  papers  uf  this  date  I  find  next  the  following : 

ENTEETAINMENT. 
* '  Allen  Wa  rd en 
Respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  the  public 
that  lie  has  removed  to  the  village  of  Auburn,  and 
has  opened 
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A  Pi: m AC  HOUSE 
in  the  white  building,  wliicli  is  pleasantly  situated  n^^ar 
the  State  Prison,  where  he  trusts  liis  ac(n)niniodations 
are  such,  liis  assiduity  to  X)lease,  to;^ether  with  a  stock 
of  excellent  liquors  well  laid  in,  and  moderate  chari^es 
tht»t  he  will  merit  and  receive  a  share  of  public 
patronage. 

'"N.  B.    A  few  genteel  boarders  will  be  accommo- 
dated on  niodei-ate  terms. 
Auburn,  Jan.  19,  1817.^' 

This  was  the  old  Prison  Hotel,  corner  of  State  and 
Chap})el  streets,  opposite  the  Prison,  gate.  T  ain  in- 
formed l)y  one  of  his  decendants  that  AVatrous  Pon\- 
roy  0})ened  the  tavern  and  ke])t  it  the  lirst  year.  This 
I  think  must  be  a  mistake,  for  the  house  was  built  by 
Isaac  Lytle.  who  was  contractor  for  building  tjie 
Prison,  and  work  upon  this  institution  was  not  com- 
menced till  the  summer  of  1810.  Tlie  tavern  and  lul- 
joining  buildings  were  burned  on  Sunday  evening 
August  24,  1828.  and  in  the  iiext  issue  of  the  ]>a]'er 
Mr.  T.  J.  Mc  Master,  Foreman,  in  behalf  of  the  liie- 
men  attached  to  Engine  No.  2,  acknowledged  the 
''attention  of  the  Trustees  and  Fire  AVardens  of  the 
village,  the  Hon.  G.  Pow'-rs  and  other  citizens,  in  ^(ro- 
viding  timely  and  necessary  refreshments  at  the  lire.** 

The  tavern  vras  reluiilt.  but  lost  its  i-eputation  and 
stood  for  some  time  unoccupied,  wlien  on  anoiher 
Sunday,  some  yeiirs  ag(\  it  slowly  burned  to  the 
ground,  the  etforts  of  the  liiemen  to  extijiguish  the 
llames  being  apparently  aimed  to  make  the  work  of 
destruction  more  com})]ete 

On  the^oppo.^ite  cd-nei*  wliere  tlie  New  York  Centi'al 
Passenger  l)e[  i)t  tiow  stands.  James  Hickson,  about 
the  same  time,  Imilt  and  opened  the  "  Hcd  Taren//' 
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a  luiine  wliicli  (^xi'laiiis  the  signilicniire  of  Mr.  Wiir- 
den's  ''ivliiti  build ing,^'  wliile  east  of  the  Warden 
tavern,  on  the  north  side  of  Chapel  street,  adjoinii;g 
tlie  present  railroad,  was  Thomas  TIieks(jn\s  tavern 
which  lias  since  continued  to  be  kept  as  a  ptd)lic  liouse 
and  is  now  known  as  Saddler's  Hotel. 

There  seems  to  have  been  at  an  early  da.te  a  tavern 
at  the  sonth-west  corner  of  North  and  York  streets, 
which  was  known  as  the  Goodrich  Inn,  ke]3t  by  Zenas 
Goodrich.  In  18:29,  it  was  known  as  Champhiin's 
Tavern.  March  4.  1818,  Zenas  Goodricli  iidvertises  for 
sale,  the  well  known  fanu  and  tavern  stand,  sitnate 
one  mile  aad  a  ijalf  nortii  of  Anbura,  on  the  old  Gen- 
esee road,  i North  street,)  containing  84  acres  of  hrnd, 
with  stone  qtmi-ry.  A  few  rods  beyonds  tood  another 
tavern  on  wlnit  is  now  the  Sears  farm.  Both  have 
long  since  disjip.peared. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention  the  old  Sexton  tavern, 
which  stood  near  the  south-east  corner  of  Genesee  and 
Division  streets,  opposite  the  i)resent  works  of  the 
E.  D.  Clapp  Manufacturing  Co.  May  14,  1817,  John 
M.  Daboll  advertises  that  he  has  taken  this  tavern  of 
Z.  k  D.  Hall  and  k)cates  it  as  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
west  of  Auburn.  Mr.  Sexton  seems  to  have  occuj)ied 
it  as  early  as  1828,  for  the  J  r)8th  Regiment  is  ordered 
to  rendezvous  at  Sextoms  Inn,  Sex)tember  10th  of  that 
year. 

In  1833,  the  Denuiree  block  on  Genesee  street,  near 
the  entj'aiu^e  to  Market  sii'eet,  w^as  built,  and  in 
August  1839,  the  three  stores  in  the  center  of  the  block 
were  fitted  up  and  o])ened  us  a  hotel  by  Horace  A. 
Chase,  This  was  known  as  the  Auburn  House.  It 
was  for  many  years  a  ])Opular  house,  its  large^and 
commodious  asseml)ly   room  making  it  an  especial 
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fuvorii<:^  w  itli  riiH  danciDg  publir.  Jenny  Lind  juition- 
ized  tliis  ]iou<e  in  her  visit  here  in  lSi)i.  About  1804 
it  was  aV)andoned  as  a  hotel,  and  a  school  was  opened 
tliere.  It  was  burned  in  the  v.inter  of  1S.56.  if  I  recol- 
lect rigiit.  and  being  refitted  has  since  lieen  occupied 
for  stores. 

My  record  would  be  incomplete  if  I  failed  to  men- 
tion the  Bank  Coffee  House,  located  on  Genesee  street, 
some  four-  or  live  doors  west  of  the  corner  of  State 
street.  Here  the  Aubui  n  Artilleiy  ar^  ordered  to  ren- 
dezvous July  16. 182S.  Bacon  Maxvrell  are  tlie  pro- 
prietors. Here  ''the  Old  Line  Mail.  Pilot,  Eagle  and 
Telegrapli  Stages  from  the  east,  tlie  Pilot  an.d  Tele- 
grapli  from  the  west,  and  the  Ithaca.  Home)*  and 
Canal  coaclies  arrive  and  depart  daily.'* 

Col.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  3od  Regiment  Artillery,  or- 
ders a  court  martial  at  the  Bank  Coffee  House  in  May. 
1830.  Mr.  Seward  seems  to  have  been  so  faithful  and 
deserving  a  soldier  as  to  have  secured  promotion,  for 
under  date  of  Febnuiry  19,  182-"),  I  find  an  order  of 
Col.  GridJey,  Wm.  H.  Seward.  Adjutant,  calling  a 
meeting  of  the  158th  Regiment  at  the  house  of  Azor 
Brown,  which  was  situated  on  North  street  wliere  the 
Columbian  Block  now  stands.  This  house  seems  to 
have  been  a  unique  institution,  peculiar  to  those  days, 
Xjart  garden,  part  theatre,  and  }>art  eating  house. 
Here  in  IS'iO,  the  celebrated  Edmund  Keaii  played 
Othello. 

I  must  not  neglect  to  call  attention  to  the  name  of 
the  ''Ban.k  Coffee  House."  At  this  time  and  foi* 
some  years  previous  "Coffee  House"  was  a  favorite 
and  innocent  sounding  synonym  foi-  tavern,  and  every 
place  of  an.y  importance  had  one  oi-  more  *•  Coffee 
Houses.*' 
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I  liave  tiius  sketclied  in  brief,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  trace  them,  the  liouses  of  ])iiblic  entertaiiiiiieiit 
in  enrly  Aiilnirn.  1  resist  the  temptation  to  extend 
my  researclies  beyond  the  vilhige  limits,  for  the  reci- 
tal would  weary  your  patience.  I  am  told  that  there 
were  no  less  than  hfteen  taverns  witinn  a  3'adiiis  of 
five  miles  of  Auburn,  exclusive  of  those  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  village.  Tliere  were  eight  be- 
tween AuV)urn  and  Cayuga  Bi'idge,  in  fact  the  famous 
Genesee  Turnpike  Nvas  literally  lined  with  them.  All 
the  principal  roads  leading  into  the  village  were  lone- 
some, if  one  could  not  find  a  tavern  iis  often  as  oiu^e 
in  tliJ'ee  miles.  Wluit  supported  sucli  a  multitude  of 
these  houses  ?  Transient  travel  nuunly.  It  was  the 
period  of  migration  and  settlement.  Emigrants  on 
foot,  on  horseback,  in  wagons,  poured  in  a  steady  and 
continual  stream  from  the  east  to  the  then  wilderness 
of  Western  ]^^e\v  York  and  Oliio.  Stages  loaded  with- 
in and  without  with  prospectors  or  with  settlers,  tore 
through  the  country  at  the  rate  of  three  or  four  miles 
an  hour  in  'vgood  going"'  and  stopped  at  each  tavern 
to  water  tlie  horses,  if  for  notliing  iiiore. 

Anotlier  important  interest  was  teaming.  Loads  of 
merchandize,  in  transit  from  Albany  to  Buffalo  and 
intermefliate  points,  and  returning  cargoes  of  grain 
were  constantly  passing  over  tlie  great  turnpike.  In 
the  then  condition  of  the  turnpike,  three,  four,  and 
often  seven  or  eight  horses  were  required  to  drag  the 
loads  over  th(.'  heavy  roads.  At  Reed's  taverii,  a 
sliort  distance  west  of  Auburn,  as  many  as  one  liund- 
red  of  these  draft  hoi-ses  wei'e  often  stabled  in  a  single 
night,  ^fan  and  beasf  must  l)e  fed  and  sheltered,  aiid 
the  tavern  rose  to  the  emergency.  True,  the  income 
was  not;  extravagant,  a  shilling  f or .  a  **nieal,"  six- 
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pence  foi'  locliriii,!;-.  eigiireen  i^eiice  for  stabling  and 
feeding  tlie  team,  tliiee  cents  for  'Mliree  lingers  of 
whislvy,"  sixpence  ffn*  a  draught  of  brandy,  was  a 
slow  process  of  accnnirdating  a  fortune,  but  the  age 
of  niillionaii'os  liad  not  st^t  in. 

Wiien  the  canal  was  com})] e led,  tlie  taveiTi  becanie 
nervous  and  settled  into  a  decline.  When  the  railroad 
came  tliunderiug  tlirougii,  the  tavern  gave  np  in  des- 
pair. The  old  stage  coacli  was  stored  away  in  tiie 
shed  and  the  grass  grew  green  in  fi'ont  of  tlie  tavern 
where  but  yesterday  tlie  sAvift  wheels  of  the  coach 
raised  clouds  of  du^t.  The  numberless  'aosts  from  the 
old  world  were  Hying  throuu-li  th(;^  land  on  swifter 
wheels.  Thejagv-^  of  sTea?n  had  <iHwned  and  the  tavern 
of  the  early  day  liad  fuliilied  its  mission. 

FoJ' the  beneiit  of  those  vrliose  niemory  does  not  ex- 
tend back  to  tlie  [>ahny  days  of  the  rural  tavern,  T 
ventu.re  to  describe  one  which  is  tyt>ica.l  of  all,  as  T 
remember  it  in  its  later  days. 

A  long  two-story  frame  building,  set  finsli  with  the 
highway,  witli  a  "stoop"  or  phrtforin  extending  the 
entire  length,  for  convenience  of  getting  into  and  out 
of  the  stage-coach.  A  door,  midway  of  the  h)ng  front, 
ox)ens  into  a  hall,  wliicli  extends  tlirough  lite  main 
building  to  the  dining-room  in  the  rea?-.  At  th.e  left 
as  you  enter,  a  door  leads  to  a  j)lainly  furnished  la- 
dies' sitting  room.  Just  beyond  this  dooi-  the  staiivs, 
leading  to  the  "long  room,"'  vrhidi  usually  com]:>]'ised 
the  entire  second  tloor  of  tlie  main  part.  Opposite 
the  door  to  the  ladies"  sitting  3'(;oni,  a  dooi*  from  the 
hall  leads  to  the  bar-room,  but  an  outside  door,  usually 
at  the  end  or'  the  house,  is  the  mor--  common  enri'ance 
to  this  popular  resort.  On  one  side  of  This  room  a 
large  open  iire-placo  aifords  auiple  room  for  big  blaz- 
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inglogs  in  winter.  Tlie  bar  in  onproi  ner  exhi])its  de- 
canters labeled  "Wliisky."*  '•Bi'andy,"  "Gin," 
'*Rum/'  etc.,  in  gilt  letters.  To  add  to  the  effect,  be- 
tween the  decanters  oi  liqnorscre  ranged  glass  cans  of 
stri]jed  pe])perniint,  ov  red-tiiited  wintergreeii  candies, 
and*,  lemons.  The  assortment  is  completed  by  a  few- 
clay  pipes,  didl  blue  paper  packages  of  line-cut  smok- 
ing tobacco,  and  i)erhaps  on  the  top  shelf  one  or  two 
boxes  of. cigars,  these  latter  only  in  later  times.  Ad- 
jacent to  the  tavern  in  rear,  oi-  across  the  way  in  front, 
stood  the  commodious  barns,  and  ample  shedis,  tinder 
which  any  one  might  shelter  his  team  and  feed  Vvdth- 
out  cost,  if  he  brought  his  own  fodder.  Prominently 
in  front  of  the  tavern  was  tlie  well,  with  its  wooden 
pump  and  pail  for  watering  the  horses  of  any  vrho  chose 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege.  If  the  "lay  of 
the  land''  admitted,  as  was  not  un frequently  the  case, 
the  waters  of  a  spring  on  a  neigliboring  hill  were  en- 
ticed through  pnmp  logs  to  the  end  of  the  long  stoop 
where  a  "pen-stock''  })Oured  the  limpid  water  into  a 
log  trough  set  at  a  convenient  lieight  for  watering  a 
lioi'se.  Xot  iinireqnently  three  or  four  speckled  trout 
would  be  imprisoned  in  this  trough,  so  plentiful  were 
they  in  our  streams  in  the  early  days.  One  thing  more 
must  not  be  forgotten.  In  front  vras  the  sign  post. 
This  was  a  post  some  twelve  feet  in  height,  surmount- 
ed by  an  oblong  oi^  an  elliptical  sign-board,  decorated 
usually  with  some  ki:id  of  trimmings,  ajtd  here  a])- 
peared  the  name  of  the  proprietor,  '"Ca^' field  Coe, 
Ixx.  *'  Sometimes  sim i uy  the  proprietor' s  name,  some- 
times simply  "Taa  etlx."  Sometinit-s  in  ])lack  letters 
on  a  white  back-ground,  sometiines  in  gilt  h^tteis  on 
a  dark  blue  back-grouPid.  Such  was  the  tavern. 
Tlie  host  of  the  tavern  of  early  days  is  an  extinct 
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species.  He  was  a  man  ol'  character,  and  respected  in 
his  comrnnnity.  He  neither  desired,  nor  sought  pro- 
motion oiitjside  the  line  of  his  work.  His  aim  in  life 
was  to  make  his  guests  comfortable  and  * 'keep  tavern" 
well.  He  silently  disappeai'ed  when  tlip  old-fashion- 
ed tavern  srave  wav  to  the  hotel. 

Who  were  the  frequenters  of  the  taverns  in  tliosH 
days,  aside  from  the  transient  gtiests  i  Every])ody, 
more  or  less  regularly,  who  lived  in  the  vicinity.  Day 
time  and  evening  during  the  dull  season  of  winter,  the 
oracle  of  the  village  occupied  the  best  seat  in  front  of 
the  fire,  and  others  were  langed  around  in  the  order 
of  importance.  The  Ishmaelite  usually  stood  leaning 
against  tlie  bar.  or  lianging  on  to  the  mantel  over 
the  lire-i)hice,  but  rarely  said  anything  unless  spoken 
to.  Politics  were  discussed,  and  crop  prospects  and 
local  matters  talked  over.  A  game  of  chequers  was 
usually  in  progress  in  some  ]>art  or  the  room.  Wlien 
"the  spirit  niovt^l."  one  ^vordd  approach  the  bar  and 
take  his  bitters,  drawing  from  the  depths  of  his  pock- 
et the  required  tlir-ee  coppers  to  pay  the  exx)ense. 
Then  he  resumed  his  seat  or  went  home.  He  rarely 
asked  anybody  to  drink  v.  ith  him.  It  was  a  free  shovr 
and  any  one  was  at  liberty  to  buy  las  ovrn  vrhisky. 

Was  theie  as  mucli  drunkenness  in  tho^e  da.ys  as  at 
present  ?  Upon  this  point  opinions  differ — the  weight 
of  the  evidence  seems  to  be  that  tht-re  vras  not.  The 
tavern  had  not  become  a  resort  for  drinking,  saloons 
were  unkno\v-n.  Still  evei-y  household  had  a  sui)ply 
of  liqtiors.  A  barrel  of  whisky  was  regarded  essential 
to  the  campaign  of  haying  and  harvesting,  as  much  so 
as  a  mower  and  reaper  is  lo-day.  Xearly  everyone 
drank  more  or  less,  i)ut  the  nn mbei-  who  draidv  to  ex- 
cess was  limited.   With  the  decline  of  patronage  from 
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teaiiuiig  and  stiigiiig,  ivsiilting  from  the  completion  of 
the  canal,  the  taverns  wliicli  continued  in  oppiation 
were  forced  to  resort  to  varions  devices  loi'  Iveeping  np 
their  income.  Dancing  parties  became  more  freqtient, 
and  at  tiiese  and  other  gatherings  immoderate  dri] ik- 
ing wa?.  ratlier  encouraged,  especiaHy  at  ta\'erns  oi 
waning  fortunes.  The  natural  i-esnlt  ^vas  the  agitatioii 
of  tlie  Temperan.ce  question.  On  tlie  2d  of  April, 
1828,  a  numljer  of  citizens  of  a  neighbormg  village 
met  "according  to  previous  agreement  for  tlie  piirpo-e 
of  considering  whether  anytliing  can  be  done  for  the 
sn]>pression  of  vice  and  immorality,  and  particnlarly 
intemperance."  "After  much  discnssion  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions,"  ^vhich  were  re- 
j)()rted  and  adopted.    'J'iie  tirst  was  as  follows  : 

'^Btsolred,  That  v.e  wUl  not  use  distilled  spirits  as 
a  fasliionai>]e  beverage,  o]'  snffer  them  to  be  used  in 
our  landlies  or  by  otu'  workmen,  tmless  it  shall  ap- 
pear to  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  liealth." 

A  prominent  physician  being  a  member  of  tlie  com- 
mittee, peJ'haps  accounts  foi-  the  saving  clause  in  the 
I'esolution. 

I  have  adverted  to  the  dancing  parties  of  early  days 
given  at  the  Tavern.  1  v/ould  not  be  nnderstuod  that 
tliese  were  always  scenes  of  dissipation.  On  the  con- 
trary, public  dances  in  those  days  were  quite  the 
thing,  and  our  best  citizens  did  not  hesitate  to  conn- 
tenance  and  take  part  in  Ihenu  Particidaj'ly  in  our 
rural  taverns  the  entiiv  neighbui'hood  turned  (>tit  to 
these  festivities.  The  foiiith  of  July  was  a  favorite 
day  for  a  "ball."  Carriages  would  come  streaming 
ui>  to  the  tavern  by  noon,  and  early  thereafter  the 
''long  room"  would  be  a  place  of  gayety  which  often 
continued  until  sunrise  of  the  following  day.  These 
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were  not  ^'Germans,'"  but  old  fasidoued,  solid  dances, 
Moyiie  Mvsk,^'  ScofcJi  Reel,"'  and  later  tlie  staid 
Cotillions  interspersed  with  The  T€ni2)ebf,"^  SpcDi- 
ish  BcniceS"  etc.  The  lady  or  gentlemen  who  could 
not  sjn-ing  at  least  a  foot  from  the  floor  and  ''cut  a 
pigeon  wing,'*  was  not  counted  r.n  expert. 

The  following  notices  which  I  clip  from  a  journal 
of  the  early  days  will  bi'ing  back  pleasant  memoi  ies 
to  some  of  our  older  residents. 

-MR.  ANDREAVS"  PUBLIC. 
''Mr.  John  C.  Andrews  respectfully  informs  the 

EADIES    AND    C4ENTLEMEN    of    Aul)Urn    that   llis  llrst 

Public  will  take  place  oii  Thursday,  the  2()lli  inst..  at 
tiie  Western  Exchange,  at  6  o'clock  p.  m. 

Parents  and  Guardians  are  respectfully  im  ited 
to  attend. 

•'Auburn,  11th  March,  1828." 

''AUBURN  ASSEMBLY. 
''The  Managers  give  notice  that  tlie  third  Cotil- 
lion Party  will  be  held  at  the  Westei'u  Excliange  on 
Thui-sday  evening.  January  29,  1830.    Cai-riages  will 
be  in  readiness  at  5  o'clock  p.  m." 

These  cards  of  a  later  date  niay  not  be  without 
interest  : 

"DOCTOR  PERES'  COTILLION  PARTY. 

"You  ai-e  respectfully  invited  to  atteiid  a  Cotil- 
lion Partv  at  the  \\'kstePvN  ENoiiAXcrK,  in  Auburn, 
on  Thursday  next,  at  7  o'clock  p.  m. 

"October  81,  1842. 

"  Carriages  in  attendance  at  7  p.  m." 

•'  w.  B.  SMi^nrs 

''School  and  Polka  Hop, 
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"the  last  for  the  season,  at  the 
-AUBURN  HOUSE  SALOON. 
''Your  company  is  respectfully  requested  at  the 
x\uburn  House,  on  Monday  evening,  March  9,  1840,  at 
6  o'clock. 

"::^The  Folka,  Polka  Qaadrilk  and  Lovi^  Chase 
Waltz,  will  be  ])eriOrnied  by  a  number  of  Mr.  Smith's 
l)U])ils,  during  the  evening. 

-Auburn,  March  2,  1840.^' 

The  -Third  Annual  Ball  of  the  Auburn  Guards" 
is  announced  for  January  22,  1847,  at  the  Auburn 
House. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Cobleigh  announces  that  his  Dancing- 
School  will  commence  at  the  Auburn  House  Tuesday, 
November  7,  1848.  and  adds  this  modest  note. 

-A.  M.  C,  deeming  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into 
pa]'ticulars  with  ivgard  to  the  advantages  his  school 
may  possess,  or  dwell  upon  his  own  qualifications  as  a 
Teacher,  would  simply  refer  those  who  may  be  desir- 
ous of  patronizing,  to  his  former  friends.  At  the 
same  time  he  would  suggest,  that,  a  Teacher  of  Danc- 
ing should  not  conhne  his  exertions  merely  to  the 
movements  of  the  feet,  but  should  endeavor  to  give  to 
liis  pux)ils  that  coididence  and  eaise,  with  a  graceful 
carriage  of  the  body,  so  necessary  for  their  inte]-coui-;se 
with  genteel  society." 

I  must  not  weary  your  i)atience  with  furtlier  detail 
of  tliese  particulars.  Let  r's  return  to  the  "A  nien'ca)i/' 

The  Ameiicaii  Hotel  was  built  in  1828-8U,  upon  the 
site  of  the  old  Willard  Tavem.  This  tavern  must  have 
been  built  prior  to  1810,  as  it  doubtless  is  one  of  the 
four  refenvd  to  by  Devvitt  Clinton  in  his  letter  descrip- 
tive of  Aubui'u  in  that  year.  The  lii'st  pro]uietor 
whom  1  have  been  able  to  ti  ace  was  Watrous  Pomroy, 
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wlio  took  Ciiaige  about  1810.  and  continiu'd  pi'0|)rietoi' 
during  the  \Yar  of  181 2-15.  A  recruiting  ofiicer  was 
stationed  here  at  tliis  ])eriod.  Mr.  Poniroy  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Zadoc  Hall.  The  Inn  though  limited  in  ac- 
comniodatious,  was  popular  with  the  traveling  public 
and  wel]  known  throughout  the  It-ngth  of  the  Turn- 
pike. Loring  and  Enmiory  Willard  owned  the  prop- 
erty for  many  years.  Emmory  bein,'::-  the  proprietor, 
from  whom  it  took  the  name  of  '*  Wiilurd's  Taverji."* 
Loring  transferred  his  interest  to  Emmory  in  1824,  and 
in  /.agast,  1827,  Emmory  sold  the  property  to  Justus 
8.  Glover,  father  of  Mrs.  C.  H.  Merjima)!,  for  8.)()00. 

In  1828,  Isaac  Sherwood,  who  was  an  innkeeper  at 
Skanea teles,  and  liis  son  John  M..  both  of  vrhom  v/ere 
interested  in  the  important  line  of  stages  through  this 
section,  projected  the  American.  The  Willard  Tavern 
building  was  removed  to  Clark  street,  vrhere  St.  Mary's 
church  now  stands.  Whe]i  tliat  lot  was  purchased  foi- 
the  church,  the  old  tavern  building  was  removed  to 
West  Seymour  street,  opposite,  but  a  few  doors  east 
of  the  present  Seymour  street  or  No.  n  School,  where 
it  is  doing  the  duty  of  a  double  tenement  house  in  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Dennis  0']\lara. 

The  Ameiican  was  a  ioui- story  "  stone  building, 
nearly  squai-e,  with  two  piazzas  extending  across  the 
front  and  east  sides,  suppoited  by  columns  of  the 
Ionic  order  of  architect uie.  The  top  of  the  second 
piazza  afforded  an  uncovert-d  pi'omenade  tor  the  fourth 
story.  A  modest  cu})ola  completed  tlK-*  architecture 
of  the  hip  root".  The  central  entrance  opened  into  the 
main  hall ;  on  the  left  front  was  the  Guest's  Parlor  or 
Reading  Room,  on  the  i-ight  the  bar  room.  The 
Ladies'  Parlor  was  on  the  second  tloor.  The  second 
and  third  lioors  were  devoted  to  boarders  and  tian- 
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sieiit  guests,  the  foiirtli  tc)  servants,  except  tliat  wlieii 
the  house  was  overcrowded,  it  was  utilized  for  guests. 
Tlie  front  hall  opened  into  the  Dining-roorn  in  the 
rear.  The  house  stood  well  up  from  street.  Steps  led 
to  the  fi'ont  entrance  and  another  pair  to  the  front 
entrance  of  the  bar-]'ooni.  In  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  basement  was  the  stage  oiSce,  the  realm  of  the 
dignified  Consider  Carter,  in  tiie  palmy  days  of  stag- 
ing. VMien  staging  ceased,  the  office  was  transformed 
into  a  barber  s  sliop.  There  was  no  ''long  room"  or 
ball  room,  but  a  select  few  wei'e  occasionally  granted 
the  use  of  tiie  dining  room  for  a  social  hop.  It  will  be 
seen  at  once  that  the  American,  differed  materially 
from  the  old  tavern.  Its  ]]al)itues  marked  the  distinc- 
tion more  forcibly.  The  magnates  of  the  village,  men 
of  leisure  in  those  slow-going  days,  sauntered  up  and 
seated  themselves  upon  the  verandah  for  social  con- 
verse. Judges  holding  courts  and  lawyei's  froju  a  dis- 
tance made  it  their  lieadquarters.  The  style  of  the 
house,  its  appointments,  the  character  of  its  guests, 
rendered  the  American  rather  forbidding  to  the  mass- 
es. Of  course  its  charges  were  higher,  and  it  lacked 
the  democratic  element  which  characterized  its  com- 
peers and  made  them  successful.  I  think  the  Ameri- 
can was  never  a  pecuniaiily  profitable  institution, 
after  stage  coach  travel  ceased,  about  the  year  1842. 

In  the  papers  of  the  day  I  lind  frequent  notices  of 
poiitical  caucuses,  notices  of  foreclosure  sale  nnder 
mortgage,  and  other  notices  of  transactions  at  tlie  dif- 
ferent public  houses  of  the  city,  but  rarely  one  at  the 
American. 

The  house  was  quite  a  favorite  place  for  boarding, 
esx)ecia]ly  with  those  vvho  were  disposed  to  pay  liber- 
ally.   I  am  told  In'  a  gentlemi-n  who  boarded  tliere  in 
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the  early  days  of  tlie  hotel,  that  buttles  of  brandy 
were  placed  upon  tlie  dining  table,  ar  intervals  of 
three  or  four  feet,  and  tliat  this  Avas  the  nniform  prac- 
tice in  all  iirst-class  hotels  of  the  day.  The  bottles 
were  rarely  touched,  however,  except  by  a  transient 
guest. 

The  American  Hotel  was  opened  to'  ihe  public  on 
the  lirst  day  of  January,  1830,  as  appears  from  the 
following  local  in  the  Caifuga  RepubUcan  of  January 
6,  1830: 

"  The  new  stone  edifice  recently  erected  in  this  vil- 
lage by  the  Messrs.  Si ler woods,  has  been  opened  for 
company  by  the  name  of  the  American  Hotel,  under 
the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Thomas  Noyes.  formerly 
of  Rochester.  On  New  Year's  day  by  invitation 
many  gentlemen  visited  the  establishment  and  dined 
with  Mr.  Noyes,  and  in  the  evening  several  who  li:-id 
been  detained  by  attendance  at  the  Anti -Masonic  Con- 
vention also  went  over,  and  were  cordially  re(^oived 
and  entertained.  All  felt  liiglily  gratified  at  the 
politeness  and  hospitality  of  the  host,  and  ex])ressed 
many  good  wi:->hes  for  the  success  of  the  establi^li- 
ment,  which  is  indeed  a  credit  to  our  village.  In  sliort, 
we  doubt  whether  any  place  in  Western  Ne^v  York 
can  boast  of  two  more  splendid  arid  veil  ke])i  public 
houses  than  tlie  Western  Exohaxge  and  the  Amer- 
ican Hotel." 

I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  for  the  pui'pose  of 
this  pap«-r  to  trace  ihe  different  piojuietors  of  the 
American  doAvn  to  the  time  of  it'^-  dis^^obition.  Joshua 
Jones  succeeded  Noyes.  Wm.  13.  Wood  was  an  early 
proprietor  a.t'd  was  succr^eded  by  William  Gamble  in 
1846,  who  adds  to  liis  modest  <'ard  *'N.  B.  Passev- 
gcrs  conveyed  to  and  from  the  cars — Fkki:."    I  think 
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Jonas  AVliite,  Jr.,  su('ceede(]  liiii],  and  after  AVliitf^ 
came  Benjamin  Ashby,  who  was  the  irate  projector  of 
Alvah  Rude  from  tlie  front  steps,  on  tlie  day  of  tire 
Kossutli  reception.  Ilii-am  L.  Swift  was  proprietor  in 
18(34. 

\Vlien  purcliased  by  Mr.  Shinier  about  1870,  it  w:is 
unoccupied.  The  hist  proprietor,  Mr.  S.  P.  Chapman, 
who  took  it  of  Mr.  Sliimer,  in  1870,  struggled  hard  to 
restore  the  fading  fortunes  of  the  house,  but  in  vain, 
and  in  1879  he  abandoned  it  in  despair.  From  that 
time  on,  it  rtanained  lauenanted  as  a  hotel.  The  fur- 
niture, beds  and  bedding  remained  as  if  awaiting  the 
coming  of  a  nev.'  lord — but  none  came.  Meantime  the 
owner  entered  upon  a  series  of  architectural  expieri- 
ments,  extending  the  front  out  Hush  with  the  street, 
and  fitting  up  three  stores  therein.  Unostentatiously 
and  slowly,  but  persistently,  the  work  went  on,  with 
the  avowed  detei'mination  of  the  architect  that  he 
''would  run  lier  clean  through  to  Clai'k  street."  But. 
alas  I  his  ambition  was  checked  before  fruition.  One 
dull,  sombre  afternoon  in  March,  a  dense  smoke  was 
seen  issuing  fro7n  the  rear,wliich  soon  burst  into  flames. 
The  elemerits  seemed  to  regard  the  sittiation  with 
complacence.  The  wind  started  up  sufficiently  to  en- 
courage the  flames,  and  then  died  down.  Lest  ad- 
joining property  might  sutter,  a  heavy  rain  set  in,  and 
continued  until  the  Are  had  exhausted  itself,  and 
nothing  but  the  blackened  stone  walls  of  the  old 
American  remained. 

The  curious  throng  who  had  gathered  to  witness  the 
holocaust,  sought  shelter  in  their  homes  from  the 
drenching  rain,  and  darkness  closed  down  around  the 
flickering  tiamelets.  which  seemed  determined  to  en- 
joy to  the  utmost  the  last  revel  in  the  old  Hotel. 
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Tlie     American''  was  no  more. 

I  can  only  justify  myself  in  presenting  to  you  a 
subject  so  apparently  unimjjortant,  upon  the  claim 
that  the  taveni  of  the  past  was  an  index  of  one  phase 
of  social  life,  peculiar  to  a  past  generation,  which  no 
longer  exists.  The  slow  going  means  of  travel  made 
frequent  houses  of  entertainmeiit  a  necessity.  The 
more  expeditious  can  ah  followed  swiftly  by  the  hur- 
rying railroads,  blighted  forever  the  juospects  of  the 
tavern,  and  its  doom  was  fixed.  Scattered  all  over 
our  county  today  may  be  seen  these  sleepy  old  monu- 
ments of  a  by-gone  age.  some  hastening  to  decay, 
weather-beaten,  neglected,  solitary — others  transform- 
ed into  pleasant,  rural  homes,  not  one  of  them  a  tav- 
ern as  of  old.  Were  the  proud  stage-coach  of  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  ago  to  come  rattling  over  the 
Genesee  turnpike  to  the  Auburn  of  today,  the  passen- 
gers would  find  no  vestige  of  the  hospitable  inns  they 
were  wont  to  see,  unless  possibly  some  might  recog- 
nize the  old  Parmelee  Tavern  in  the  home-like  Nation- 
al Hotel. 

In  closing,  I  would  extend  my  thanks  to  the  old 
residents  who  have  so  patiently  sul)mitted  to  my  in- 
quisition, and  have  racked  their  memories  for  facts 
and  incidents  which  have  given  to  my  narrative  what- 
ever interest  may  be  claimed  for  it. 
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